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FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  COINS,  MEDALS,  TOKENS  AND  PAPER  MONE 


A Decade  of  Auction  Delights 

by  R.  Bruce  Korver  ^ 


THE  NUMISMATIC  EVENT  OF  THE  YEAR! 


The 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 

Collection 

New  York  City, 

Sunday,  April  6 through  Tuesday,  April  8,  1997 


AUCTION 


Sunday,  April  6 6:00  pm  sharp 

Twenry-cent  pieces  through  quarter  dollars 

Monday,  April  7 10:00  am  sharp 

A small  group  of  U.S.  colonial  and  federal 
coins,  tokens  and  medals,  Confederate 
States  of  America  coins,  and  an  attractive 
offering  of  currency 

Monday,  April  7 6:00  pm  sharp 

Half  dollars  through  1891 

Tuesday,  April  8 6:00  pm  sharp 

Half  dollars  from  1892  through  the  end  of 
the  series,  silver  dollars,  trade  dollars,  silver 
and  gold  commemoratives. 


X \ 


As  it  was  in  May  of  1996,  the  remarkable  collection  of 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  will  again  be  in  the  numismatic 
limelight  this  April.  This  sale  will  close  an  era  by  offering 
the  final  section  of  the  only  complete  collection  of  United 
States  coins  ever  formed.  As  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
continues  to  be  dispersed  into  the  numismatic  commu- 
nity, the  pedigree  “From  the  Eliasberg  Collection”  as- 
sumes a special  importance  and  is  recognized  by  collec- 
tors worldwide  as  being  the  ultimate  source  for 
a desired  specimen.  There  has  never  been  a 
cabinet  like  the  Eliasberg  Collection  be- 
fore. There  will  never  be  another  collec-  , 
tion  like  it  again. 

Crossing  the  block  in  April  will  be  United 
States  coinage  in  all  series  from  20-cent 
pieces  through  silver  and  gold 
commemoratives.  Also  featured  is  a 
Panama-Pacific  set,  colonial  and  fed- 
eral coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  a nice 
selection  of  currency  will  round  out 
the  sale.  The  St.  Moritz  Hotel,  Central 
Park  South  will  be  “action  central”  and 
we  encourage  you  to  make  your  reserva- 
tions early.  Please  note  the  dates  and  times  listed 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena 


in  cooperation 


with  pleased  to  present  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Caillection 


MAM  YOUR  TRAVEL  PLANS  TODAY 


We  offer  these  catalogue  options 

□ Your  best  value,  Option  1.  A subscription  to  all  Bowers  and  Merena  auction 
catalogues  and  periodicals  for  1997  including  our  April  sale  of  the  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection — over  $200  in  individual  cover  prices — ^just  $95  to  U.S. 
addresses,  $150  to  Canadian  addresses  and  $200  elsewhere. 

□ For  current  subscribers — Option  lA.  A deluxe  hardbound  copy  of  the 
final  sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  (sent  after  the  sale  including 
prices  realized).  List  price  $100.  Now  only  $80. 

□ Option  2.  A deluxe  hardbound  copy  of  the  final  sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  Collection  (sent  after  the  sale)  plus  a working  softbound  copy  sent  prior  to  the 
sale.  Total  list  price  $140.  Now  only  $100 
(plus  shipping). 

□ Option  3.  A softbound  copy  of  the  final 
sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collec- 
tion plus  Dave  Bowers’  award-winning  bi- 

igraphy  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of 
Coins.  Total  list  price  $102.50.  Now 
only  $75  (plus  shipping). 

□ Option  4.  A deluxe  hardbound 
copy  of  the  final  sale  of  The  Louis  E. 

Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  (sent  after 
the  sale)  plus  a softbound  copy  sent 
)rior  to  the  sale,  plus  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 

.:  King  of  Coins.  Total  list  price  $202.50. 

Now  only  $145  (plus  shipping). 

□ Option  5.  A deluxe  hardbound  copy  of  our  May  1 996  sale  of 
The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection,  plus  a deluxe  hardbound 
of  the  final  sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  Part 
II  plus  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins.  Total  list  price 
$262.50.  Now  only  $225  (plus  shipping). 

All  orders  for  catalogues  will  be  handled  on  a first-come, 
first-served  basis  as  the  demand  will  be  strong  and  the  number 
of  extra  catalogues  printed  will  be  limited. 

For  immediate  service:  Have  your  credit  card  in  hand,  call  our  Publications 
Department  toll-free,  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for  Mary  Tocci  or  Donna 
Badeau.  Or,  mail  or  fax  your  order.  The  catalogue  will  be  sent  upon  publica- 
tion in  early  March. 

Box  1224  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
ToU-Free  1-800-222-5993 
Fax  603-569-5319  • In  NH  569-5095 


LOT  VIEWING 

Wednesday,  April  2 

11:00-7:00 

Thursday,  April  3 

9:00-1:00,  2:00-7:00 

Friday,  April  4 

9:00-1:00,  2:00-7:00 

Saturday,  April  5 

9:00-1:00,  2:00-7:00 

Sunday,  April  6 

9:00-1:00,  2:00-4:00 

Monday,  April  7 

9:00-1:00,  2:00-5:00 

Tuesday,  April  8 

9:00-1:00,  2:00-5:00 

LOT  PICKUP 

Monday,  April  7 

Thirty  minutes  after  the  conclusion  of 
Session  II  (approximately  2:00  PM) 

Tuesday,  April  8 9:00-10:30 

Wednesday,  April  9 9:00-10:30 


MMO^qtK 
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FEATURES 


U.S.  NUMISMATIC  AUCTIONS 

A Decade  of  Auction  Delights 

372  A veteran  collector  and  auction  participant  explores  the  past  10  ANA  Anniversary  Convention 
sales  and  recalls  his  favorite  offerings. 

R.  Bruce  Korver 

U.S.  COINAGE 

A Date  Set  of  Circulated  Morgan  Dollars 

3 84  Assembling  a set  of  circulated  Morgan  dollars  can  be  every  bit  as  satisfying — and  much  less 
costly — than  building  a collection  around  mint-state  examples. 

Robert  E.  LeVan 


U.S.  PRIVATE  ISSUES 

John  Nelson  and  the  Nebraska  Lesher  Dollar 

387  The  author  explores  the  life  of  a Nebraska  businessman  in  an  effort  to  learn  how  he  became 
the  only  issuer  of  Lesher  referendum  dollars  outside  of  Colorado. 

Sandra  Gray  Slater 


AUSTRIAN  COINAGE 

A-E-l-O-U 


Lesher  referendum 
dollars  engraved 
for  store-owner 
John  E.  Nelson 
of  Holdrege,  Ne- 
braska, are  the  only 
ones  known  to  bear 
the  name  of  a busi- 
ness outside  Col- 
orado (page  387). 


394  Habsburg  rulers  apparently  knew  the  formula  for  suc- 
cessfully expanding  their  realm,  for  their  entire  empire 
covered  a large  portion  of  the  European  continent. 
John  Strauss 
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ANA  Anniversary  Convention  auctions 
have  earned  a well-deserved  reputation 
for  unparalleled  numismatic  material  and 
record  prices  (page  372). 
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National  Gold  Exchange  is 

a leading  force  in  the  Rare  Coin 
Industry  with  annual  sales  exceeding 
$75  million.  Incorporated  in  1979, 
this  two  person  coin  company  has 
grown  to  over  30  employees  world- 
wide. NGE  is  your  Source  for  U.S. 

Gold  and  Silver  Rare  Coins.  Whether 
you  are  buying  or  selling,  NGE 
welcomes  your  business. 

* Over  $5  Million  Dollars  in  Raw  & Slab  Inventory 

* Weekly  U.S.  Gold  Shipments  From  Our  European  Offices 

* Daily  Shipments  From  NGC  and  PCGS  Grading  Services 

* Weekly  Inventory  Faxes  and  Raw  Gold  Spreads 

* Full  Service  - Buying/Selling/Consignments/Approvals 

* Financing  and  Terms  Available 

* Overnight  Payment  or  Delivery 

* Honesty&  Integrity  for  Over  20  Years 


ANA  Morgan  Dollar  Special 
NGC  MS64  $30.00  Each  - (Minimum  10  Pcs.) 
Good  Date  Mix 


^^ational  Cxold  Exchange,  Inc. 


14309  N.  Dale  Mabry  Hwy.,  Tampa,  FL  33618 
Tel.  (813)  969-4111  FAX  (813)-969-4003) 
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Application  for  Membership  (check  one  category) 

□ Regular  □junior  □ Associate  □ Senior  □ 3-  or  5-Year  □ Club  □ Life  Member 

Present  or  former  ANA  number,  if  any  

□ Mr.  □ xMrs.  □ Ms.  □ Club  4/97 


Name  (please  print) 

Street 

City  State  Zip 

Country  Birth  Date 

ANA  Bylaws  require  the  publication  of  each  applicant’s  name  and  state. 

□ Check  here  if  you  DO  NOT  want  your  name  and  address  forwarded  to  the 
ANA  Representative  in  your  area. 

□ Check  here  if  you  would  like  your  name  provided  to  companies  with  offers  we 
feel  may  interest  you. 

I herewith  make  application  for  membership  in  the  American  Numismatic  As- 
sociation, subject  to  the  Bylaws  of  said  Association.  I also  agree  to  abide  by  the 
Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  the  Association. 


Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

Signature  of  Proposer  (optional) 

ANA  No. 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (required  for  Junior  applicant) 
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Associate  (child  or  spouse  of  regular  or  life  member  living  at  member’s  address)  ....4 

Senior  Citizen  (age  65  or  older) 25  * 
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* Plus  $6  application  fee,  first  year  only. 


t Installment  plan  includes  $10  bookkeeping  fee,  deducted  from  final  payment  if 
made  within  90  days  of  application.  Life  membership  not  effective  until  full  fee  is 
paid.  Contact  ANA  for  information  about  multi-year  and  life  membership  discounts. 


Non-Member  Annual  Subscription $ 3 1 

Outside  U.S $ 41 


Forward  completed  application  and  payment  to  ANA,  818  N.  Cascade  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80903-3279,  telephone  719/632-2646,  fax  719/634-4085.  Foreign  applications  must  be 
accompanied  by  U.S.  funds  drawn  on  a U.S.  bank. 
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BUYINQ 

Proof  Sets  (1859^1942) 
US.  Qold  (1795^1933) 
Dollar  Bags  (1878-1935) 
Original  BU  Rolls  (l^-$) 


If  you  own  any  of  the  coins  listed  above,  we  will  pay  you  the  highest  prices 
possible  for  them. 

Listed  below  are  Five  Reasons  why  it  makes  sense  for  you  to  sell  your 
collection  to  us. 

• Highest  Prices  Paid — What  do  you  have  to  have  to  lose? 

Let  me  show  you  that  I pay  the  highest  prices  for  rare  coins. 

• Immediate  Funds — We  can  issue  a bank  wire  directly  into 
your  account  for  the  full  amount  of  your  collection. 

• Graded  for  PCGS — I know  how  to  grade  coins  and  will  pay 
you  for  the  full  grade  of  each  coin. 

• Fly  to  Buy — 1 will  fly  to  your  home  or  bank  to  meet  with 
you.  Last  month  we  flew  to  Andalusia,  AL,  and  Bismark,  ND. 

• Personal  Service — When  you  sell  your  coins  you  will  be  dealing 
directly  with  me.  A courteous,  friendly  and  honest  approach  is 
how  we  do  business. 

Please  offer  all  other  U.S.  issues,  and  if  you  are  ready  to  sell,  give  me  a call  today. 


Since 

1976 


1-800-422-0787 


gALLERV.  WC. 


29  South  Tracy  • P.O.  Box  1270  • Bozeman,  MT  59771 


1^800^422^0787  • Fax:  406^586-3921 
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The  Professionals 

1 10  Charlotte  Place,  Box  1523,  Englewood  Cliffs,  N|  07632 


When  it’s  time  to  sell  your 
coin  collection, 


Anthony's 


We  Buy  Everything  in  Coins 


Gold,  Silver,  Copper,  Certified 
or  Uncertified,  U.S.,  Foreign,  Franklin  Mint, 
Proof  Sets,  Mint  Sets,  Paper  Money,  Stamps 


needs  your  U.S.  8^  foreign  coin 
collections  8^  accumulations. 


You’ve  spent  a long  time  collecting  coins.  We  have 
been  dealing  in  coins  a long  time,  since  1958.  Take 
advantage  of  our  knowledge  of  the  current  market.  We 
will  put  in  the  time  to  evaluate  your  entire  holdings. 
Everything  has  value.  Everything  is  paid  for.  We  have 
satisfied  thousands  of  ANA  members.  Anthony’s  is 
willing  to  travel  to  you,  buy  everything  you  have  and  pay 
top  dollar. 


What  To  Do  . . . 

The  process  is  simple.  Just  call,  and  one  of  our 
professional  buyers  will  make  arrangements  to  view  the 
coins  anytime,  anyplace  that  is  convenient  for  you.  If 
you  prefer,  write  us  and  we  will  contact  you.  We  will 
travel  to  your  home,  bank  or  office,  or  you  can  make  an 
appointment  to  visit  our  office  in  Englewood  Cliffs,  NJ. 
All  dealings  completely  confidential. 


Free  Phone  Consultation  . . . Call  Today! 

1-800-451-9645 

(N.J.  residents  please  use  201-871-3705 

WE  WILL  TRAVEL  TO  YOU! 

Immediate  Payment! 
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Announcing  NGC’s  Newest  Grading  Tier 


♦ ♦ « 


VarietyPlus 


Do  you  have  variety  coins?  If  so,  it’s  easy  to  use 
VarietyPlus  . . . 

To  submit  coins  for  NGC’s  new  VarietyPlus  tier, 
you  must  do  so  through  an  authorized  NGC  dealer. 
ANA  members  can  submit  for  VarietyPlus  through  the 
ANA.  The  cost  for  VarietyPlus  is  $20  for  coins  valued 
up  to  $1000.  Turnaround  is  21  working  days. 

For  coins  worth  more  than  $ 1 000,  or  for  quicker 
turnaround,  NGC  offers  variety  attribution  under  its 
other  grading  tiers  for  $5  over  the  regular  tier  price. 

Impartial,  Accurate,  Consistent, 

Use  NQC^s  VarietyPlus  Today! 

Top  100  VAM's  Are 
All  Covered 

VAM-5  is  an  1878  Morgan 
Dollar  with  8-tai heathers 
reverse.  Its  obverse  is  dis- 
tinctly doubled,  and  this 
is  most  apparent  at  letters 
RIB  in  E PLURIBUS 
UNUM.  This  example  is 
NGC  graded  MS-64. 


VarietyPlus  Certifies  All  These! 

• Large  cents  by  Sheldon  & Newcomb  numbers;  Early  half 
dollars  by  Overton  numbers; 

• Red  Book  varieties; 

• Varieties  in  The  Cherrypickers'  Guide  (except  “low  inter' 
est”  varieties) ; 

• Varieties  listed  in  The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties: 
The  VAM  Keys 


Our  new  VarietyPlus  grading  tier  is 
now  available  for  all  popular  vari' 
ety  coins!  And  as  the  new  leader 
in  grading  and  certifying  U.S.  variety  coins, 
NGC  brings  increased  liquidity  to  the  spe^ 
cialized  variety  area. 

Now,  more  than  ever,  buying  and  selling 
varieties  will  be  safer  and  easier  for  collec- 
tors. That’s  because  our  years  of  experience 
and  our  track  record  for  consistency, 
accuracy,  and  impartiality  will  provide  the 
peace  of  mind  that  comes  from  knowing 
you  can  trust  NGC’s  grading.  With  vari- 
eties already  growing  in  popularity, 
VarietyPlus  by  NGC  will  speed  their  inte- 
gration into  the  mainstream  of  coin  collect- 
ing and  trading. 

It’s  just  one  more  way  we’re  leading  the 
coin  market  into  the  new  millennium 
with  innovative  new  products  that  better 
serve  the  needs  of  the  hobby  and  the 
coin  business. 


= = NUMISMAI  1C 

WiMim  GUARANTY 
==-====  rORPORATION 

For  an  authorized  NGC  dealer  near  you  call: 

/o 

^ ^ OF  AMFRirA 

1-800-NGC-Coin 

P.O.  Box  1776,  Parsippany,  Nj  07054 

OrriCIAL  GRADING  SERVICE  y 
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Exciting  New  Coins  on  Horizon 


WE  OFTEN  LAMENT  the 
fact  that  there  are  few 
valuable  coins  in  circula- 
tion any  more.  But,  are  they  really 
gone,  or  do  we  simply  ignore  them  be- 
cause we  have  gotten  out  of  the  habit 
of  looking  for  them?  Mintage  quanti- 
ties have  changed  in  recent  years,  and  now  some  clad 
coins  actually  are  quite  scarce  in  high-grade  condition.  It 
may  be  time  to  re-think  what  you  could  be  saving  from 
production  coinage. 

Remember  when  it  was  exciting  to  save  scarce-date 
coins  from  the  ’40s  and  ’50s?  There  were  some  low- 
mintage  issues  back  then,  and  they  have  become  valuable 
now.  However,  in  1970  only  slightly  more  than  2 million 
half  dollars  were  made  in  Denver  for  mint  sets.  In  the 
past  few  years,  mintages  of  silver  proof  coins  have  been 
less  than  a million,  and  many  recent  commemorative 
gold  coins  have  mintages  of  less  than  25,000.  Have  you 
been  ignoring  them? 

Despite  the  current  furor  over  the  deluge  of  mod- 
ern commemorative  coins  and  the  inappropriateness  of 
themes,  some  of  these  issues  are  downright  scarce  and 
someday  will  be  difficult  to  acquire.  Many  are  now  avail- 
able on  the  secondary  market  at  less  than  the  original 
issue  price.  Some  gold  pieces  can  be  had  for  only  slightly 
more  than  bullion  value. 

When  you  also  consider  that  many  of  these  commem- 
orative coins  have  been  sold  outside  the  numismatic  mar- 
ket and  probably  have  not  been  properly  cared  for,  or 
have  been  sold  overseas  or  used  in  jewelry,  you  can  see 
that  a time  will  come  when  today’s  prices  look  like  bar- 
gains. The  awakening  will  come  when  collectors  realize 


As  a member  of  the  U.S.  Mint’s  Cit- 
izens Commemorative  Coin  Advi- 
sory Committee,  ANA  President 
Kenneth  Bressett  is  one  of  six  private 
citizens  the  government  consults 
about  coin  designs  and  programs. 
The  Committee’s  recom7nendations 
for  a reduction  in  coin  programs  and 
quantities  are  being  implemented, 
and  Bressett  hopes  we  soon  will  see 
more  appropriate  themes,  as  well  as 
circulating  commetnoratives. 


FROM  YOUR 

PRESIDENT 


BY  KENNETH  BRESSETT 


how  scarce  some  of  these  coins 
really  are,  or  when  they  are  back 
in  favor  as  collectibles. 

Silver  bullion  coins  are  another 
overlooked  arena  with  some  poten- 
tial for  scarce  dates.  In  1996  sales  of 
uncirculated  bullion  dollars  were 
the  lowest  ever.  And  what  about  Susan  B.  Anthony  dol- 
lars? Do  you  know  what  is  happening  to  them?  The  mil- 
lions of  SBAs  that  were  stockpiled  have  just  about  been 
used.  Before  the  end  of  the  century,  a new  supply  of  dol- 
lar coins  will  be  needed.  Chances  are  a new  design  and 
style  will  be  introduced.  Have  you  saved  a few  choice 
SBA  sets  while  the  price  is  still  low? 

If  you  are  one  of  the  many  collectors  who  are  not  buy- 
ing modern  sets  of  United  States  coins  because  they 
seem  too  common  or  present  too  many  options,  then  it  is 
time  to  look  around  and  see  the  latest  changes.  Your 
complaints  have  been  heard  by  the  United  States  Mint 
and  leaders  in  Congress.  At  the  same  time,  make  sure 
you  don’t  miss  out  on  some  of  the  scarce  issues  of  this 
decade  while  they  are  available  at  bargain  prices.  Keep 
pressure  on  elected  officials  to  see  that  commemorative 
issues  don’t  get  out  of  control  again. 

Most  collectors  of  commemorative  coins  would  wel- 
come some  low-priced  issues  with  interesting  designs. 
They  say  new  coins  would  rekindle  interest  in  older 
issues.  This  could  be  accomplished  with  circulating  com- 
memoratives.  ANA  members  who  support  the  proposed 
motion  for  2 5 -cent  coins  honoring  each  of  the  50  states 
should  make  their  voices  heard  in  Washington.  The 
Mint  will  be  guided  by  the  results  of  a survey  now  being 
conducted  to  determine  if  the  public  would  accept  such 
coins  in  circulation. 

Approval  of  circulating  commemoratives  could  be  the 
single  greatest  influence  on  coin  collecting  in  the  next 
century.  The  interest  that  would  be  generated  by  finding 
exciting  new  coins  and  designs  in  change  would  be  simi- 
lar to  the  past  thrill  of  finding  scarce  dates.  And,  who 
knows,  some  of  those  coins  may  turn  out  to  be  scarce  or 
rare.  The  days  of  finding  valuable  coins  in  change  may 
not  be  over;  don’t  stop  looking — or  hoping.  • 
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Consi^  Now 
to  Our 
1997  ANA 
Auction 
to  be  held  in 
New  York 
New  York 


Auctions  have  been  an  important 
part  of  the  convention  experience  for 
members  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  since  the  early  years 
of  the  century.  Since  1976,  Heritage 
Numismatic  Auctions  has  been  the 
choice  of  the  ANA  for  their  annual 
conventions  more  often  than  any  other 
company.  Actually,  more  than  all  other 
companies  combined. 

Among  other  considerations,  that’s 
because  of  the  thorough 
professionalism  and  dependability 
Heritage  demonstrates  time  after  time. 

Our  award-winning  catalogs  are 
mailed  to  thousands  of  the  nation’s 
most  active  buyers,  and  extensive  pre- 
sale publicity  ensures  the  widespread 
participation  of  all  interested  collectors 
and  dealers. 

fiNA. 

We  are  currently  looking  for 
material  for  the 
1997  New  York  ANA 
Immediate  Cash  Available 
Finder’s  Fees  Offered 
to  Third  Parties 
For  Further  Information  Call: 
Bob  Merrill  at  ext.  270 
or  Leo  Frese  at  ext.  294 


RITAGE  1-800-us  coins 


MISMATIC  AUCTIONS,  INC. 


Heritage  Plaza  • 100  Highland  Park  Village  • Dallas.  Texas  75205-2788 
WATS:  1-800-US  COINS  (872-6467)  • In  Dallas:  214-528-3500 
FAX;  214-443-8425  • website:  http://www.heritage-coin.com 


1-800-872-6467 
(24-hour  voice  mail) 


NUMKMAnC 
CUARAKTY 
CO«K3«lAnON 
Of  AMOUCA 
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Mint  Marketing: 


. . the  collector  market,  not 
the  Mint,  should  determine 
what  is  collectable  . . 

— Frank  D.  Powell 
Collector 


The  marketplace  rather 
than  the  Mint  should  determine 
collectability.  The  announcement  early  this  year  that  the 
United  States  Mint  was  going  to  issue  a 1997  nickel 
struck  in  a matte  finish  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  for  inclu- 
sion in  only  25,000  coin  sets  is  an  obvious  attempt  to  gen- 
erate a collector  market.  But  the  collector  market,  not 
the  Mint,  should  determine  what  is  collectable  and  what 
it’s  worth. 

For  the  past  too  many  years.  Congress,  with  the  Mint’s 
silent  blessing,  has  been  pumping  out  millions  of  “collec- 
tor” coins,  like  commemoratives  and  Mint  sets.  We  col- 
lectors said  we  had  had  enough  and  slowed  our  buying  to 
a trickle.  The  big  shots  in  Washington  finally  got  the 
message.  The  Mint  now  says  that  the  number  of  com- 
memorative coin  programs  will  be  limited  to  a couple  a 
year,  and  the  number  of  coins  struck  for  each  program 
will  be  much  smaller  than  the  millions  in  the  recent  past. 

Then  comes  this  grand  scheme  from  the  Mint  to  issue 
specially  produced  coins  in  conjunction  with  the  U.S. 
Botanic  Gardens  silver  dollar  commemorative.  And  the 
only  way  we  collectors  will  be  able  to  get  these  contrived 
collectibles  is  to  be  one  of  the  few  lucky  stiffs  to  buy  one 
of  the  “limited  issue”  coin  sets.  But  the  number  of  coins 
to  be  issued  in  this  manner  is  so  small  as  to  be  ludicrous 
for  the  tens  of  thousands  of  collectors  who  will  want  one. 

Now  it  may  sound  as  if  I want  to  have  my  cake — fewer 
collectable  coins — and  eat  it,  too — a limited  number  of 
matte  finished  coins — but  I think  the  Mint  has  over- 
stepped its  bounds.  The  marketing  magicians  in  the 
Treasury  have  overreacted.  They  have  over-regulated  the 
supply  and  created  an  instant  hot-seller  that  will  rise  so 
high  on  the  secondary  market,  most  collectors  will  be 
closed  out  from  day  one.  • 


and  Losing 

. . [the  Mint]  gets  . . . falsely 
accused  of  contriving  rarities  for 
. . . the  secondary  market.” 

— Bob  Street 
Collector 


HE  Mint  is  just  trying  to  do 
its  job — making  and  selling 
coins.  For  years  the  Mint  has  been  been  beaten  up  for  fol- 
lowing the  marching  orders  of  Congress  and  producing 
too  many  of  everything  and  allegedly  ruining  the  collector 
market.  Now  when  it  attempts  to  really  reduce  the  num- 
bers of  one,  specific  item — a matte-finish  1997-P  nickel — 
boom,  it  gets  hit  hard  and  falsely  accused  of  contriving  rar- 
ities for  the  benefit  of  the  secondary  market. 

Now  Pm  just  a poor,  grass-roots  collector  who  knows 
what  he  likes  and  collects  what  he  can  afford.  I personally 
didn’t  like  the  millions  of  “collector”  coins  the  Mint  is- 
sued every  year,  but  I figured  that  all  things  being  equal, 
the  buyers,  or  lack  of  them,  eventually  would  rule.  Well, 
that  seems  to  be  just  what  has  happened. 

As  for  purposefully  producing  collectibles,  I recall  several 
years  ago  when  the  White  House  commemorative  coin  was 
issued.  It  sold  out  faster  in  pre-issue  sales  than  snow  cones 
at  the  county  fair,  and  before  I could  place  an  order.  By  the 
time  I foimd  a coin  being  offered  by  one  of  the  fortunate 
500,000  pre-sale  buyers,  the  price  had  tripled.  Too  bad  for 
me,  but  good  for  those  pre-issue-price  buyers.  Sometimes 
you’re  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time,  and  sometimes 
you’re  not.  After  all,  I don’t  get  upset  that  I can’t  afford  to 
buy  such  Mint  “contrivances”  as  an  1804  Bust  dollar  or  an 
1894-S  Barber  dime.  Instead,  I just  set  my  sights  realisti- 
cally and  enjoy  all  there  is  about  coins. 

I have  to  admit  that  whoever  thought  up  the  idea  of  in- 
cluding a special  coin  in  a very  few  commemorative  sets  is 
doing  some  darn  good  marketing.  That  person  deserves  a 
pat  on  the  back  and  an  “attaboy!”  If  it’s  been  hard  for  col- 
lectors to  find  something  worth  their  while  from  the 
Mint,  then  this  nickel  might  be  worth  a look.  After  all, 
numismatics,  not  envy,  is  my  avocation.  • 


Opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the  authors  and  do  not  necessarily  represent  the  views 


of  the  ANA  or  the  editorial  staff. 
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Collections  • Sets  • Accumulations 
Silver  Dollars  • Type  • Gold 
Commems  • Keys  and  Semi-Keys 

SERVING  THE  COLLECTOR  AND  INVESTOR 

‘‘Over  30  years  experience” 

Integrity . . . Honesty . . . Reliability 

• Want  lists  appreciated  • Will  travel  anywhere  in  U.S. 

• Highest  prices  paid  • Immediate  payment 

• Purchase  entire  collections  • Bank  references  available 

• PCGS,  NGC  & AN  ACS  Authorized  Dealer 

CONSULTATIONS— APPRAISALS— MEMBER  ANA,  PNG 

Numismatic  Services,  Inc. 

GARY  ADKINS,  PRESIDENT 

7101  Washington  Ave.,  South  • Edina,  MN  55439 
PNG  #352  800/653-4615  or  612/946-8877  FAX:  612/946-8944  LM  2406 
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A Tale  of  Two  Sams 

I enjoyed  Q.  David  Bowers’  five-part 
series  “Inside  the  Red  Book,”  which 
appeared  in  his  “Coins  and  Collec- 
tors” column  in  the  November  1996 
through  March  1997  issues. 

Of  particular  interest  was  the  Jan- 
uary installment  (p.  57),  which  men- 
tioned a one-armed  coin  dealer  by 
the  name  of  Sam  Koeppel.  I wonder 
if  Mr.  Bowers  might  have  gotten 
the  name  mixed  up  with  Sam  Ka- 
bealo,  a one-armed  dealer  in  Pasa- 
dena, California.  He,  along  with 
Scott  McCormick  (his  son-in-law), 
Karl  Brainard,  Earl  Whitehead, 
George  Bennett,  I.  Newton  Sanders, 
myself  and  about  a dozen  others  or- 
ganized the  Numismatic  Association 
of  Southern  California. 

Jack  Reberry,  ANA  22759 

Editor’s  Note:  Mr.  Reberry  is  cor- 
rect, reports  author  Q.  David  Bow- 
ers. Both  Sam  Koeppel  and  Sam 
Kabealo  were  from  California,  but 
only  the  latter  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
limb.  “Sam  Kabealo  made  good  use 
of  his  one  arm,”  says  Bowers.  “He 
held  forth  in  Pasadena  for  long  time, 
having  moved  from  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  quite  prominent 
in  the  1920s  and  ’30s.” 

Collector  Stumbles  Upon 
“Super  Wheatie  Rolls” 

I thought  readers  of  The  Numismatist 
would  be  interested  in  the  great 
find  I reported  in  the  November  15, 
1996,  issue  of  Double  Talk,  the 
monthly  publication  of  The  Society 
of  Doubled  Die  Collectors  of  Amer- 
ica (SDDCA). 

Not  too  long  ago,  I spent  all  three 


One  of  the  best  caveats  for 
collectors  I have  encountered 
appeared  in  Peter  Mosiondz’ 
article  “How  Do  I Know 
What  My  Coin  Is  Worth?” 
(February  1997,  p.  145).  He 
stated  that  “it  matters  little  if 
2,000  of  a certain  . . . cent  are 
extant  if  only  1,000  collectors 
want . . . one  . . Excellent! 
Collectors  must  be  careful 
about  buying  coins  of  which 
there  are  more  specimens  than 
buyers,  no  matter  how  “few” 
coins  might  be  available. 

DougNoblet,LM  4620 


days  of  a local  coin  show  manning 
a club  table.  At  the  end  of  the  last 
day,  I finally  had  a half  hour  to  do 
some  cherrypickin’  on  the  bourse 
floor,  where  I proceeded  to  look 
for  BU  (Brilliant  Uncirculated)  rolls 
of  coins.  I found  a few  scattered 


around,  then  saw  some  rolls  of 
Wheat  cents  for  $2  each  offered  by  a 
dealer  of  world  coins.  I asked  why 
the  price  was  so  high,  and  he  re- 
sponded that  the  rolls  contained 
“some  better  stuff.”  I asked  permis- 
sion to  open  a roll  and  saw  several 
BU  cents  from  the  ’30s  among  the 
dozen  or  so  that  spilled  out.  I imme- 
diately bought  every  roll — 20  in  all! 

Later,  when  I searched  through 
them,  I was  not  disappointed.  Dates 
like  the  1911-S,  1914-S,  1915-D, 
1924-D  and  1926-S,  as  well  as  many 
BU  cents  from  1936  to  1943,  were 
present.  I also  found  several  re- 
punched mintmarks,  such  as  a gem 
1939-D/D,  and  several  doubled  dies 
(my  favorite),  including  a 1941-S 
with  Class  I doubling  on  the  reverse. 
(The  doubling  was  strongest  on  the 
UNU  of  UNUM;  the  “Small  S”-style 
mintmark  was  punched  high  and 
tilted  slightly  to  the  right.) 

These  turned  out  to  be  the  best 
mixed-date  Wheat  cent  rolls  I’ve 
ever  seen.  They  provided  some  good 
hunting  for  this  “hub  dubber!” 

Whaden  N.  Curtis,  ANA  160308 


THE  FLIPSIDE 


BY  LARRY  ROGAK  & A.  J.  TOOS 


FIVE  HUNVKEP  DOLLARS  / ?! 
WMAr  KIND  OF  FOOL  WOULD 
g/P  THAT  tAUCH  FOK  A 
CoMMOAi CO/N LIKE  THAT f 
ARE  you  craeyf  You’ve 

GOT  SOME  tVERVE ... 


An  argumentative  fellow,  Gus  regularly  telephones  the  computerized  coin-trading 
service  to  give  the  pre-recorded  voice  a piece  of  his  mind. 
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Request  for  Information 
Comes  Too  Late 

Featured  in  the  “Letters”  section  of 
the  February  1997  issue  (p.  128)  was 
a letter  from  Robert  A.  Bickford- 
Smith  requesting  information  about 
Severan  denarii.  Regrettably,  Mr. 
Bickford-Smith  passed  away  sud- 
denly in  mid-January,  days  before 
that  edition  of  The  Nurnismatist  ar- 
rived in  members’  mailboxes.  In 
consideration  of  his  widow,  readers 
are  asked  not  to  respond  to  his  ap- 
peal for  data. 

The  Editor 

More  Applause  for  Gilmore  Article 

My  congratulations  to  Joel  Orosz 
and  Lance  Humphries  on  their  study 
of  Robert  Gilmore  Jr.’s  collection 
(“New  Research  Illuminates  Robert 


Gilmore  Jr.,”  November  and  De- 
cember 1996,  p.  1324  and  p.  1448, 
respectively).  It  has  been  a long  time 
since  I read  and  enjoyed  a numis- 
matic article  so  much.  This  is  nu- 
mismatic and  detective  research  at 
its  best,  a tale  worthy  of  a Wilkie  or 
a Chesterton. 

P.  Frank  Purvey,  LM  1278 

Correction 

In  the  February  1997  installment  of 
“Numismatic  Narratives,”  The  Nu- 
mismatist inadvertently  presented 
erroneous  information  regarding  the 
Active  Token  Collectors  Organiza- 
tion (ATCO)  and  the  National  To- 
ken and  Collector  Trader  (TACT). 
ATCO  has  not  reorganized  and 
changed  its  name  to  TACT,  as  re- 
ported. The  Active  Token  Collector 


Organization  is  alive  and  well  and 
can  be  reached  by  writing  to  ATCO, 
P.O.  Box  1 573,  Sioux  Falls,  SD 
57101.  Readers  can  obtain  informa- 
tion about  the  National  Token  and 
Collectible  Trader  by  contacting 
TACT,  P.O.  Box  18071,  Minneapo- 
lis, MN  55418.  The  Numismatist 
apologizes  for  any  confusion  this 
error  may  have  caused. 

The  Editor 


Opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the  authors 
and  do  not  necessarily  repi-esent  the  views  of 
the  ANA  or  the  editofial  staff.  Direct  corre- 
spondence to  “Letters,”  THE  NUMISMA- 
TIST, 818  North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80903-3219;  fax  719/634- 
4085;  or  E-mail  anaedi@money.org.  THE 
NUMISMATIST  reserves  the  right  to  edit  all 
material  for  length  and  clarity. 


Vote  for  TOM  HALLENBECK 

Candidate  for  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors 


Tom  wants  to  put  more 
fun  into  our  Hobby! 

He  believes  that  the 
Future  of  the  Hobby  is 
the  ANA’S  biggest  challenge 


Tom  has  the  needed  Qualifications 

• He  is  fiscally  responsible:  A business  owner  with  a BS  from 

the  University  of  Colorado  (Economics) 

• He  is  a life-long  collector  and  has  been  a a full-time  Coin, 

Bullion,  Token  & Medal  dealer  for  1 1 years 

• He  is  leading  the  fight  to  eliminate  the  Colorado  state  sales 

tax  on  coins  and  bullion 

• He  was  the  General  Show  Chairman  for  this  year's  ANA 

Annual  Convention  in  Denver 

• He  is  a Past  President  of  the  Colorado-Wyoming 

Numismatic  Association 

• He  has  taught  U.S.  coin  grading  at  the  ANA  Summer 

Conference  for  the  last  3 years 

• He  has  good  genes!  (his  father  is  Ken  Hallenbeck,  an  ANA 

Past  President) 


Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Tom  Hallenbeck,  Larry  Johnson,  Chairman,  71 1 N.  Nevada,  Colorado  Springs  80903 
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OUR  NEXT 


^!lom  C^allertes® 

SPRING  MAIL  BID  SALE 

featuring 

FOREIGN  AND  ANCIENT  GOLD 
SILVER  AND  COPPER  COINS 
UNITED  STATES  COINS 
AND  UNITED  STATES  PAPER  MONEY 

will  be  held  on 

Wednesday,  April  9,  1997 

Included  will  be 

Ancient  Greek,  Roman  and  Byzantine  Coins  in  Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze; 
Medieval  and  Modern  World  Gold,  Silver  and  Minor  Coins; 
United  States  Coins  in  all  Metals 


NOW  ACCEPTING  CONSIGNMENTS 
FOR  OUR  SUMMER  MAIL  BID  SALE, 

JULY  16, 1997 


123  West  57th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10019  • Telephone:  (212)  582-5955  or  Fax  (212)  582-1946 

For  61  Years,  America 's  Oldest  and  Largest  Rare  Coin  Dealer  and  Leading  Coin  Auctioneer. 
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NEW 

ISSUES 


CANADA: 

Coins  Feature  Alexander 
Graham  Bell,  Native  Art, 
and  Hockey  Victory 

The  Royal  Canadian  Mint  has  intro- 
duced three  1997  coins:  a 14kt-gold 
$100  celebrating  Alexander  Graham 
Bell,  a 22kt-gold  $200  featuring 
contemporary  native  art,  and  a ster- 
ling silver  $1  marking  the  25th  anni- 
versary of  Team  Canada’s  victory  in 
the  Canada-U.S.S.R.  hockey  series. 

The  Alexander  Graham  Bell  piece 
is  the  22nd  issue  in  the  Mint’s  an- 
nual $100  gold  coin  series.  Born  150 
years  ago.  Bell  completed  the  first 
one-way,  long-distance  call  from  a 
store  in  Mount  Pleasant  to  the  tele- 


graph office  in  Brantford,  Ontario, 
8 kilometers  away.  The  proof  $100 
coin  features  a profile  of  Bell,  an 
antique  telephone  and  a satellite 
view  of  Earth.  It  is  available  from 
the  Mint  for  $192.95. 

The  $200  coin  launches  a four- 
year  series  highlighting  Canada’s  na- 
tive cultures  and  traditions.  The 
1997  issue  pays  tribute  to  the  Haida 
from  the  northwest  coast  and  adapts 
an  example  of  totemic  art,  “Raven 
Bringing  Light  to  the  World.”  Future 
issues  will  represent  the  Nomadic 
tribes  from  the  Canadian  plains,  the 
Inuit  from  the  north  and  the  Mi’kmaq 
from  the  east  coast.  The  $200  coin  is 
available  from  the  Mint  for  $307.45. 

The  dollar  captures  the  excite- 
ment following  Team  Canada’s  win- 
ning goal  against  the  U.S.S.R  in  1972. 
It  is  available  in  proof  for  $29.95  and 
brilliant-uncirculated  for  $19.95. 

All  three  issues  can  be  ordered  di- 
rectly from  the  Royal  Canadian 
Alint,  P.O.  Box  457,  Station  A,  Ot- 
tawa, Ontario  KIA  8V5,  Canada, 


New  Canadian  gold  coins  include  a I4kt  $100  celebrating  Alexander  Graham  Bell 
(left)  and  a 22kt  $200  featuring  Haida  totemic  art  (right).  A 1 997  silver  dollar  (top) 
marks  the  25th  anniversary  of  Team  Canada’s  hockey  victory  over  the  U.S.S.R. 


Part  of  Russia’s  “Protect  Our  World’’ 
coin  series,  this  1 996-dated  issue  draws 
attention  to  the  Siberian  tiger. 


telephone  toll  free  800/268-6468. 
Mint  representatives  also  can  be  ac- 
cessed on  the  World  Wide  Web  at 
http://www.rcm.ca. 

RUSSIA: 

Series  Continues  with 
“Siberian  Tiger”  Coin 

The  Central  Bank  of  Russia  has 
released  1996-dated  “Siberian 
Tiger”  gold  and  silver  proof  coins, 
part  of  its  “Protect  Our  World” 
wildlife  series.  Begun  in  1994  with 
the  “Lynx”  coin,  the  series  contin- 
ued in  1995  with  the  “Russian  Bear.” 
Struck  at  the  St.  Petersburg  and 
Moscow  Mints,  the  Siberian  Tiger 
coins  will  be  minted  in  .999  fine 
gold  in  four  sizes:  V4,  V2  and  1 
ounce,  and  1 kilo  (32.15  ounces); 
and  in  .900  fine  gold  in  three  sizes: 
1 and  5 ounces,  and  1 kilo. 

The  1996  Tiger  coins  are  avail- 
able through  MTB  Bank,  90  Broad 
St.,  New  York,  NY  10004-2290, 
telephone  212/858-3403  (toll  free 
800/535-7481),  fax  212/383-2316  or 
E-mail  BankMTB@aol.com. 
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Peace  through  Coinage 

^ numismatic  initiative  for  the  Year  2000 

Continued  from  last  month  for  your  collecting  pleasure  is  a list  of  some  modern  coins  with  designs,  symbols  or 

inscriptions  signifying  peace,  as  compiled  by  Raymond  Lloyd  of  London,  England. 

Russia 

3 rubles 

1995 

Sword  into  plowshare 

50  rubles 

1995 

Sword  into  plowshare 

San  Marino 

1 scudo 

1979 

Peace 

2 scudi 

1979 

Peace 

5 scudi 

1979 

Peace 

1 scudo 

1984 

Peace 

1 scudo 

1991 

Peace/Child  fleeing 

2 scudi 

1991 

Peace/New  shoots  growing  from  tree  stump 

5 scudi 

1991 

Peace/Family 

Seychelles 

5 rupees 

1995 

United  Nations/Peace 

South  Africa 

2 rands 

1993 

Peace/Dove  over  sun 

2 rands 

1995 

United  Nations/Peace 

Thailand 

20  baht 

1996 

Peace  in  Thailand 

• continued  next  month 

— Kenneth  Bressett 

Eagle  Eye 
Rare  Coins 

Knowledge,  Fairness,  Integrity 

Richard  Snow  Brian  Wagner 

ANA  LM  2878  ANA  160624 

We  buy  and  sell  superb,  eye  appetffing  certi- 
fied coins.  We  are  the  market  leaders  in  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  and  have  a broad  base 
of  knowledge  and  experience  with  all  U.S. 
coins.  Our  services  include  want  lists,  collector 
and  investor  counselling,  auction  represen- 
tation, with  your  long  range  success  as  our 
prime  goal.  We  maintain  a quality  inventory 
and  will  gladly  send  you  a free  price  list. 


Cali  toll  free  to  receive  our  FREE  price  list. 
(800)  323-2646 
Eagle  Eye  Rare  Coins 

P.O.  Box  257 
Seahurst,  WA  98062 

When  you're  in  the  Seattle  area, 
please  stop  by  our  otfice.  Call  for  directions. 


America's  Top  Buyer  of 


$500.00 

in 

$1,000.00 

z 

LU 

$5,000.00 

o 

H 

o 

$10,000.00 

H 

m 

z 

NOTES 

1 ■ I 
0) 

The  Pacific  Rim's 
Number-One  Source  for 
HAWAIIAN  COINS 
and  other  specialty  series 

You  Deserve  to  do 
Business  with  the  Market  Leader 

HARLAN  WHITE 

2425  El  Cajon  Boulevard 
San  Diego,  California  92104 

(619)  298-0137 
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UNITED  KINGDOM: 

Crown /Note  Sets  Marks 
Queen’s  70th  Birthday 

In  conjunction  with  Queen  Elizabeth 
IPs  70th  birthday,  which  was  cele- 
brated in  April  1996,  the  British 
Royal  Mint  and  the  Bank  of  England 
have  cooperated  to  create  a collector 
set  comprising  the  United  Kingdom 
silver  proof  70th  Birthday  £5  crown 
and  a £10  note.  The  note  is  of  the 
current  series,  but  bears  a special 
cipher  (HM70)  and  a serial  number 
between  1 and  2,000  (the  number  of 
sets  to  be  made).  The  commemora- 
tive cipher,  a first  for  the  Bank  of 
England,  will  not  appear  on  notes 
produced  for  general  circulation. 

A second  celebration  set  comprises 
a brilliant-uncirculated  (BU)  version 
of  the  70th  Birthday  £5  crown  and  a 


£5  note  that  also  bears  the  HM70 
cipher.  The  note  carries  a serial 
number  between  1 and  5,000,  the  au- 
thorized issue  limit  for  the  set. 

Prices  of  the  1996  United  King- 
dom 70th  Birthday  sets  are  $139.50 
for  the  proof  £5  crown/£10  note  and 
$54.95  for  the  BU  £5  crown/£5  note. 


Please  add  $3.95  postage  and  han- 
dling per  order;  New  York  residents 
also  should  add  sales  tax.  Address 
orders  or  requests  for  information  to 
the  British  Royal  Mint,  P.O.  Box 
772570,  Woodside,  11377-2570, 
telephone  toll  free  800/22  1-1215 
(24  hours). 


The  British  Royal 
Mint  and  the  Bank 
of  England  have 
joined  forces  to 
create  coin/note 
sets  celebrating  the 
70th  birthday  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  in 
April  1996.  A spe- 
cial cipher — HM70 
— appears  only  on 
notes  in  the  birth- 
day sets. 


Anthony  Swiatek 

Mr.  Commemorative 
"A  Name  You  Can  Trust" 

★ HONESTY  ★ INTEGRITY  ★ 
★ RELIABILITY  ★ 


What  common  date  circulated  nickel  in  your  collection  or  cigar  box  could 
be  worth  several  hundred  dollars?  Can  your  $5  Proof  half  dollar  really  be 
worth  $1800?  Subscribe  to  the  award-winning  SR  and  find  out. 

THE  SWIATEK  REPORT 

Sample  copy  $4.00  SPECIAL  • ANA  MEMBER  SPECIAL—  $1 9 for  1 2 ISSUES  (REGULARLY  $60) 

FREE  COIN  GRADING 

WANTED  IMMEDIATELY:  YOUR  COINS  AND  CURRENCY 

Mr.  Commem  also  buys  and  sells 
ALL  U.S.  Coinage— NOT  ONLY  COMMEMORATIVES! 

We  attempt  to  pay  the  highest  prices  for  your  coinage, 
currency  or  entire  collection 
as  we  have  been  doing  since  1 968 
FREE  PRICE  LIST! 

♦ Our  jewelry  department,  headed  by  Gloria  Swiatek,  ♦ 
Diamonds  Graduate,  Gemological  Institute  of  America  (GIA) 

specializing  in  diamonds,  emeralds  and  pearls,  also  purchases  quality  estate  jewelry 


ANA  LM  1099 


SWIATEK-MINERVA  COINS  AND  JEWELRY,  LTD. 

Anthony  Swiatek 

516/365-4120  • Fax  516/365-4121,  P.O.  Box  218,  Dept.  A.,  Manhasset,  NY  11030 

Consultant  ANACS  and  NGC 


Past  President 
Society  for  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coin! 
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MACEDONIA: 

Gold  Proof  Celebrates 
5th  Anniversary 
of  UN  Membership 

The  National  Bank  of  Macedonia 
has  issued  a proof  gold  1 -denar  coin 
to  celebrate  the  5th  anniversary  of 
the  nation’s  membership  in  the 
United  Nations  (UN).  Located  on 
the  Balkan  peninsula,  Macedonia 
declared  its  independence  from 
Yugoslavia  on  September  8,  1991, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  UN. 

The  reverse  of  the  1996-dated 
coin,  designed  by  native  artist  Biljana 
Unkobska,  features  the  white  stork. 
(Because  it  is  a regular  visitor  to 
Macedonia  as  well  as  numerous 
other  countries,  the  bird  is  used  to 
symbolize  the  unification  of  nations.) 
The  denar’s  obverse  displays  the 


Actual  Size:  28.40mm 

Macedonia  marks  the  5th  anniversary 
of  its  admission  into  the  United  Na- 
tions with  a 1,500-piece  gold  coin  issue. 


Macedonian  coat  of  arms,  which  fea- 
tures representations  of  a wheat 
field,  poppies  and  tobacco,  above  a 
ribbon  of  folk  motifs.  A mountain  in 
the  background  is  silhouetted  against 
the  sun,  reflecting  the  country’s 
geography  and  agricultural  heritage. 

The  coin  is  the  first  to  be  pro- 
duced for  Macedonia  by  the  British 
Royal  Mint;  a mintage  of  1,500 
pieces  has  been  authorized.  Struck 
in  22kt  gold,  the  proof  piece  has  a 
milled  edge,  weighs  15.98g  and 
measures  28.40mm  in  diameter. 

The  price  of  the  1996  Macedonia 
UN  Anniversary  denar  is  $495,  plus 
$3.95  postage  and  handling  per 
order.  New  York  residents  should 
add  sales  tax.  Address  orders  to 
the  British  Royal  Mint,  P.O.  Box 
772570,  Woodside,  NY  11377-2570, 
telephone  toll  free  800/2 21-1215.  • 


We  Buy,  Sell 
and  Auction 
Coins, 

Paper  Money, 
Stocks  & Bonds. 


R.M.  YTIIK 


ESTABLISHED 
— 1880  — 

Call  800-622-1880 

26  Broadway  - Suite  271,  NY,  NY  10004 
212-943-1880  FAX  212-908-4047 


PCGS  - ANACS  - NGC 

CERTIFIED  COINS 


Buying  and  Selling  • Call  (201)  304-0520 

Fax  (201)  304-0914 


also  buying  the 

• STRICT  ORIGINAL  BU 
PREMIUM  QUALITY 
ROLLS  OF  SILVER 
DOLLARS,  WALKING 
UBERTY  HALVES,  MER- 
CURY DIMES  (PAYING 
COMPETITIVE  PRICES) 


following  items: 

• 1936-42  GEM  ORIGINAL 
PROOF  SETS 

• AU55  TO  MS65  U.S.  GOLD 

• CC  DOLLARS  IN  ORIGINAL 
GOVERNMENT  PACK 


mm 


S.G.  RARE  COINS,  INC. 
625  LAFAYETTE  AVE. 
HAWTHORNE,  NJ  07506 


SAL  GERMANO 
ANA  LM  #3580 


RARE  COINS,  INC 
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Let’s  Give  the  Hobby  Back  to  the  Collector” 


m 


VOTE 


f Robert  (Bob)  Campbell 

for  ANA  Governor 
> INTEGRITY 
> EDUCATION 

I EXPERIENCE 

“During  a lifetime  spent  immersed  in  every  phase  of  numismatics,  including  22  years  of 
involvement  at  the  local  and  national  level  and  13  years  as  an  ANA  life  member,  I have  met 
many  of  you  as  the  National  Coordinator  of  the  ANA  Representative  Program,  as  a Summer 
Conference  instructor,  as  Regional  Co'ordinator,  District  Delegate,  Club  Representative  or 
fellow  numismatic  club  member.  Now  1 ask  for  your  vote  to  help  guide  the  ANA  into  the  next 
century,  firmly  committed  to  support  the  collector  through  education.” 


“Bob  Campbell  has  a long  record  of  dedication  to  the  coin  hobby. 
His  work  as  ANA  National  Coordinator  for  Club  Representatives\ 
shows  his  abilities  and  insight  into  what  is  needed  to  manage  the 
association  in  a way  that  will  benefit  everyone.” 

-Ken  Bressett,  ana  President 

“Having  known,  passed  time  with  and  been  an  occasional 
customer  of  Bob’s  for  more  than  a decade,  I have  learned  to 
respect  his  opinions.  Bob’s  enthusiasm  for,  and  commitment  to 
the  total  hobby  community  is  definitely  beyond  question." 

Cliffovd  hAishlev,  President,  Krause  Publication.'! 


Candidate  for  ANA  Governor 


“Your  forward  thinking  will  play  a big  part  in  future  tough 
decisions  that  will  be  required,  and  your  open-mindedness 
will  enable  you  to  seek  compromise  in  situations  where 
others  would  see  only  their  way  of  thinking." 

— Bill  FivCtZ,  author,  educator  and  former  ANA  governor 


“I  have  found  Bob  to  be  honest,  knowledgeable,  but  most  of  all, 
interested  in  the  future  of  the  coin  collecting  hobby . The  sincerity 
in  which  he  demonstrates  this  desire  is  recognizable  in  every 
conversation  one  has  with  Bob  regarding  numismatics.” 

—Robert  Brueggeman,  Executive  Director,  PNG  I 


“Bob  Campbell  is  a dedicated  numismatist  u'ho  has  the  best 
interests  of  ANA  and  its  membership  at  heart.  He  would  he  a 
decided  asset  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  and  I 
would  urge  your  support.” 

— Stephen  R.  Tciylor,  former  an  A president 


“I  find  Bob  to  be  forthright  in  his  comments  and  eager  to  further 
numismatic  education  to  young  and  old  alike . He  freely  gives  of 
his  time  and  talent  to  this  endeavor.  Bob  would  be  a spark  on  the 
American  Numismatic  Association’s  Board  of  Governors  which 
could  help  light  up  the  Association.” 

— Mdry  ScLUVCtin,  former  ANA  Certification  Service  grader 


“Each  year  that  I have  known  him.  Bob  Campbell’s  long-term 
interest  in  and  dedication  to  our  hobby  becomes  more  of  a 
stand-out,  and  I truly  believe  that  his  addition  to  the  ANA’s  team 
of  Governors  would  be  most  worthwhile .” 

— Don  BonsCV,  columnist  for  THE  NUMISMATIST  and 

former  AN  ACS  grader 
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e buy  and  sell  coins  and 
medals,  please  ask  for  our 
auction  catalogues  or 
detailed  free  price  lists  of 
gold  and  silver  coins  from 
all  over  the  world. 


Numismatic  Department 
Aeschenvorstadt  1 
CH-4002  Basel 
Phone  (41-61)288  90  06 
Fax  (41-61)288  66  73 

Frankfurter  Miinzhandlung  GmbH 
Grosse  Bockenheimer  Strasse  44 
D-60313  Frankfurt  a,  M. 
Phone  (49-69)  28  77  77 
Fax  (49-69)  71  401  172 


Numismatic  Department 
Poststrasse  3 
CH-80 10  Zurich 
Phone  (41-1)237  40  40 
Fax  (41-1)237  23  05 

Credit  de  la  Bourse  SA 
2,  rue  du  4-Septembre 
F-75002  Paris 
Phone  (33- 1 ) 47  03  63  00 
Fax  (33-1)42  96  07  45 


f 


I 


Swiss  Bank 
Corporation 
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NUMISMATIC 

N A R R A T I V E S 


Coins  and  Cash  Will  Last 

.Another  in  a seemingly  never-ending 
series  of  studies  finds  that  although 
plastic  and  electronic  cash  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  in  use,  they  never  will 
completely  eliminate  coins  and  paper 
money.  Jack  Weatherford,  an  anthro- 
pologist who  reportedly  has  studied 
man’s  relationship  with  money 
through  the  centuries,  predicts  the 
lasting  strength  of  the  world’s  cur- 
rent means  of  trade  in  his  recently  re- 
leased book  The  History  of  Money. 

Weatherford  says  the  world’s  so- 
cieties are  beginning  their  “third 
monetary  revolution.”  The  first  such 
revolution  occurred  2,500  years  ago 


with  the  introduction  of  coins  to  re- 
place other  means  of  barter.  The 
second  revolution  began  in  15th- 
century  Italy,  when  paper  money 
was  introduced  in  the  western  world. 
This  third  revolution,  he  says,  will 
include  virtual  money  or  “cyberbucks”; 
but  they  will  not  replace  coins,  paper 
currency  and  credit  cards. 

The  reason  for  their  staying 
power?  There  is  more  gold  in  vaults 
and  paper  money  in  circulation  to- 
day, Weatherford  says,  and  old 
habits  die  hard. 

New  $50  Bills  Coming 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  En- 
graving and  Printing  (BEP)  does  not 
seem  worried  about  its  future,  as 
plans  proceed  to  release  newly  re- 
designed $50  notes  late  in  1997. 


These  more  counterfeit-resistant 
Federal  Reserve  notes  follow  the  re- 
lease last  spring  of  a redesigned  $100. 

Similar  Portraits  Found 
on  Coins  and  Shroud 

An  examination  of  the  portrait  of  Je- 
sus on  coins  struck  in  Constantinople 
in  945  and  the  image  of  a man  on  the 
Shroud  of  Turin  reveals  a number  of 
similarities.  Dennis  J.  Mercieri,  a 
graduate  of  the  Denver  Seminary 
and  a numismatist,  reported  in  a Jan- 
uary issue  of  the  Colorado  Springs 
Catholic  Diocese  publication.  The 
Catholic  Herald,  that  his  study  of  the 
two  images  shows  an  “amazing  num- 
ber” of  commonalities. 

In  1988  Carbon- 14  testing  of  the 
death  shroud  image — long  thought 
to  be  that  of  Jesus — found  it  was 


Dedicated, 

Focused, 

Effective! 


TO  DATE: 


The  N EWuiiSTfiatist  — passed  measures  enabling  a more 
readable  and  interesting  monthly  magazine. 

LIVING  LEGACY  - spearheaded  organized  fund 

raising  through  a new  professional  development  program  and 
foundation. 


TeamAN  A - the  communications  tool  to  facilitate 
member  contributions  to  the  leadership  effort  and  to 
promote  teamwork. 


elect 

IE  WILL 
ROSSMAN 


ANA  GOVERNOR 


TO  DO: 

SHERLOCK!  - intelligent  actions  to  move  the 
ANA  into  the  21st  century’  with  computer  services  and  on 
the  Internet. 

YOUNG  GUNS-  a continuing  effort  to  reach 

and  teach  junior  and  emerging  numismatists,  and  attract  new 

hobbyists. 

Additionally , Governor  Rossman  will  continue  to  /present  mea':Mres  [rromocing 
fiscal  solvency  and  operational  efficiency  for  the  ANA. 


Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Re-elect  Will  Rossman,  Laurence  P.  Baber,  LM2968.  Chairman 
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made  between  1260  and  1390.  How- 
ever, Mercieri  thinks  the  portraits 
on  the  coins  could  push  the  shroud’s 
age  back  another  300  years  and  be- 
lieves the  shroud  image  could  have 
ser\'ed  as  the  model  for  the  coins. 

Finnish  Commem  Named 
1 997  Coin  of  the  Year 

A Finnish  coin  commemorating  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  United  Nations  has  been  selected 
as  1997  “Coin  of  the  Year”  (COTY) 
from  issues  dated  1995.  The  annual 
competition  is  sponsored  by  Krause 
Publications’  World  Coin  News. 

On  the  obverse  of  the  silver  100 
markkaa,  an  oak  branch  is  depicted, 
with  the  denomination  above  and 
the  inscription  SUOMI  FINLAND 
below.  On  the  coin’s  reverse  is  a 
dove  and  the  dates  of  the  United 
Nations’  anniversary,  1945/1995. 

This  marks  the  second  time  Fin- 
land has  captured  the  COTY  award. 
The  Scandinavian  mint  previously 
won  for  its  1985  silver  50  markkaa 
Kalevala  National  Epic.  That  coin, 
like  this  year’s  and  Finnish  coins 
from  1990  and  1994,  also  were 
named  “Most  Artistic  Coin.”  This 
year’s  winner  also  won  the  “Best  Sil- 
ver Coin”  category. 

World  Coin  News  has  sponsored  the 
COTY  award  for  14  years  to  encour- 
age excellence  in  coin  design.  Win- 
ners are  selected  through  a two-stage 
balloting  process  that  begins  in  the 
summer  following  the  year  of  issue. 
Nominations  are  compiled  by  the 
monthly  publication’s  staff  in  each  of 
10  categories,  and  then  an  interna- 
tional panel  of  coinage  experts  votes 
on  a winner  in  each  category.  Finally, 
the  panel  judges  the  category  winners 
and  selects  the  Coin  of  the  Year. 

Other  award  winners  for  1995  is- 
sues include:  “Best  Crown,”  Austria’s 


Not  Actual  Size 

Finland’s  silver  100  markkaa  commem- 
orating the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
United  Nations  in  1995  has  been 
named  “Coin  of  the  Year”  in  judging 
sponsored  by  World  Coin  News. 

silver  200  schilling  Olympic  coin; 
“Best  Gold”  and  “Most  Inspirational 
Coin,”  France’s  500  franc  World 
War  II  commemorative;  “Most  His- 
torically Significant,”  Germany’s  sil- 
ver 10  marks  commemorating  the 
centennial  of  the  invention  of  the 
X-ray;  “Most  Innovative  Coinage 
Concept,”  Austria’s  bimetallic  500 
schilling  with  the  theme  “Austria  in 
the  European  Union”;  and  “Best 
Trade  Coin,”  Australia’s  aluminum- 
bronze  $1  celebrating  “Waltzing 
Matilda.”  The  awards  will  be  pre- 
sented later  this  year. 

New  Cherrypicking  Guide 

A new  Cherrypickers'  Pocket  Guide  Top 
1 50  by  noted  experts  Bill  Fivaz  and 
J.T.  Stanton  is  now  available.  It  con- 
tains 35  new  varieties,  including  the 
recently  discovered  1914/3-P  Buffalo 
nickel.  The  new  guide  is  available  for 
$19.95  from  Bill  Fivaz,  P.O.  Box 
888660,  Dunwoody,  GA  30356-0660; 
or  from  the  ANA  MoneyMarket. 


Traveling  Collectors’  Case 
Organizes  and  Protects 

For  the  numismatist  on  the  go,  the 
Collector’s  Display  Case  Company 
of  Fremont,  Nebraska,  has  created 
The  TravelCase  System.  Each  9 x 
I2V2X  IVs-inch,  lightweight,  plastic 
container  has  12  compartments  and 
a snap-on  lid  that  helps  collectors 
protect  and  showcase  their  coins 
when  they  are  away  from  home. 

The  TravelCase  System  was  de- 
veloped by  Mike  Pratt,  an  avid  col- 
lector of  fountain  pens  and  marbles 
who  regularly  attends  trade  shows. 
He  decided  he  needed  a better 
method  of  carrying,  protecting  and 
displaying  his  collectibles  while  on 
the  road. 

Pratt  claims  the  new  coin  cases  are 
made  of  a high-grade  plastic  that 
will  not  deteriorate  or  cause  discol- 
oration. Also  available  is  a nylon  bag 
that  will  hold  up  to  12  TravelCases. 
Priced  at  $10,  or  four  or  more  for 
$7.95  each,  the  TravelCase  System 
is  available  from  the  Collector’s 
Display  Case  Company,  Rt.  2,  Box 
73,  Eremont,  NE  68025-9235;  tele- 
phone 402/721-4765. 


Collector’s  Display  Case  Company  of 
Fremont,  Nebraska,  has  developed  an 
inexpensive  plastic,  12-coin  “Travel- 
Case”  for  collectors  on  the  road. 
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Essay  Contest  Offers 
College  Scholarships 

To  encourage  teenagers  to  enter  and 
stay  with  the  hohby,  a $5,000  college 
scholarship  will  he  awarded  at  the 
ana’s  106th  Anniversary  Conven- 
tion in  New  York  this  summer  to  the 
winner  of  a numismatic  essay  contest. 
Sponsored  by  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PCGS),  the  contest 
also  will  award  $500  college  scholar- 
ships to  the  two  runners-up  in  the 
nationwide  essay  competition. 

David  Hall,  PCGS  chief  executive 
officer,  introduced  the  scholarship 
essay  contest  last  year.  He  says  the 
hobby  community  must  continue  to 
encourage  young  people,  for  they 
are  the  future  of  numismatics. 

The  contest  is  open  to  all  high 
school  students.  Participants  must 


submit  a typewritten  essay,  5 to  10 
pages  in  length,  on  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing topics: 

• The  history  of  the  rare  coin 
market  or  any  part  of  that  history. 

• Any  individual  United  States 
coin  series. 

• A coin  variety  or  group  of  coin 
varieties. 

Essays  will  be  judged  by  Hall, 
John  Dannreuther  and  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Winners  will  be  selected  at 
the  sole  discretion  of  PCGS  and  the 
judges.  Employees  and  family  mem- 
bers of  PCGS  staff  or  its  related 
companies  are  excluded  from  partic- 
ipation. Entries  should  be  sent  to 
PCGS  Essay  Contest,  P.O.  Box 
9458,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92658. 
All  entries  must  be  received  by  June 
15,  1997.  For  more  information, 
contact  PCGS  at  800/447-8848. 


FDR  on  New  Gold  Coin 

A representation  of  President 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  based  on  his 
own  favorite  photograph  will  appear 
on  the  obverse  of  a gold  $5  commem- 
orative coin  to  be  issued  by  the 
United  States  Mint  in  May.  The 
obverse  design,  approved  by  the 
United  States  Commission  of  Fine 
Arts  in  January  and  awaiting  the 
okay  of  Treasury  Secretary  Robert 
E.  Rubin,  depicts  Roosevelt,  wearing 
his  naval  cape,  aboard  the  warship 
U.S.S.  Housto?i.  The  design  was  sub- 
mitted by  T.  James  Ferrell,  sculptor/ 
engraver  for  the  Mint. 

The  Mint  will  strike  100,000  of 
the  gold  commemorative  coins.  Sur- 
charges of  $35  from  the  sale  of  each 
coin  will  go  to  the  FDR  Memorial 
Commission  in  Washington,  D.C.  • 


king  of  coins."  - CNBC 


ELECT 

scon  A.  TRAVERS 

ANA  VICE  PRESIDENT 

For  g fresh,  new  start. 

Bold  leadership  for  the  dawn  of  a new  century. 

• Author  of  The  Coin  Collector's  Survival  Manual 

and  other  award-winning  books 

• Author  of  the  ANA's  Baianced  Budget  Motion 

"Extraordinarily  capable.  I extend  my  highest  endorsement  to 

Scott  Travers  as  Vice  President." 

George  D.  Hotie,  ANA  General  Counsel  and  former  ANA  President 


"An  intelligent  dynamo  whose  creative  talents 
and  tell-it-like-it-is  spirit  will  serve  the  hobby  well 
as  ANA  Vice  President." 

Donn  Pearlman,  ANA  Governor  (1989-1993) 


"Scott  Travers  has  always  been  an  extraordinary 
leader  who  excels  in  everything  he  undertakes.  I expect 
him  to  make  history  as  one  of  ANA's  greatest  Vice  Presidents." 

Florence  M.  Schook,  former  ANA  President  I 


INTERNET  CAMPAIGN  HEADQUARTERS  http://members.aol.conn/ANAVP2B/index.html. 

PAID  FOR  BY  TRAVERS  FOR  ANA  VICE  PRESIDENT,  ED  REITER,  CHAIRMAN  P.O.  Box  171 1 , FDR  Station.  New  York,  NY  10150-1711  tel.  212/535-9136 
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Ancient  coins  of  the  highest  quaiity 
Gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  world  for  collectors 
Coins  bought,  sold  and  valued 
klMl  Auctions 


Leu  Numismatics 


Leu  Numismatics  Ltd 

In  Gassen  20  CH-8001  Zurich  Switzerland 

Telephone  (from  the  US)  011  411211  47  72  Telefax  21 1 46  86 
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A.M.  KAGIN 

RUNNING  FOR  VICE  PRESIDENT 

OF  THE  ANA 

• ANA  member  for  59  years,  Life  member  #103, 

ANA  Governor  1983'1987 

• Full  page  ad  in  The  Numismatist  since  April  1939 

• 3 children  and  7 grandchildren — ALL  ARE  ANA  LIFE  MEMBERS 

• Listed  in  Who's  Who  in  America  (first  listed  based  on  numismatics  in  1976) 

• Chairman  FOUNDATION  FOR  NUMISMATICS,  INC. 

• DEAN  OF  NUMISMATICS:  Roosevelt  University,  Chicago,  1965'66 

• Numismatic  Lecturer,  Roosevelt  University 

• Cataloger  and  researcher  for  388  sales  and  auctions  from  1936-1988 

• Hundreds  of  suggestions  and  ideas  given  and  used  by  the  ANA  over  the  last  50  years 
(Verify  this  with  Past  Presidents,  Governors,  Executive  Directors,  Etc.) 

KAGIN  DELIVERS— NOT  JUST  PROMISES 

• Responsible  for  Hundreds  of  Thousands  donated  to  the  ANA  in  the  last  50  years 

• Donating  (in  1997)  UNIQUE  HUGE  SCALE  IN  ORNATE  CABINET  USED  BY 
PHILADELPHIA  MINT  TO  WEIGH  SACKS  OF  COINS 

• Collector  since  1928,  Professional  Numismatist  since  1933 

• Member  of  numerous  national,  regional,  local  and  specialty  clubs 

• Founding  member  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  (PNG) — President  1963-64 

• I attend  more  than  20  coin,  currency  and  token  conventions  and  shows  annually 

• For  50  years  I have  contributed  to  the  Guide  Book,  Friedberg  Currency,  Private  Gold, 
Encased  Stamps  and  various  specialty  books 

• Medal  of  Merit  1983;  Presidential  Award  1997 

• Senior  Advisor:  “Bob”  Hendershot  (Mr.  FUN).  His  98  years  of  experience  are  invaluable 
Junior  Advisor:  David  Spector,  20-year-old  (attended  5 ANA  annual  conventions. 
Summer  Conferences,  etc.)  Life  Member  ANA 

I promise  to  deliver  at  least  25  ideas  to  improve  the  ANA  during  my  2 year  term 

EXPERIENCE— THE  PRICELESS  INGREDIENT 


APRIL  1 9 9 7 • THE  NUMISMATIST 


371 


U.S.  NUMISMATIC 
AUCTIONS 


A Decade  of 
Auction  Delights 

A veteran  collector  and  auction  participant  explores 
the  past  1 0 ANA  Anniversary  Convention  sales  and 
recalls  his  favorite  offerings. 


by  R.  Bruce  Korver 
ANA  72605 


Always  much  anticipated,  ANA  Anni- 
versary Convention  auctions  typically 
establish  price  trends  and  set  records. 


UMISMATIC  ELECTRICITY — literally,  a charge 
from  coins — is  the  only  way  to  describe  the  emotional 
level  of  an  American  Numismatic  Association  auction. 
Every  collector  who  has  attended  an  ANA  Anni- 
versary Convention  (suitably  dubbed  “A  World’s  Fair 
of  Money®”)  will  immediately  recall  the  sensation — electrifying  activ- 
ity that  surges  from  the  bourse  to  the  auction  floor  and  back  again, 

coursing  through  collectors  and  dealers  alike 
along  the  way. 

My  experience  as  a collector,  bidder  and  em- 
ployee of  a numismatic  auction  firm  has  shown 
that  many  items  offered  in  official  ANA  auctions 
realize  10  to  20  percent  more  than  similar  mate- 
rial presented  in  sales  at  lesser  conventions. 
Why?  The  foremost  reason  is  that  no  numis- 
matic gathering  “packs  them  in”  like  an  ANA 
convention.  Prices  go  up  as  the  number  of  quali- 
fied bidders  increases;  more  serious  bidders 
mean  higher  prices  realized.  It  is  not 
unusual  to  have  1,000  floor  bidders  at  an 
ANA  show,  competing  against  each  other 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  mail  bids. 
Despite  the  “electricity”  in  the  air,  I 
wouldn’t  attribute  the  higher  prices  to 
“Auction  Fever”  (if  for  no  other  reason 
than  I don’t  like  to  mix  metaphors).  \Mrile 
there  certainly  is  plenty  of  excitement  at  an 
auction,  only  a handful  of  lots  actually  bring 
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The  prices  realized  were  $39,600,  $50,600, 
$50,600  and  $46,200,  which  perfectly  illustrates  that 
beauty  is  in  the  eye  (and  checkbook)  of  the  beholder. 


bidders  to  a fever  pitch.  At  such  times,  I see  competent  numisma- 
tists who  know  not  only  what  they  want  to  pay,  but  also  what  they  prob- 
ably will  have  to  pay  to  walk  away  with  the  prize.  (When  you  compete 
against  the  world’s  most  experienced  numismatists  and  bid  on  treasures 
that  may  not  reappear  on  the  market  for  years,  you  must  be  prepared  to 
pay  top  dollar.) 

Come  with  me  now  as  I revisit  the  last  10  official  ANA  Anniversary 
Convention  auctions.  Since  these  sales  offer  far  too  many  interesting 
“pebbles  on  the  beach,”  I will  focus  on  my  favorite  item(s)  from  each 
sale.  Some  of  my  choices  may  surprise  you! 

Atlanta  1 987 — 96th  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena 

The  1987  ANA  auction  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  featuring  the  Aubrey  and 
Adeline  Bebee  Collection,  stands  out  in  my  mind  for  many  reasons.  Nu- 
mismatically,  there  is  no  forgetting  the  Bebee’s  four  gem  “Flowing 
Hair”  Stellas  ($4  gold  patterns),  each  grading  Proof  (PR)-65.  The  prices 
realized  were  $39,600,  $50,600,  $50,600  and  $46,200  (for  Lots  572  to 
575,  respectively),  which  perfectly  illustrates  that  beauty  is  in  the  eye 
(and  checkbook)  of  the  beholder. 

Other  highlights  included: 

• a 1792  half  disme  in  Extremely  Fine  (EF)-45  to  About  Uncirculated 
(AU)-50  (Lot  223,  $19,250) 

• an  1814/3  $5  in  Mint  State  (MS)-60  (Lot  2671,  $13,200) 

• a 1908  $10,  gem  matte  PR-67  (Lot  651,  $39,600) 

• a 1907  $20  with  Roman  numerals  in  MS-67  (Lot  683,  $28,600) 

• an  1872  “Silver  Amazonian”  pattern  half  dollar,  PR-64  to  -65  (Lot 
1502,  $16,500) 

• an  1861  original  copper-nickel  Confederate  cent,  MS-60  (Lot 
1545,  $17,600) 

Even  with  such  stiff  competition,  my  favorite  coin  from  this  ANA  sale 
has  to  be  Lot  30 — a superb,  uncirculated  1794  large  cent  (S[heldon]-24) 
that  realized  $19,800.  Now,  this  coin  (known  as  the  Lincoln-Collins- 
Beckwith-Wurtzbach-Mathewson-Sheldon-Paschal-Adams  specimen) 
certainly  wasn’t  the  most  expensive  coin  in  the  sale — dozens  of  others 
brought  higher  prices.  No,  I’ve  selected  this  coin  because  of  its  remark- 
able preservation.  This  “Scarred  Head”  (a.k.a.  “Apple  Cheek”)  variety  of 
large  cent  is  a fluke,  an  aberration,  whose  survival  over  the  past  two  cen- 
turies can  only  be  attributed  to  the  proper  alignment  of  the  planets  . . . 


Aaual  Size:  28.S0mm 

This  1794  “Apple  Cheek”  large 
cent,  sold  at  the  1987  ANA  auc- 
tion, has  a pedigree  as  impres- 
sive as  its  mint-state  condition. 
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The  PAN-PAC  commemoratives  represent  the  most 
cohesively  beautiful  grouping  of  United  States  coins, 
and  in  their  original  frame  are  a wonder  to  behold. 


and  a panoply  of  great  numismatists  (what  a pedigree!).  The  lucky  buyer 
purchased  not  only  a superb  coin,  but  a place  in  numismatic  history  as  well. 


A double  set  of  commemora- 
tives struck  for  the  1915 
Panama-Pacific  International 
Exposition  brought  $192,500  at 
the  1988  sale  in  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati  1 988 — 97th  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions 

The  1988  ANA  auction,  held  at  Ohio’s  Cincinnati  Convention  Cen- 
ter, brought  an  exciting  selection  of  numismatic  properties  to  middle 
America.  Collectors  and  dealers  found  plenty  to  entice  them,  including: 

• a 1793  Chain  cent,  AU-50/55  (Lot  43,  $22,000) 

• a 1796  quarter,  AU-55/55  (Lot  477,  $23,100) 

• a 1796  half  dollar,  EF-45/45  (Lot  678,  $37,400) 

• an  1827  $272,  MS-65/65  (Lot  1943,  $24,750) 

• a 1910  $5,  PR-68/68  (Lot  2220,  $26,400) 

• a 1795  $10,  EF-45  (Lot  1146,  $40,700) 

• a 1904  $20,  PR-65/65  (Lot  2463,  $22,550) 

• a 1922  Grant  Memorial  half  dollar  “with  star,”  MS-65 
(Lot  1202,  $19,800) 

• an  1849  Mormon  gold  $10,  AU-55/55  (Lot  2691, 
$102,300) 

• an  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  $50,  MS-63/63  (Lot 
2700,  $60,500) 

I had  no  difficulty  whatsoever  picking  my  favorite 
from  the  1988  offerings:  a double  set  of  1915-S 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  commemo- 
rative coins  in  their  original,  copper-framed  holder 
(Lot  2687).  Twelve  double  sets  were  distributed, 
and  only  a handful  survive  today.  (This  particular 
set  realized  $192,500.) 

The  Pan-Pac  commemoratives  represent  the 
most  cohesively  beautiful  grouping  of  United 
States  coins,  and  in  their  original  frame  are  a wonder  to  behold. 
(The  double  set  of  coins  allowed  both  obverse  and  reverse  to  be  dis- 
played. Some  might  find  the  framed  collection  a little  ostentatious  to 
display  on  a den  wall,  but  if  you’ve  got  it,  flaunt  it!) 


Pittsburgh  1 989 — 98th  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena 

The  numismatic  market  already  was  going  ballistic  when  the  .\N.\ 
gathered  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  for  its  98th  Anniversary'  Cionven- 
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William  WYON’S  obverse  portrait  of  a youthful 
Victoria  is  captivating,  but  the  honors  truly  belong  to  the 
reverse  depiction  of  Victoria  guiding  the  British  Lion. 


tion,  as  evidenced  by  some  of  the  prices  realized  at  the  five-session  sale: 

• a 1792  half  disme,  AU-50  (Lot  132,  $24,200) 

• a prooflike  1797  half  dollar,  MS-60  (Lot  273,  $99,000) 

• a 1794  dollar,  VF-30  (Lot  346,  $22,000) 

• a 1795  dollar,  MS-63  (Lot  352,  $72,600) 

• an  1858  dollar,  PR-63  (Lot  410,  $9,680) 

• an  1861-D  gold  dollar,  AU-55  (Lot  464,  $20,900) 

• an  1827  $5,  MS-63  to  -64  (Lot  547,  $33,000) 

• an  1829  $5,  MS-64  (Lot  548,  $1 15,500) 

• an  1892-CC  $10,  MS-65  to  -67  (Lot  606,  $12,100) 

• a 1794  copper  dollar,  VF-35  (Lot  741,  $24,200) 

A number  of  coins  in  this  sale  could  qualify  as  my  personal  favorite. 
(Honestly,  I’d  be  thrilled  to  own  any  of  the  pieces  highlighted  above.) 
But,  if  I must  choose,  it  would  be  Lot  243^1 — a proof  1839  Great  Britain 
£5  “Una  and  the  Lion,”  which  sold  for  $25,300.  This  coin  has  been  a fa- 
vorite of  mine  since  the  first  time  I held  one  in  my  hand  many  years  ago. 

This  gold  coin  of  Queen  Victoria  is  a classic  piece  in  British  numis- 
matics. Its  rarity  is  forever  dictated  by  a mintage  of  only  400  for  inclu- 
sion in  the  proof  sets  of  1839.  William 
Wyon’s  obverse  portrait  of  a youthful  Vic- 
toria is  captivating,  but  the  honors  truly 
belong  to  the  reverse  depiction  of  Victoria 
(as  Una)  guiding  the  British  Lion.  The  de- 
sign is  simple  and  pictorial,  yet  symbolic 
and  arresting.  It  often  has  been  considered 
a highpoint  of  numismatic  art  in  Great 
Britain,  and  while  I certainly  wouldn’t  dis- 
agree with  that  statement.  I’m  not  sure 
how  it  compares  with  the  captivating 
Gothic  florin  (but  that’s  another  story). 


Great  Britain  produced  only 
400  examples  of  this  beautiful 
£5  coin,  popularly  called  “Una 
and  the  Lion,”  for  inclusion  in 
proof  sets  of  1839. 


Seattle  1 990 — 99th  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Heritage  Nimiismatic  Auctions 

The  ana  convention  in  Seattle,  Washington,  stands  out  for  sev- 
eral reasons.  First,  I participated  in  a seminar  there,  during  which  I had 
the  temerity  to  disagree  with  the  consensus  that  computers  would  be  the 
salvation  of  all  things  numismatic.  Second,  the  auction  featured,  among 
other  things,  an  array  of  certified,  gem  type  coins  that  achieved  record 
prices.  I won’t  editorialize  about  the  “good  old  days,”  but  I will  mention 
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Not  Actual  Size 


The  ANA’S  1990  auction  fea- 
tured a great  assortment  of 
U.S.  coins,  among  them  these 
outstanding  quarter  dollars 
(from  top):  a I9I8/7-S  Standing 
Liberty,  a 1796  Draped  Bust 
and  an  1835  “Reduced  Size” 
Capped  Bust. 


some  of  the  wondrous  highlights: 

• an  1858  cent  with  “large  letters,”  PR-65  (Lot  979,  $23,100) 

• a 1916-D  Mercury  dime  with  “full  bands,”  MS-66  (Lot  1247,  $24,200) 

• an  1896-S  quarter  dollar,  MS-65  (Lot  1338,  $18,700) 

• a 1794  dollar,  EF-40  (Lot  371,  $24,200) 

• a 1795  half  dollar,  MS-63  (Lot  1452,  $30,800) 

• an  1868  dollar,  PR-66  (Lot  1612,  $35,200) 

• an  1878-S  Trade  dollar,  MS-67  (Lot  1638,  $66,000) 

• an  1854  Type  2 gold  dollar,  MS-65  (Lot  2705,  $40,150) 

• an  1899  $272,  PR-66  (Lot  2749,  $37,400) 

• an  1883  $3,  PR-65  (cameo)  (Lot  2783,  $40,700) 

• a 1932  $20,  MS-65  (Lot  2993,  $36,300) 

Some  very  nice  coins  sold  in  Seattle,  but  tops  in  my  book  is  a quarter 
(well,  three  quarters  actually).  Of  the  three  pieces,  second  runner-up  is  a 
1918/7-S  Standing  Liberty  quarter  (Lot  1402,  $26,400),  graded  MS-63 
and  glowing  with  all  the  manna  expected  of  one  the  20th  century’s  most 
desirable  rarities.  This  is  a solid  choice,  to  be  sure,  but  not  quite  as  over- 
whelming as  first  runner-up:  a 1796  quarter  dollar  (Lot  1302,  $33,000) 
also  graded  MS-63 — a great  coin  made  all  the  more  attractive  by  my  ad- 
mitted prejudice  toward  18th-century  coinage. 

Grand  prize  honors,  however,  belong  to  an  1835  “Reduced  Size” 
Capped  Bust  quarter  dollar  (Lot  1304),  conservatively  graded  MS-66 
and  the  best  specimen  I have  ever  seen.  Others  obviously  agreed,  as  it 
took  a bid  of  $50,600  to  win  the  lot.  This  is  another  coin  whose  exist- 
ence defies  reason.  How  such  a specimen  was  created,  not  to  mention 
how  it  survived  for  a century  and  a half  in  superb  condition  with  its 
flaming  rainbow  coloring,  is  amazing. 

Chicago  1991  — 1 00th  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena 

The  ana  celebrated  its  centennial  by  holding  a spectacular  con- 
vention and  sale  in  Chicago  (actually  Rosemont).  The  auction  catalog  of 
ancient,  colonial.  United  States  and  world  coins  opened  with  a 14-page 
retrospective  of  the  ANA,  condensed  from  Q.  David  Bowers’  two  vol- 
ume American  Numismatic  Association  Centennial  History. 

Among  the  U.S.  highlights  of  the  auction  were: 

• a 1901-S  Barber  quarter,  MS-65  (Lot  356,  $45,100) 

• an  1834  half  dime,  PR-66  (Lot  2194,  $19,250) 

• a 1795  dollar  with  silver  plug.  Fine  (F)-12  (Lot  2281,  $2,090) 

• an  1878-CC  Trade  dollar,  MS-65  (Lot  504,  $22,000) 

• a 1907  $20  with  Roman  numerals,  PR-64  (Lot  582,  $15,400) 

• an  1878  $272,  PR-64  (Lot  2332,  $1 1,000) 

• an  1878  $3,  PR-65  (Lot  2359,  $40,150) 

• an  1851  Augustus  Humbert  gold  $50,  iMS-64  (Lot  2658,  $99,000) 

• a 1936  proof  set  in  a Wayte  Ra\nnond  holder  (Lcn  681,  $14,300) 
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If  the  opening  bid  was  met  or  exceeded,  the  previ- 
ous provisional  bids  would  be  canceled.  . . . Ultimately, 
the  individual  bidders  won  their  prizes  . . . 


• five  1935  Hudson  Sesquicentennial  commemora- 
tive half  dollars  with  original  mailing  holder  and  let- 
ter of  acknowledgment,  MS-66  (one)  and  MS-64 
(four)  (Lot  2484,  $12,100) 

Of  all  the  lots  offered  in  the  ANA’s  1991  auction,  I 
am  partial  to  one  that  didn’t  exactly  sell.  Let  me  ex- 
plain. I’ve  long  been  a fan  of  Trade  dollars,  for  rea- 
sons ranging  from  the  historical  curiosity  of  chop- 
marked  specimens  to  the  artistic  glory  of  gem  proofs. 

The  third  session  of  the  sale  opened  with  an  11 -coin 
run  of  gem  proof  Trade  dollars,  1873  to  1883  (Lots 
1901-11).  With  individual  gems  much  in  demand, 
prices  climbed  as  the  lots  were  sold  provisionally  (that 
is,  on  an  individual  basis).  The  1875  and  1877,  both 
PR-66,  sold  for  $11,550  each,  while  the  1879  and 
1880,  both  PR-67,  brought  $22,000  each. 

After  the  last  Trade  dollar,  the  1883,  was  ham- 
mered down,  the  top  bids  for  the  1 1 coins  were  to- 
taled. The  entire  group  then  was  offered  as  Lot  1912 
at  an  opening  bid  equal  to  the  total  price  of  the  indi- 
vidual coins  plus  5 percent.  If  the  opening  bid  was 
met  or  exceeded,  the  previous  provisional  bids  would 
be  canceled.  I wondered,  would  this  great  collec- 
tion be  kept  intact?  Would  some  bidder  come  forward  and  negate  the 
hard-fought  battles  for  the  separate  lots?  Ultimately,  the  individual  bid- 
ders won  their  prizes,  coins  that  are  certain  to  be  the  cornerstones  of 
some  great  collections. 


Orlando  1992 — 10 1st  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions 

The  1992  ANA  auction  was  held  in  Orlando,  Florida,  one  of  Amer- 
ica’s great  centers  of  numismatic  activity.  At  first,  collectors  and  dealers 
seemed  a little  disoriented,  as  most  were  accustomed  to  being  there  in 
January,  when  Florida  United  Numismatists  (FUN)  holds  its  annual 
convention.  They  managed  to  adjust,  however,  and  soon  the  prices  on 
the  auction  floor  were  as  strong  as  the  August  sun  outside: 

• an  1895  half  dollar,  PR-68  (Lot  1844,  $10,450) 

• a 1795  dollar,  MS-64  (Lot  1907,  $52,250) 

• an  1839  Gobrecht  dollar  (restrike),  PR-64  (Lot  1922,  $137,500) 


Actual  Size:  38. 1 0mm 

The  sale  held  at  the  ANA’s 
Centennial  Convention  in 
Chicago  in  1991  featured  1 1 
proof  Trade  dollars  even  more 
appealing  than  the  representa- 
tive specimen  above  (top  right). 
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I FIND  IT  curious  that  this  remarkable  coin’s  pedigree  is 
uncertain  . . . Surely,  its  owners  ovey  the  past  150  years 
must  have  recognized  its  rarity  in  this  exalted  grade. 


Actual  Size:  1 8.80mm 

Only  three  examples  of  proof 
1824/2  Bust  dimes  are  known, 
one  of  which  was  offered  at  the 
ANA  auction  in  1992. 


• a 1796  $2V2  “without  stars,”  VF-30/40  (Lot  459,  $20,350) 

• an  1865  $3,  MS-66  (Lot  2234,  $24,200) 

• a 1795  $10  with  “small  eagle,”  MS-63  (Lot  2310,  $51,700) 

• an  1897  $20,  PR-64  (Lot  2384,  $27,500) 

• an  1855  Kellogg  gold  $50,  PR-62  (Lot  2583,  $121,000) 

The  coin  that  caught  my  attention  was  an  1824/2  Bust  dime,  graded 
PR-65  (Lot  1676,  $23,100).  Only  three  proof  examples  are  known  (since 
the  overdate  is  remarkably  obvious,  we  can  assume  that  no  specimens 
have  been  overlooked).  In  1992  this  particular  specimen  was  the  only 
one  to  have  been  certified.  (Today,  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corpora- 
tion’s census  reports  show  three  PR-65  certifications,  most  probably 
representing  only  two  coins.)  I find  it  curious  that  this  remarkable  coin’s 
pedigree  is  uncertain  (it  may  hail  from  the  Adolphe  Menjou  Collection 
of  1950).  Surely,  its  owners  over  the  past  150  years  must  have  recog- 
nized its  rarity  in  this  exalted  grade.  The  new  owner  of  this  near-unique 
Bust  dime  has  inherited  the  pleasures  of  ownership  as  well  as  an  oppor- 
tunity for  research. 

Baltimore  1993 — 102nd  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Heritage  Nimisniatic  Auctions 

The  American  Numismatic  Association’s  1993  convention  in  Bal- 
timore, Maryland,  was  memorable  for  many  reasons,  some  involving  the 
five-session  auction.  The  sale  was  especially  rich  in  branch-mint  gold, 
whose  true  market  rarity  finally  was  achieving  due  recognition.  Among 
the  highlights  were: 

• an  1878-S  half  dollar,  MS-63  (Lot  6353,  $46,200) 

• a 1794  dollar,  F-12  (Lot  5365,  $15,400) 

• an  1841-D  $2 ‘A,  MS-60  (Lot  5508,  $25,300) 

• an  1878  $3,  PR-65  (Lot  7347,  $34,100) 

• a 1909  $5,  PR-65  (Lot  7384,  $21,175) 

• a 1908  $10,  PR-65  (Lot  7406,  $23,100) 

• an  1864  $20,  PR-64  (Lot  5830,  $34,650) 

• a 1910  $20,  PR-66  (Lot  7470,  $44,550) 

My  favorite  coin  from  this  sale  isn’t  a coin  at  all,  but  a most  attractive, 
silver  AU-55  example  of  the  Libertas  Americana  medal  (Lot  5025, 
$7,260).  (My  selection  of  this  piece  was  only  modestly  infiuenced  by  its 
marvelous  color.)  This  love  affair  with  Augustin  Dupre’s  masterpiece 
goes  back  to  the  very  first  example  I examined  (in  the  National  Numis- 
matic Collections  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution).  .As  a student  ol  the 
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American  Colonial  experience,  how  could  I resist  this  early  celebration 
of  our  independence?  I like  to  imagine  Benjamin  Franklin’s  role  in  the 
creation  of  this  medal  (or  perhaps  Dupre’s  genius  was  responsible  for 
depicting  America  as  a youthful  Hercules).  The  reverse  legend,  which 
translates  “The  infant  is  not  bold  without  divine  aid,”  literally  may  be 
true,  even  though  the  medal  depicts  America  being  defended  by  France. 
All  this  imagery  aside,  any  true  numismatist  must  acknowledge  that 
Dupre’s  1782  creation  greatly  influenced  the  design  of  America’s  “Flow- 
ing Hair”  coinage  and  likely  inspired  the  1793  half  cent. 


This  1782  Libertas  Americana 
medal,  with  its  distinctive 
design  by  Augustin  Dupre, 
brought  $7,260  at  the  ANA 
auction  in  Baltimore  in  1993. 


Detroit  1994 — 103rd  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Heritage  Niimimiatic  Auctions 

The  auction  held  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  contained  3,507  lots  of 
pure  numismatic  pleasure,  especially  for  collectors  of  American  gold 
coinage.  Anchoring  the  sale  was  the  Beverly  Hills  Collection  of  Proof 
U.S.  Gold.  Among  the  auction  highlights  were: 

• an  1834  $2‘/2,  MS-65  (Lot  7311,  $21,450) 

• an  1864  $5,  PR-64  (Lot  7485,  $25,850) 

• an  1876  $5,  MS-65  (Lot  7456,  $46,200) 

• a 1910  $20,  PR-67  (Lot  7721,  $69,300) 

• a 1931  $20,  MS-65  (Lot  7718,  $40,700) 

For  me,  the  standout  is  an  xMS-66  specimen  of  the  1834  gold  $5  with 
“Plain  4”  (Lot  7416,  $83,600)  from  the  David  M.  Faraday  Collection. 
Considering  the  auction  realized  $6.9  million,  it  might  surprise  you  that 
this  lot  brought  the  highest  price  of  any  in  the  sale.  But,  if  you  could  see 
this  “monster”  coin,  as  it  is  known  in  the  trade,  you  wouldn’t  be  sur- 
prised at  all.  It  is  a virtually  unimprovable  example  of  William  Kneass’ 
Classic  Head  type.  Many  “lesser”  1834s  are  known,  and  the  date  cer- 
tainly is  available  in  mint  state,  but  an  MS-66  specimen  is  a wholly  dif- 
ferent matter. 


Actual  Size;  22.50mm 

Offered  at  the  ANA’s  1 994  sale, 
this  1834  half  eagle  is  a nearly 
perfect  example  of  the  Classic 
Head  type. 
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It  may  well  be  that  the  half  dismes  “were  never  de- 
signed as  currency,”  but  students  of  Mint  records  know 
that  even  contemporary  records  cannot  be  trusted  . . . 


Actual  Size:  1 6.8mm 

This  1 792  half  disme,  graded 
MS-63,  brought  $50,600  at  the 
ana’s  104th  Anniversary  Con- 
vention sale  in  Anaheim. 


Anaheim  1995 — 104th  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions 

The  American  Numismatic  Association’s  show  in  Anaheim  re- 
mains a personal  favorite,  as  I was  living  in  Southern  California  at  the 
time  (the  “best”  ANA  gatherings  are  always  the  ones  you  can  drive  to 
in  45  minutes!).  The  auction  included  some  wonderful  specialty  collec- 
tions, including  the  Harvey’s  Resort  Hotel  Collection  of  Nevada  Cur- 
rency, the  Marshall  Rose  Collection  of  Patterns,  and  the  Harlan  Valley 
Collection  (Part  III). 

The  1995  ANA  sale  contained  many  rare  minors,  in  addition  to  the 
“usual”  assortment  of  luminous  offerings; 

• a 1918/7-D  nickel,  MS-64  (Lot  5823,  $51,700) 

• an  1860-0  dime,  MS-67  (Lot  6020,  $50,600) 

• a 1918/7-S  quarter,  MS-62  (Lot  6226,  $14,300) 

• an  1889-CC  deep  mirror  prooflike  dollar,  MS-64 
(Lot  6738,  $37,400) 

• an  1879  “Flowing  Hair”  $4,  PR-65  (Lot  7719, 
$58,300) 

• an  1852-C  $5,  MS-64  (Lot  7758,  $26,400) 

• an  1869  $10,  PR-66  (Lot  7927,  $61,050) 

• an  1861  $20,  MS-67  (Lot  7947,  $96,800) 

The  sale  also  featured  eight  Branch  Mint  proof 

Morgans  from  the  Anita  Maxwell  Trust  Collec- 
tion, any  one  of  which  would  be  the  centerpiece 
of  a collection  of  Morgan  dollars: 

• an  1879-0  dollar,  PR-64  (Lot  7502,  $37,400) 

• an  1882-CC  dollar,  MS-64  (Lot  7503,  $11,000) 

• an  1883-0  dollar,  PR-64  (Lot  7504,  $18,700) 

• an  1883-CC  dollar,  PR-64  (Lot  7505,  $20,350) 

• an  1884-0  dollar,  MS-64  (Lot  7506,  $12,650) 

• an  1887-0  deep  mirror  prooflike  dollar,  MS-65 
(Lot  7507,  $8,250) 

• an  1893-CC  dollar,  PR-61  (Lot  7508,  $17,600) 

• a 192 1-S  dollar,  MS-64  (Lot  7509,  $7,975) 

My  lot  of  choice  is  a 1792  half  disme  (Lot 

5941,  $50,600)  graded  MS-63.  The  coin’s  status  as  a pattern  often 
is  confirmed  by  quoting  from  an  1844  memorandum  by  Dr.  Jonas 
McClintock,  one-time  Mint  refiner.  It  may  well  he  that  the  half  dismes 
“were  never  designed  as  currency,”  hut  students  of  Mint  records  know 
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Actual  Size:  2 1 .5mm 

This  “Flowing  Hair”  Stella, 
from  the  estate  of  Vaughan  G. 
Papke,  realized  $49,500  at  the 
ana’s  1996  auction  in  Denver. 


that  even  contemporary  records  cannot  be  trusted,  much  less  50-year- 
old  remembrances.  Maybe  McClintock  really  did  recall  his  conversa- 
tions with  Chief  Coiner  Adam  Eckfeldt,  and  perhaps  the  silver  for  the 
half  dismes  really  was  provided  by  President  George  Washington  and 
his  wife,  Martha.  Since  we  can  never  be  certain,  I prefer  to  believe  that 
the  Washingtons  were  responsible  for  the  entire  mintage  of  2,000  half 
dismes,  which  in  turn  were  delivered  to  Thomas  Jefferson  (another  hero 
of  mine,  despite  his  politics). 

Denver  1996 — 105th  Anniversary  Convention  Sale 

Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions 

The  ana  sale  conducted  in  Denver,  Colorado,  in  1996  fea- 
tured a record  number  of  consignments;  the  auction  catalog, 
which  weighed  almost  4 pounds,  bears  this  out.  Many  great 
rarities  found  new  homes  at  precedent-setting  prices, 
which  is,  after  all,  the  very  essence  of  the  auction 
process.  Among  the  highlights  were: 

• a 1795  Bust  dollar,  MS-63  (Lot  7952,  $41,800) 

• a 1796  $2V2,  AU-50  (Lot  8140,  $37,400) 

• a 1798/7  “9  x 4 Stars”  $10,  MS-62  (Lot  8410,  $49,500) 

• a 1922  Grant  Memorial  commemorative  half  dollar  with 
“Star  Uniface  Die  Trials,”  PR-65  (Lot  5194,  $34,100) 

• a 1915-S  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  commemora- 
tive five-coin  set  in  a box  (Lot  5658,  $55,000) 

In  my  opinion,  one  of  the  most  interesting  coins  has  to  be  a cameo 
proof  1879  “Flowing  Hair”  $4  Stella  (Lot  8276,  $49,500)  from  the 
Vaughan  G.  Papke  Estate  Collection.  I happen  to  be  particularly  fond  of 
the  Stella,  perhaps  because  of  its  status  as  a failed  “international” 
coinage  (as  long  as  exchange  rates  vary,  there  can  be  no  internationally 
accepted  gold  coin).  The  cameo  splendor  of  this  example  is  especially 
appealing  to  me.  (After  all,  if  you’re  going  to  dream  about  a owning  a 
Stella,  why  not  dream  about  the  best?) 


The  ana’s  next  major  sale,  conducted  by  Heritage  Numismatic 
Auctions,  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Association’s  106th  An- 
niversary Convention  in  New  York  City,  July  30  through  August  3.  The 
last  ANA  convention  in  New  York  set  attendance  records,  and  show  or- 
ganizers hope  this  World’s  Fair  of  Money  will  be  even  better.  With  the 
ana’s  track  record  for  great  auctions,  the  New  York  sale  surely  will 
make  numismatic  history.  • 


Vice  president  of  operations  at  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions  in  Dallas,  Texas,  R.  Bruce 
Korver  previously  has  been  associated  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  THE  COIN  DEALER 
NEWSLETTER  and  several  auction  houses.  His  last  article  for  THE  NUMISMATIST,  “^To 
Have  and  To  Hold”  (June  1 992),  explored  the  mysteries  of  coin  storage. 
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BY  HOW 


♦ WRITTEN  BY  NOTED  AUTHOR  AND 
HISTORIAN  OF  CAMINC  PIECES 


^ INCLUDES  OENERAL  TERMS  AND 
DEFINITIONS 


SUCCESTED  RETAIL 
$29.95  U.S. 


^ CHRONOLOCYOFTHE 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  AMERICAN 
CAMINC  CHECKS 

^ INFORA^ATION  ON  THE 
COMPOSITION  AND  MANUFACTURE 
OF  CAMINC  PIECES 

^ IN-DEPTH  CATALOC  LISTINC  OF 
NEVADA  CHIPS  AND  CHECKS 

^ HUNDREDS  OF  ILLUSTRATIONS 


On  Sale  Now  at  your  local  coin  store,  book  store  or  wherever  coin  products  ore  sold. 


For  a free  product  list  write: 
Whitman®  Coin  Products 
Golden  Books  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 
1 220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wl  53404 


All  trademarks  are  the  property  of  Golden  Books  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 
© 1997  Golden  Books  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 
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Five  of  the  over  31,600  coins  NQC  graded  in  December  1996  were,*,. 


The  Eliasberg/Parrino 
1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel 
NGC  PF-66 


A “Full  House”  Of  The  World’s 

Finest  Coins 


Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America 

The  consistent  choice  for  certifying  the  world’s  finest  coins,  including 
over  30,000  of  the  world’s  most  important  coins  every  month..,,  like  yours. 


For  a listing  of  the  1,200-plus  authorized  NGC  dealers  who  can  help  you  submit 


your  important  coins,  call  l-SOO-NGC-COIN  (642-2646) 

/O^ 


f9»7-  f997 


NUMISMAI  It 
GUARANTY 
CORPORATiun 
OF  AMERICA 


NUMISMATIC 
GUARANTY 
CORPORAPON 
Of  AMERICA 


OrnCIAL  GKADINC  SMVIU 


APRIL  1 9 9 7 • THE  NUMISMATIST 


383 


U.S.  COINAGE 


by  Robert  E.  LeVan 
ANA  158095 


A Date  Set 
of  Circulated 
Morgan  Dollars 

Assembling  a set  of  circulated  Morgan  dollars  can  be 
every  bit  as  satisfying — and  much  less  costly — than 
building  a collection  around  mint-state  examples. 


Actual  Size:  38. 1 mm 


When  assembling  a date  set  of 
circulated  Morgan  dollars, 
study  your  options  carefully. 
Many  specimens  sell  for  less 
than  $20  each.  An  exception  is 
this  Extremely  Fine  1893-S 
Morgan,  which  can  sell  for  as 
much  as  $3,500. 

ANA  PHOTO  ARCHIVES 


A FAVORITE  OF  collectors  and  investors  alike,  the  sil- 
ver Liberty  Head  (or  Morgan)  dollar,  struck  from  1878 
to  1904  and  again  in  1921,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
coins  ever  minted  in  America.  What’s  more,  the  low 
prices  in  today’s  numismatic  marketplace  make  the 
Morgan  dollar  a real  bargain. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  invest  in  Morgans  is  to  assemble  a com- 
plete date  set  in  About  Uncirculated  (AU)  condition.  A carefully  se- 
lected AU  dollar  can  be  as  at- 


tractive as  a significandy  more 
expensive  Brilliant  Uncircu- 
lated specimen.  A common- 
date  AU  Morgan  dollar  sells 
for  about  $13,  not  quite  three 
times  its  bullion  value.  On  the 
other  hand,  a Very  Fine  (\T)  to 
Extremely  Fine  (EF)  common- 
date  Morgan  typically  sells  for 
$9  to  $10;  why  not  spend  an 
additional  $4  to  purchase  a 
beautiful  coin  that  any  collec- 
tor would  be  proud  to  own? 


Adapted  from  “Investing  in  Circulated  Morgan  Dollars”  by  Robert  Le\’an,  originally 
published  in  the  Greater  Jacksonville  (b'lorida)  Coin  Club  newsletter  (.April  1 W5). 
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When  purchasing  a Morgan  dollar  from  a group  of 
coins  having  the  same  date  and  about  the  same  price,  you 
should  opt  for  the  specimen  with  the  scarcer  mintmark. 


Produced  at  the  Philadelphia  (P),  New  Orleans  (O),  Carson  City  (CC), 
Denver  (D)  and  San  Francisco  (S)  Mints,  Morgan  dollars  are  plenti- 
ful enough  to  make  AU  specimens  affordable  for  virtually  any  col- 
lector. Of  the  28  dates,  only  6 (1891-95,  1903)  are  likely  to  exceed  the 
$13  average  price.  Once  assembled,  your  circulated  set  of  100-year- 
old  coins  will  contain  more  than  21  ounces  of  silver  and  cost  approxi- 
mately $761. 

A review  of  current  price  trends  reveals  that  Morgan  dollars  struck  in 
Philadelphia,  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  in  1881  each  sell  for 
about  the  same  price — between  $13.50  and  $14.25.  However,  the  New 
Orleans  Mint  dollars  have  a lower  mintage  than  their  Philadelphia  and 
San  Francisco  counterparts,  and  thus  might  have  greater  potential  for 
appreciation.  When  purchasing  a Morgan  dollar  from  a group  of  coins 
having  the  same  date  and  about  the  same  price,  you  should  opt  for  the 
specimen  with  the  scarcer  mintmark. 

Regarding  the  six  Morgan  dollars  that  typically  sell  above  the  $13 
average,  the  1891  and  1903  are  perhaps  the  most  easily  obtained,  gener- 
ally for  $20  in  About  Uncirculated  grade.  The  remaining  dates  (1892-95) 
are  more  difficult  to  track  down,  as  they  are  scarce  and  always  in  demand. 
Together,  they  could  cost  more  than  the  other  24  coins  combined  (al- 
though over  time  their  value  should  surpass  the  others  as  well).  For  this 
reason,  I suggest  collectors  lower  their  standards  just  a bit  and  purchase 
EF-45  specimens. 

The  price  differential  between  AU  and  EF  in  this  date  range  can 
be  considerable.  For  example,  you  could  pay  $965  for  an  AU  1895-0 
Morgan  dollar,  whereas  an  EF  specimen  costs  only  about  $285.  Philadel- 
phia and  New  Orleans  Morgan  dollars  dated  1892  bring  about  $17  each 
in  EF,  but  $40  to  $50  in  AU  (of  the  two,  I prefer  the  P-mint  issue  for  its 
lower  mintage  and  better  strike).  The  lower  grade  of  these  four  dates 
will  be  less  noticeable  if  you  acquire  EF-45  coins  falling  just  shy  of  the 
AU-50  grade. 

When  you  have  completed  your  date  set  of  Morgan  dollars  in  EF  to 
AU  grade,  you  will  have  a collection  that  looks  almost  as  good — and 
brings  you  as  much  pleasure — as  a Brilliant  Uncirculated  set  costing 
thousands  of  dollars.  Not  a bad  deal  for  less  than  $800!  • 


Vice  president  of  Florida's  Greater  Jacksonville  Coin  Club,  Robert  LeVan  works  for  the  City 
of  Jacksonville  in  water  services.  Aside  from  collecting  ancient  coins,  Morgan  dollars,  broken 
bank  notes  and  old  European  coinage,  he  enjoys  history  and  antique  motorcycles. 


A Date  Set 
of  Circulated 
Morgan  Dollars 

DATE/MM 

GRADE 

PRICE  ($) 

1878-S 

AU-50 

14.50 

1879-P 

AU-50 

13.00 

1880-P 

AU-50 

13.00 

1881-0 

AU-50 

14.25 

1882-0 

AU-50 

13.50 

1883-0 

AU-50 

13.50 

1884-0 

AU-50 

12.50 

1885-0 

AU-50 

12.25 

1886-P 

AU-50 

12.25 

1887-P 

AU-50 

12.50 

1888-P 

AU-50 

12.50 

1889-P 

AU-50 

12.50 

1890-P 

AU-50 

13.00 

1891-S 

AU-50 

18.00 

1892-P 

EF-40 

17.00 

1893-P 

EF-40 

95.00 

1894-0 

EF-40 

47.50 

1895-0 

EF-40 

285.00 

1896-P 

AU-50 

12.00 

1897-P 

AU-50 

14.00 

1898-P 

AU-50 

12.50 

1899-0 

AU-50 

13.00 

1900-P 

AU-50 

12.00 

1901-0 

AU-50 

12.50 

1902-0 

AU-50 

13.50 

1903-P 

AU-50 

18.00 

1904-0 

AU-50 

13.50 

1921-P 

AU-50 

8.50 

TOTAL 

$761.25 

Dollars  selected  represent  those 
with  the  lowest  price  for  the  small- 
est mintage.  Prices  are  based  on 
trends  reported  in  the  January  21, 
1997,  issue  of  COIN  WORLD. 
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Wanted  To  Buy 


Now  Celebrating  Our  34th.  Year  - Ship  With  Confidence  - Immediate  Payment! 


Half  Cents 

Culls  5.00  VF  36,00 
AG/G  12.00  XF  49.50 

GA/G  18.00  AU  72.00 

FA/F  29.50  Unc  126.00 
Large  Cents 
Culls  1.75  VF  12.50 
AG/G  4.00  XF  27.00 
GA/G  7.00  AU  67.50 
FA/F  9.50  Unc  81.00 
Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Culls  1.75  VF  21,50 
AG/G  5.00  XF  54.00 
GA/G  11.00  AU  90.00 
F/VF  14.00  Unc  153.00 
Copper  Nickel  Cent 
CuHs  1.00  VF  6.00 
AG/G  1.75  XF  13,50 
GA/G  3.00  AU  26.00 
F/VF  4.50  Unc  40.50 
Indian  Cent 
Culls  .22  AU  9.00 
AG/G  .65  Unc  13.50 
G/VG  .85  Proof  57,00 
Indian  Cent  1866 
VF  51.00  AU  117.00 
XF  89.00  Unc  153.00 
Indian  Cent  1867 
VF  62.00  AU  117.00 
XF  87.00  Unc  162.00 
Indian  Cent  1868 
VF  50.00  AU  100.50 
XF  78.00  Unc  144.00 
Indian  Cent  1869 
VF  148.50  AU  225.00 
XF  175.50  Unc  270.00 
Indian  Cent  1870 
AG/G  15.00  VF  130.50 
Good  22.50  XF  189.00 
VG  29.50  AU  207.00 
Fine  90.00  Unc  301.50 
Indian  Cent  1871 
AG/G  17.00  VF  166.50 
Good  26.00  XF  202.50 
VG  37.50  AU  247.50 
Fine  130,50  Unc  292.50 
Indian  Cent  1872 
AG/G  24.50  VF  180.00 
Good  36.50  XF  216.00 
VG  45.00  AU  247.50 
Fme  162.00  Unc  337.50 
Indian  Cent  1873 
VF  28.50  AU  76.50 
XF  64.50  Unc  108.00 
Indian  Cent  1874 
VF  25.00  AU  76.50 
XF  57.50  Unc  108.00 
Indian  Cent  1875 
VF  25.00  AU  72.00 
XF  54.00  Unc  106.00 
Indian  Cent  1876 
VF  34.00  AU  90.00 
XF  72.00  Unc  126.00 
Indian  Cent  1877 
AG/G  225.00  VF  617.50 
Good  342.00  XF  902.50 
VG  384.50  AU  1,235.00 
Rne  506.00  Unc  1,496.00 


Indian  Cent  1878 

VF  42.00  AU  90.00 
XF  69.00  Unc  126.00 
Indian  Cent  1879 
VF  12.50  AU  29.50 
XF  27.00  Unc  45.00 
Indian  Cent  1908  S 
AG/G  19.00  VF  38.00 
Good  30.00  XF  57.00 
VG  33.00  AU  90.00 
Fne  36.00  Unc  147.00 
Indian  Cent  1909  S 
AG/G  117.00  VF  275.50 
Good  195.00  XF  289.50 
VG  218.50  AU  308.50 
Fine  237.50  Unc  375.00 
Indian  Cents 
Complete  Set 
1856-1909  GA/G  3,800.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1909  S 
AG/G  16.00  XF  58.50 
G/VG  28.00  AU  76.50 
F/VF  40.00  Unc  85.50 
Lincoln  1909SVDB 
AG/G  171.00  XF  389.50 
G/VG  270.50  AU  413.00 
FA/F  346.50  Unc  522.50 
Lincoln  Cent  1910  S 
AG/G  2.50  XF  13.00 
G/VG  4.00  AU  31.50 
FA/F  5.00  Unc  38.50 
Lincoln  Cent  1911  S 
AG/G  6.50  XF  22.50 
G/VG  9.50  AU  43.00 
F/VF  11,50  Unc  81.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1912  S 
AG/G  4.00  XF  19.50 
GA/G  6.00  AU  36.00 
F/VF  9.00  Unc  54.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1913  S 
AG/G  225  XF  16,00 
GA/G  3.50  AU  36.00 
F/VF  4.50  Unc  72.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1914  D 
AG/G  38.00  VF  133.00 
Good  62.00  XF  318.00 
VG  70.00  AU  498.50 
Rne  95.00  Unc  736.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1914  S 
AG/G  4.00  XF  22.50 
G/VG  6.00  AU  54.00 
F/VF  7.00  Unc  121.50 
Lincoln  Cent  1915  S 
AG/G  2.50  XF  18.00 
GA/G  3.50  AU  32.00 
F/VF  5.00  Unc  67.50 
Lincoln  1922  Plain 
AG/G  90.00  Rne  270.00 
Good  135,00  VF  391.50 
VG  202.50  XF  1,080.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1922  D 
AG/G  2.50  XF  12,50 
G/VG  4.00  AU  27.50 
FA/F  5.00  Unc  45.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1931  S 
AG/G  14.00  XF  27.50 
G/VG  21.50  AU  32.00 
FA/F  23.00  Unc  37.50 


Lincoln  Cent  1955/55 

VF  301.50  AU  391.50 
XF  342.00  Unc  477.00 
Lincoln  Cent  1972/72 
VF  76.00  AU  109.50 
XF  95.00  Unc  123.50 
Lincoln  Cent  Set 
1909-1 940  G/VG  600.00 
Two-Cent  Pieces 
Culls  1.25  VF/XF  13.50 
AG/G  1.75  XF/AU  21,50 
G/VG  5.00  AU  34.00 
VG/F  6.50  Unc  54.00 
F/VF  12.50  Proof  202.50 
Three-Cent  Silver 
Culls  1.25  VF/XF  23.00 
AG/G  2.00  XF/AU  40.50 
G/VG  10.00  AU  76.50 
VG/F  11.50  Unc  108.00 
F/VF  14.00  Proof  171.00 
Three-Cent  Nickel 
Culls  1.25  VF/XF  6.50 
AG/G  2.00  XF/AU  10.50 
GA/G  4.50  AU  24.00 
VG/F  5.50  Unc  58.50 
FA/F  6.00  Proof  103.50 
Bust  Half  Dimes 


Culls  2.00 

VF 

40.50 

AG/G  5.00 

XF 

72.00 

GA/G  10.00 

AU 

135.00 

VG/F  16.00 

Unc. 

189.00 

Seated  Half  Dimes 

Culls  1.25 

VF/XF  9.00 

AG/G  2.25 

AU 

40.50 

GA/G  4.50 

Unc 

94.50 

VG/F  5.50 

Proof  162.00 

Shield  Nickels 

Culls  .75 

VF/XF  9.50 

AG/G  2.00 

AU 

36.00 

G/VG  6.25 

Unc 

63.00 

VG/F  6.75 

Proof  117.00 

Liberty  5c  W/Cents 

Culls  .15 

XF 

10.50 

AG/G  .40 

AU 

20.50 

G/VG  .70 

Unc 

36.00 

F/VF  2.00 

Proof 

90.00 

Liberty  Nickel  1885 

AG/G  117.00 

VF 

323.00 

Good  185.00 

XF 

437.00 

VG  204.00 

AU 

498.50 

Rne  261.00 

Unc 

617.50 

Liberty  Nickel  1886 

AG/G  33.00 

VF 

156.50 

Good  52.00 

XF 

199.50 

VG  73.00 

AU 

266.00 

Rne  109.00 

Unc 

365.50 

Liberty  Nickel  1912  S 

AG/G  20.00 

VF 

161.50 

Good  32.00 

XF 

332.50 

VG  39.50 

AU 

427.50 

Fme  61.50 

Unc 

546.00 

Buffalo  Nickels 

No  Date  .10 

Good-f  .40 

Part  Date  ,15 

Proof  540.00 

Buffalo  5C1913DT2 

AG/G  15.50 

VF 

46.50 

Good  24.50 

XF 

52.00 

VG  31.00 

AU 

77.50 

Rne  42.50 

Unc 

114.00 

Buffalo  5C1913ST2 

AG/G  40.00  VF  118.50 
Good  63.50  XF  142.50 
VG  85.50  AU  190.00 
Rne  112.00  Unc  228.00 
Buffalo  5c  1914  D 
AG/G  14.00  VF  46.50 
Good  22.50  XF  77.50 
VG  32.00  AU  95.00 
Fine  38.00  Unc  148.00 
Buffalo  5C  1918/7  D 
Good  266.00  Fine  641.00 
VG  365.50  VF  1,615.00 
5C  1937  D 3 Legged 
VG  166.00  XF  285.00 
Rne  175.50  AU  380.00 
VF  209.00  Unc  878.50 
Bust  Dimes  - Large 
Culls  3.00  VF  61.00 
AG/G  5.00  XF  193.50 
G/VG  9.50  AU  378.00 
VG/F  11.50  Unc.  607.50 
Bust  Dimes  - Small 
Culls  2.00  VF  36.00 
AG/G  5.00  XF  121.50 
G/VG  9.00  AU  211.50 
VG/F  10.50  Unc.  472.50 
Seated  Dimes 
Culls  1.00  VF  8.00 
AG/G  2.50  XF  13.50 
GA/G  5.00  AU  37.50 
VG/F  5.50  Unc.  81.00 
Barber  Dimes 
Culls  .40  AU  36.00 
AG/G  .50  Unc  63.00 
GA/G  .70  Proof  171.00 
Barber  Dime  1892  S 
AG/G  15.00  Rne  94.50 
Good  22.50  VF  121.50 
VG  47.50  XF  148.50 
Barber  Dime  1893  O 
AG/G  7.00  Fine  67.50 
Good  10.50  VF  76.50 
VG  20.50  XF  94.50 
Barber  Dime  1894  O 
AG/G  18.00  Rne  112.50 
Good  27.00  VF  144.00 
VG  50.00  XF  202.50 
Barber  Dime  1895 
AG/G  28.00  Rne  211.50 
Good  42.00  VF  279.00 
VG  73.50  XF  315.00 
Barber  Dime  1895  O 
AG/G  82.00  Fine  477.00 
Good  123.00  VF  661.50 
VG  207.00  XF  1,260.00 
Barber  Dime  1895  S 
AG/G  12.00  Rne  73.50 
Good  18.00  VF  99.00 
VG  24.00  XF  121.50 
Barber  Dime  1896  O 
AG/G  21.00  Rne  148.50 
Good  31.50  VF  202.50 
VG  55.50  XF  270.00 
Barber  Dime  1896  S 
AG/G  24.00  Fine  144.00 
Good  36.00  VF  171.00 
VG  58.50  XF  211.50  ' 


Barber  Dime  1897  O 

AG/G  20.00  Fine  157.50 
Good  30.50  VF  198.00 
VG  53.00  XF  243.00 
Barber  Dime  1901  S 
AG/G  19.00  Rne  193.50 
Good  28.50  VF  225.00 
VG  45.00  XF  270.00 
Barber  Dime  1903  S 
AG/G  17.00  Rne  225.00 
Good  26.00  VF  292.50 
VG  45.00  XF  486.00 
Barber  Dime  1904  S 
AG/G  11.00  Fine  81.00 
Good  17.00  VF  108.00 
VG  27.50  XF  157.50 
Mercury  IOC  1916  D 
AG/G  228.00  Fine  826.50 
Good  361.00  VF  1,116.00 
VG  546.00  XF  1,853.00 
Mercury  Dime  1921 
AG/G  9.00  Rne  54.00 
Good  14.50  VF  118.50 
VG  23.50  XF  332.50 
Mercury  10c  1921  D 
AG/G  18.00  Rne  77.50 
Good  28,50  VF  156.50 
VG  40.50  XF  361.00 
Mercury  Dime  1942/1 
Good  180.50  VF  247.00 
VG  199.50  XF  270.50 
Rne  232.50  AU  332.50 
Twenty-Cent  Pieces 
Culls  10.00  VF  72.00 
AG/G  16.00  XF  112.50 
G/VG  33.00  AU  198.00 
VG/F  36.50  Unc.  337.50 
Bust  25c  - Large 
Culls  8.00  Rne  40.50 
AG/G  16.00  VF  171.00 
G/VG  28.50  XF  450.00 
Bust  25c  - Small 
Culls  7.50  Fine  31.50 
AG/G  15.00  VF  58.50 
G/VG  27.00  XF  148.50 
Seated  Quarters 
Culls  1.25  XF  34.00 
AG/G  4.00  AU  81,00 
G/VG  8.50  Unc  153.00 
F/VF  14.00  Proof  207.00 
Barber  Quarters 
Culls  1.00  AU  76.50 
AG/G  1.50  Unc  103.50 
G/VG  1.75  Proof  225.00 
Barber  25c  1896S 
AG/G  123,00  VG  301.50 
G 184.50  Rne  418.50 
Barber  25c  1913  S 
AG/G  204.00  VG  472.50 
G 306.00  Fine  1,193.00 
Standing  Quarter  T1 
GA/G  7.50  VG/F  10.00 
Standing  Quarter  T2 
AG/G  1.50  G/VG  1.75 
Standing  25c  1916 
Good  675.00  Rne  1,170.00 
VG  958.50  VF  1,530.00 


25C  1917  DTI 


AG/G 

6.50 

Rne 

17.00 

Good 

9.50 

VF 

36.00 

VG 

12.50 

XF 

58.50 

25e  1917  ST1 

AG/G 

6.50 

Rne 

17.00 

Good 

9.50 

VF 

42.00 

VG 

11.50 

XF 

81.00 

25c  1917  DT2 

AG/G 

8.00 

Fine 

34.00 

Good 

12.50 

VF 

42.00 

VG 

16,00 

XF 

61.00 

25C  1917  ST2 

AG/G 

7.50 

Rne 

23.50 

Good 

11.50 

VF 

37.50 

VG 

14.00 

XF 

52.00 

25c  1918/7  S 

Good  720.00 

Rne  1,170.00 

VG 

900.00 

VF  1,530.00 

25c  1919  D 

AG/G 

21.00 

Rne 

73.50 

Good 

31.50 

VF 

117.00 

VG 

54.00 

XF 

189.00 

25C  1919  S 

AG/G 

21.00 

Rne 

73,50 

Good 

31.50 

VF 

139.50 

VG 

52.00 

XF 

256.50 

25C  1921 

AG/G 

27.00 

Fme 

94.50 

Good 

40.50 

VF 

121.50 

VG 

67.50 

XF 

180.00 

25c  1923  S 

AG/G 

48.00 

Rne 

148.50 

Good 

72.00 

VF 

216.00 

VG 

112.50 

XF 

288.00 

25c  1932  D 

GA/G 

25.00 

XF 

85.50 

Rne 

31.50 

AU 

171.00 

VF 

40.50 

Unc 

292.50 

25c  1932  S 

GA/G 

21.50 

XF 

43.00 

Fine 

24.00 

AU 

85.50 

VF 

27.00 

Unc 

180.00 

Bust  Halves 

Culls 

6.00 

Fine 

28.50 

AG/G 

15.00 

VF 

32.00 

GA/G 

21.50 

XF 

54.50 

Seated  Halves 

Culls 

2.50 

Rne 

26.00 

AG/G 

6.00 

VF 

30.50 

GA/G 

10.00 

XF 

49.50 

Barber  Halves 

Culls 

2.00 

AU 

180.00 

AG/G 

3.50 

Unc 

279.00 

GA/G 

3.75 

Proof  301.50 

Barber  Half  1892  O 

AG/G  57.00  Fine  166.50 
Good  85.50  VF  207.00 
VG  112.50  XF  288.00 
Barber  Half  1892  S 
AG/G  54.00  Fine  153.00 
Good  81.00  VF  193.50 
VG  105.00  XF  270.00 
Barber  Half  1893  S 
AG/G  31.50  Rne  108.00 
Good  47.50  VF  202.50 
VG  60.00  XF  283.50 


Barber  Half  1896  S 

AG/G  28.00  Rne  81.00 
Good  42.00  VF  135.00 
VG  54.00  XF  247.50 
Barber  Half  1897  O 
AG/G  19.50  Rne  225.00 
Good  35.00  VF  450.00 
VG  58.50  XF  585.00 
Barber  Half  1897  S 
AG/G  49.00  Fine  175.50 
Good  73.50  VF  283.50 
VG  83.50  XF  450.00 
Barber  Half  1913 
AG/G  9.00  Rne  61.00 
Good  13.50  VF  126.00 
VG  18.00  XF  243.00 
Barber  Half  1914 
AG/G  12.00  Fine  108.00 
Good  18.00  VF  211.50 
VG  28.50  XF  328.50 
Barber  Half  1915 
AG/G  9.50  Rne  58.50 
Good  14.00  VF  135.00 
VG  18.00  XF  247.50 
Walking  Half  1916 
AG/G  10.00  Rne  36.00 
Good  15.00  VF  76.50 
VG  18.00  XF  99.00 
Walking  Half  1916  D 
AG/G  7.00  Rne  20.50 
Good  10.50  VF  49.50 
VG  12.50  XF  85.50 
Walking  Half  1916  S 
AG/G  31.50  Fine  85.50 
Good  47.50  VF  207.00 
VG  51.00  XF  337.50 
Walking  Half  1919 
AG/G  6.50  Fine  24.00 
Good  9.50  VF  94.50 
VG  11.50  XF  270.00 
Walking  Half  1919  D 
AG/G  4.50  Rne  25.00 
Good  6.50  VF  103.50 
VG  8.50  XF  378.00 
Walking  Half  1919  S 
AG/G  4.50  Rne  20.50 
Good  6.50  VF  99.00 
VG  9.50  XF  495.00 
Walking  Half  1921 
AG/G  33.00  Rne  126.00 
Good  49.50  VF  382.50 
VG  72.00  XF  967.50 
Walking  Half  1921  D 
AG/G  51.50  Rne  166.50 
Good  77.00  VF  468.00 
VG  97.00  XF  1,350.00 
Walking  Half  1921  S 
AG/G  9.00  Fine  40.50 
Good  13.50  VF  360.00 
VG  16.00  XF  3,555.00 
Bust  Dollars 
Culls  85.00  VG  315.00 
AG/G  156.00  Fine  378.00 
Good  234.00  VF  477.00 
Seated  Dollars 
Culls  20.00  VG  69.00 
AG/G  44.00  Fine  112.50 
Good  66.50  VF  148.50 


Shipping  Instructions  and  General  Information  - Please  Read 

Culls  - coins  with  a full  date  and  no  holes.  AG/G  - coin  must  have  at  least  a full  Good  obverse  and  no  damage,  the  reverse  can  be  AG.  G-i-  - coin 
must  be  full  Good  or  better  and  must  not  be  damaged,  discolored,  corroded  or  otherwise  undesirable.  Check  merchandise  carefully  and  grade 
correctly.  Package  all  merchandise  securely  and  include  an  invoice  that  has  your  full  name,  address,  city,  state,  zip  code  and  phone  number. 
Be  sure  to  insure  your  package.  Payment  sent  within  24  hours  after  processing.  We  reserve  the  rights  to  limit  quantities  and  all  prices  are  subject 
to  market  changes.  We  are  strong  buyers  of  all  U.  S.  Coins  from  Half  Cents  to  Silver  Dollars,  Gold,  Commemoratives,  Proof  & Mint  Sets,  B.  U. 
Rolls,  and  Large  size  Currency.  If  you  are  in  our  area  and  would  like  to  bring  your  coins  in  for  top  dollar,  call  for  an  appointment  with  one  of 
our  buyers;  Robert  Jacobs  or  Michael  Jacobs.  If  your  collection  warrants,  we  also  travel  to  buy.  Bank  references  upon  request. 


o<  the  High  Buy,V,^ 


Robert  H.  Jacobs 
ANA  Life  Member 
#1343 


Jake's  Marketplace,  Inc. 

2955  N.  Central  Ave  - Chicago,  II  60634 

Phone  - (773)  - 725  - 1344  - Fax  - (773)  - 725  - 6878 
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U.S.  PRIVATE  ISSUES 

the  Nebraska 
Lesher  Dollar 


John  Nelson  and 


The  author  explores  the  life  of  a Nebraska  businessman 
in  an  effort  to  learn  how  he  became  the  only  issuer  of 
Lesher  referendum  dollars  outside  of  Colorado. 


At  the  turn  of  the  century,  John  Lesher  of  Colorado 
issued  “referendum  dollars”  in  an  attempt  to  expand  the 
use  of  silver.  Virtually  all  the  10,000  pieces  produced 
were  issued  for  businesses  in  Colorado;  a small  quantity, 
however,  were  used  by  John  E.  Nelson,  who  operated  a 
mercantile  business  in  Nebraska. 

Nelson  was  born  in  Sweden  on  January  1,  1865,  one  of  five  children  of 
John  and  Marie  “Mary”  Nelson.  In  1868  the  family  came  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Illinois — first  in  Rockford  for  two  years  and  then  in 
Maywood  for  1 1 years.  In  1881  the  family  moved  to  a farm  north  of  Ax- 
tell,  Nebraska.  All  the  Nelson  children  except  John  attended  country 
school  near  their  home;  records  indicate  he  went  to  work  soon  after  ar- 
riving in  Nebraska. 

In  1886  John  E.  Nelson  entered  the  merchandising  business  in  Hol- 
drege,  Nebraska,  a town  nicknamed  the  “Magic  City”  because  it  grew  so 
rapidly  with  the  coming  of  the  railroad  in  three  years  earlier.  The  county 
seat  was  moved  from  Phelps  Center  to  Holdrege  because  it  was  closer  to 
the  new  rail  line,  and  businessmen  moved  their  buildings  and  homes 
there  from  Phelps  Center  and  Sacramento.  Mhthin  50  days  of  Hol- 
drege’s  birth,  its  population  was  400,  and  by  1888  it  reached  2,800. 

Nelson’s  first  business  partner  was  Sol  Alayer.  Their  mercantile  busi- 
ness— Mayer  and  Nelson — opened  in  April  1888  and  stocked  men’s, 
women’s  and  children’s  clothing.  At  the  grand  opening  a year  later,  the 
owners  gave  away  500  souvenirs  to  customers:  women  received  a bou- 
quet of  violets,  and  men  a pocket  book. 


by  Sandra  Gray  Slater 


John  Nelson  entered  the 
mercantile  business  in  the 
booming  town  of  Holdrege, 
Nebraska,  in  1886. 

WILLIAM  NELSON,  KEARNEY,  NE 
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A proponent  of  free  silver,  Coloradan  Joseph  Lesher  (left)  produced  referendum  dollars  in  1900  and  1901  to 
promote  expanded  use  of  the  metal.  Some  of  his  pieces  were  designed  to  be  imprinted  for  use  by  businesses. 
An  imprint  piece  struck  for  John  E.  Nelson  of  Holdrege,  Nebraska  (right),  is  the  only  Lesher  referendum  dol- 
lar to  bear  the  name  of  a business  outside  Colorado.  Nelson  likely  was  acquainted  with  another  Lesher  dol- 
lar issuer,  grocery  store  owner  James  M.  Slusher,  who  had  lived  in  Holdrege  in  the  1890s.  In  1896  Slusher 
moved  to  Cripple  Creek,  Colorado,  a town  close  to  Lesher’s  home  in  Victor  (center).  ana  photo  archives 


Actual  Size:  32mm 


HAS  A REFERENDUM  DOLLAR 

Man  at  Victor,  Colorado  to  Issue  Ten  Thousand 

Joseph  Lesher,  who  recently  made  and  issued  100  silver  souvenirs, 
which  he  called  “Referendum  dollars”  says  he  has  assurance  from 
United  States  district  attorney  that  his  coinage  scheme  is  not  illegal, 
and  he  as  ordered  a new  die,  from  which  10,000  souvenirs  will  be 
struck  off  immediately.  The  silver  will  cost  him  $3,500  and  the  mak- 
ing $1,500.  He  will  sell  the  coins  for  $12,500  and  redeem  them  on  de- 
mand for  the  same  amount.  The  new  coins  will  bear  the  name  A.  B. 
Bumstead,  a Victor  groceryman,  who  agrees  to  redeem  them  in  mer- 
chandise or  money.  — The  [Holdrege]  Progress,  November  30,  1900 


In  x\lay  1891,  Nelson  joined  a new  partner,  Charles  C.  Little,  in  a venture  called  “Nelson  and  Little.” 
They  leased  the  main  floor  and  basement  of  the  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of  4th  and  Hayden 
Street  for  $67.50  a month.  The  Holdrege  Citizen  indicated  that  Little  managed  the  Holdrege  store,  while 
Nelson  spent  much  of  his  time  traveling  to  buy  merchandise  and  managing  a second  store  in  Sen- 
eca, Kansas. 

By  October  1900,  Nelson  was  the  sole  owner  of  his  new  store,  “Nelson  Clothing  Company.”  Located  in 
a double,  two-story%  brick  building  at  4th  and  Hayden  (the  Trammel  Building),  the  store  added  a new  line. 

that  <tf  ladies  fur  capes  and  cloaks,  skirts,  shirt  waists,  ladies  ready  to  wear  clothing  of  all  kinds  and  a hill  line  of 
ladies  furnishing  goods.  This  department  will  be  presidetl  over  by  the  most  efficient  help.  I hey  have  iust  pur- 
chased a large  new  stock  of  clothing,  boots  and  shoes  and  gent’s  furnishing  gootls  which  w ill  be  unequalleil  by 
any  stock  in  all  of  south  western  Nebraska. 

During  opening  week  each  caller,  lady,  gentleman  boy  or  girl  will  be  presenteil  with  a souvenir  ot  this  occa 
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A 1906  ADVERTISING  brochure  claims  that  Nelson’s 
was  the  largest  and  best-stocked  store  in  Western 
Nebraska.  A mail-order  department  had  been  added  . . . 


sion.  The  souvenirs  will  be  given  whether  the  recipients  buy  a cents  worth 
of  goods  or  not. 


Some  students  of  the  Colorado  Lesher  dollar  have  indicated  that  Nel- 
son used  the  silver  piece  during  his  grand  opening  at  the  Trammel 
Building.  This  statement  is  questionable,  since  the  store  opened  in 
1900  and  the  referendum  dollar  was  minted  in  1901.  It  is  estimated 
that  about  40  to  50  Lesher  dollars  were  minted  for  Nelson.  If  they 
were  used  for  a promotion,  there  likely  would  have  been  enough  only 
for  special  customers,  for  newspaper  accounts  indicate  hundreds  of  peo- 
ple came  to  his  special  promotions. 

Another  Nelson  “grand  opening”  was  held  in 
October  1903,  when  an  addition  doubled  the  size 
of  the  business,  which  was  then  referred  to  as  the 
“Big  Double  Store.”  An  orchestra  from  Denver 
was  hired  to  perform  at  the  event. 

A 1906  advertising  brochure  claims  that  Nel- 
son’s was  the  largest  and  best-stocked  store  in 
Western  Nebraska.  A mail-order  department  had 
been  added,  allowing  the  company  to  cover  a 
larger  trade  area.  One  of  Nelson’s  more  unique 
promotions  that  year  offered  cash  rewards  to  the 
those  bringing  the  most  women  to  the  store. 

M.P.  Maps,  who  brought  in  56  women,  received 
the  top  prize  of  $20  for  his  effort.  Other  winners 
were  J.H.  Cannon  and  E.  Hurndon,  who  brought 
24  and  16  women,  respectively. 

Between  1904  and  1916,  Nelson  purchased 
several  quarters  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of 
Phelps  County.  He  was  instrumental  in  getting  a 
road  built  in  this  area  to  help  farmers  transport 
their  products.  An  avid  fisherman.  Nelson  owned 
a privately  stocked  lake  in  the  western  part  of  the 
state.  Apparently,  his  employees  occasionally 
benefited  from  the  latter,  for  the  following  news- 
paper account  appeared  in  June  1909: 


CLERKS  GIVEN  BANQUET 

John  E.  Nelson  tendered  the  employees  of  his 
store  the  usual  annual  banquet  at  Bushee  Cafe  last 


This  stereoscopic  view  of  the  interior  of  Nelson  Clothing 
Company  was  taken  in  the  early  1900s.  The  man  behind 
the  counter  may  be  John  Nelson.  The  ad  above  an- 
nounced a close-out  sale  starting  on  December  I,  1900, 
offering  men’s  and  boys’  suits  and  overcoats,  and 
women’s  capes,  jackets  and  dress  skirts  at  “July  prices.” 

PHELPS  COUNTY  MUSEUM,  HOLDREGE.  NE 
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After  an  addition  was  built, 
the  Nelson  Clothing  Com- 
pany was  promoted  as  “The 
Big  Double  Store,”  featuring 
men’s,  women’s  and  chil- 
dren’s shoes  and  clothing,  as 
well  as  carpets,  rugs  and  dry 
goods.  In  its  bargain  base- 
ment were  “Kitchen  Uten- 
sils, Table  and  Queensware.” 

PHELPS  COUNTY  MUSEUM,  HOLDREGE,  NE 

T|ie  Store  that  Strimto  Hease 

W* 

»oi 

Ytwr  Money  fiagfc  the 

Dry  Cnods,  Clothmi;, 

CarpetK  and 

rr«yvlb«>i^  t^wly  •*!  *r«r  ?-«» 
M«n.  WViTMn 


'j!>The  Big  Double  Store 


Kitchen  I'tcnsai* 
Ta^.i«d<4«et*»*  / 1\ 
wan*.  Be  $ure  ^ ’ 

visit  this  (kprt- 


Bargain 
Basement 


Watch  am!  read  our  ads  In  the 
Newspapers.  Voii’lt  always  ftmi 
jaimelNitg  of  Interest  aod  saving 


t Cold  thjnd  I radiOft  Stamps  Kr«« 

L*-4dn-ge.  Nehr**j» 


Customers  crowded  the  entrance  to  the  Nelson  Cloth- 
ing Company  at  Christmas  1 908.  The  framework  of  the 
attractive  portico  on  the  front  of  the  building,  added  in 
1906,  was  constructed  of  white-enameled  iron  and  let- 
tered in  gold  leaf.  The  store’s  name  appeared  in  electric 
lights  above  the  entrance.  phelps  county  museum,  holdrege,  ne 


Saturday  night.  About  39  places  were  set  and  four  courses  were  tastefully 
served.  The  main  course  being  black  bass  which  Mr.  Nelson  and  Mr.  S.  F. 
Nelson  had  personally  secured  from  the  privately  stocked  lake  belonging  to 
Mr.  Nelson.  The  affair  was  immensely  enjoyed  by  all  present  and  remarks 
were  heard  to  the  effect  that  “John  Nelson  certainly  treats  his  clerks  right.” 

By  1909  Holdrege’s  population  had  grown  to  4,500  and  John’s 
brother  William  moved  to  Holdrege  to  assist  in  the  business.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  Nelson  Clothing  Company  at  the  time  were  President  John 
E.  Nelson,  Vice  President  Claus  Carlson,  Secretary  C.O.  Bruce  and 
Treasurer  William  Nelson.  William  previously  owned  a pharmacy  in 
Minden,  in  neighboring  Kearney  County.  Like  John,  he  was  active  in 
the  community,  being  a member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  school 
board,  and  serving  in  1916  as  Holdrege’s  mayor.  By  1917  William  had 
moved  to  Hastings,  Nebraska,  and  was  employed  at  Clarke-Buchanan 
Company,  Investment  Bankers,  as  secretary-treasurer.  He  served  as 
mayor  of  Hastings  from  1924-29. 

In  April  1914,  it  was  reported  that  Nelson  Clothing  was  in  financial 
difficulty  and  had  gone  into  involuntary  bankruptcy,  placing  the  blame 
on  poor  crop  conditions  and  customers’  not  paying  their  accounts.  R.G. 
Dun  & Co.  credit  rating  books  show  that  in  1909  Nelson  Clothing  had  a 
worth  of  $50,000  to  $75,000  business  and  a good  credit  rating,  but  by 
1915  it  was  rated  as  a $35,000  to  $50,000  business  and  its  credit  rating 
was  only  fair. 

On  December  19,  1914,  a large  ad  announced  the  end  of  Nelson’s 

business,  reading  in  part,  “It  didn’t  work  out  as 
we  expected  and  so  this  sad  announcement.  For  it 
is  sad  to  bid  farewell  to  a community  of  long 
friends  and  associates.”  On  February  11,  1915, 
the  company  sold  its  remaining  merchandise  at 
auction  and  closed  its  doors. 

Some  previous  articles  on  John  E.  Nelson  state 
that  “Nelson  Brothers,  Clothiers,”  a business 
advertised  in  1915,  was  started  by  John  E.  Nelson 
and  his  brother  William  after  Nelson  Clothing 
closed.  However,  in  the  R.  & G.  Credit  Rating 
books,  the  store’s  owners  were  listed  as  Arthur, 
Fred  and  Bruce  Nelson,  none  of  whom  were  re- 
lated to  John  E.  Nelson.  The  Nelson  Clothing 
Company  building  housed  several  businesses  until 
it  was  torn  down  on  September  29,  1978,  to  make 
way  for  a new  savings  and  loan  company. 

Little  is  mentioned  in  local  newspapers  about 
John  E.  Nelson  after  the  store  closed.  1 lowever,  a 
brief  announcement  stated  that  lor  part  ot  1915 
and  1916,  he  was  living  in  (iothenhurg  in  Dawson 
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. . . ANOTHER  ARTICLE  STATED  that  he  had  estab- 
lished himself  in  North  Platte  as  the  head  of  . . . the 
“Leader  Mercantile  Co.” 


County.  In  July  1916,  another  article  stated  that  he  had  established  him- 
self in  North  Platte  as  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  merchandise  stores 
in  town,  the  “Leader  Mercantile  Co.”  He  reportedly  had  purchased  a 
block  of  stock  and  was  to  be  the  general  manager. 

It  is  not  known  how  long  Nelson  was  affiliated  with  Leader  Mercan- 
tile. He  died  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  February  14,  1945,  and  is  buried 
in  Hastings,  Nebraska,  along  with  his  brother  William  and  sister  Jennie. 

How  and  why  did  John  E.  Nelson,  a Nebraska  resident  and  business- 
man, issue  referendum  dollars  produced  by  Joseph  Lesher  in  Colorado? 
What  role,  if  any,  was  played  by  James  Slusher?  The  mystery  remains  to 
be  solved,  but  additional  research  on  these  three  men  may  provide  some 
revealing  new  clues.  • 
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AUSTRIAN  COINAGE 


A-E-I-O-U 


Habsburg  rulers  apparently  knew  the  formula  for 
successfully  expanding  their  realm,  for  their  empire 
covered  a large  portion  of  the  European  continent. 


by  John  Strauss 
ANA  128873 


Actual  Size:  1 23  x 82mm 

A 2-krone  note  issued  by  the  Oesterreichisch- 
Ungarische  Bank  in  1917  illustrates  the  difficulties 
of  administering  the  extensive  Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy.  In  addition  to  German  and  Hungarian, 
the  denomination  was  printed  in  Czech,  Polish, 
Ukrainian,  Italian,  Romanian,  Slovenian,  Croatian 
and  Serbian. 


Five  vowels  in  alphabetical  order— A-E-I-O-U— 
may  seem  an  odd  title  for  an  article  about  Austrian  coinage. 
But  for  some  strange  reason,  this  arrangement  of  vowels 
fascinated  the  Habsburg  rulers  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire 
and  Austria,  and  they  enjoyed  toying  with  the  letters.  They 
used  them — especially  when  alchemy  was  in  vogue  during  the  late 
Middle  Ages — as  a part  of  a “magic  formula”  to  advance  their  design  for 
world  domination,  by  constructing  mottoes  in  which  each  word  began 
with  one  of  the  vowels,  in  sequence. 

Take,  for  example,  the  Latin  phrase  “Austria 
erit  in  orbe  ultima”  (“Austria  shall  be  the  greatest 
in  the  world”)  or  its  German  counterpart  “Alles 
erdreich  ist  Oesterreich  untertan”  (“Austria  is 
sovereign  of  the  whole  world”).  The  idea  behind 
this  word  play  is  clear;  it  is  more  than  just  a pun — 
it  literally  toys  with  the  world  and  its  fate.  It  is  no 
surprise,  then,  that  not  all  the  peoples  living  in 
the  Habsburg  realm  were  enthusiastic  subjects. 
“Austria,  the  prison  of  nations”  was  a popular,  if 
disloyal,  description  of  this  strange  union  of  coun- 
tries. And  some  unknown  punster  coined  the 
German  phrase  “Allererst  is  Oesterreich  ver- 
loren”  or  “Eirst  of  all,  Austria  will  be  lost”;  the 
punster’s  fate  is  not  recorded. 

Besides  believing  in  magical  formulas,  the 
Habsburgs  set  great  store  in  avoiding  war  when- 
ever possible.  They  believed  in  the  Latin  hex- 
ameter “Bella  gerant  alii,  tu  felix  Austria,  nuhe” 
or  “Let  others  wage  war,  thou,  O fortunate  Aus- 
tria, marry,”  admonishing  themselves  to  satisfy 
their  early  imperialist  leanings  by  advantageous 
dynastic  liaisons. 
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A 2 -KRONE  NOTE  issued  in  1917  is  clearly  indicative 
of  the  difficulties  that  beset  the  administration  of  the 
Austro-Hungarian  monarchy. 


Through  arranged  marriages  with  other  powerful  European  dynasties, 
the  map  of  Austria  by  the  1 8th  century  included  vast  territories  in  addi- 
tion to  what  later  became  the  Austro-Hungarian  empire.  Tuscany  and 
Lombardy  (in  Italy),  Galicia  (formerly  part  of  Poland)  and  Belgium  all 
were  under  the  Austrian  flag. 

Habsburg  rulers  acknowledged  that  their  realm  comprised  several  na- 
tions and  many  ethnic  groups  (a  situation  that  ultimately  contributed  to 
the  collapse  of  the  monarchy  at  the  end  of  World  War  I).  When  Em- 
peror Franz  Joseph  declared  war  in  1914,  for  instance,  his  proclamation 
was  addressed  significantly,  “an  meine  Volker”  or  “to  my  peoples.” 

A 2 -krone  note  issued  in  1917  is  clearly  indicative  of  the  difficulties 
that  beset  the  administration  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  monarchy.  Try- 
ing to  balance  often-conflicting  interests  of  many  nationalities — never 
forgetting  that  the  German-speaking  Austrians  insisted  upon  being  “top 
dog” — was  an  endless  and  impossible  task.  As  a sop  to  the  nationalistic 
feelings  of  minority  populations,  the  denomination  of  the  note  was 
printed  in  no  less  than  eight  ethnic  languages  in  addition  to  German  and 
Hungarian,  including  Czech,  Polish,  Ukrainian,  Italian,  Romanian, 
Slovenian,  Croatian  and  Serbian. 

The  Hungarians 

Hungary  was  an  ancient,  independent  kingdom,  ruled,  over  time,  by 
various  dynasties.  Late  in  the  14th  century,  the  westward  march  of  con- 
quest by  the  Ottoman  Turks  resulted  in  defeats  for  Hungary  that  tem- 
porarily were  reversed  by  the  Hungarian  victory  at  Belgrade  in  1456. 
However,  the  Turks  advanced  again,  and  in  the  battle  of  Mohacs  in 
1526,  Hungary  was  defeated,  and  her  king,  Laszlo  II,  lost  his  life.  Las- 
zlo’s  brother-in-law,  Austrian  emperor  Ferdinand  II,  immediately  seized 
the  opportunity  to  claim  Hungary’s  vacant  throne,  and  Hungary  re- 
mained under  Habsburg  rule  until  1918. 

The  Habsburgs’  reign  was  by  no  means  serene  or  undisturbed,  nor 
was  it  uninterrupted.  The  continuing  wars  with  the  Turks  and  disturb- 
ances caused  by  the  Thirty  Years’  War  took  care  of  that.  During  most  of 
this  period,  Habsburg  coins  circulated  in  Hungarian  territory,  with 
many  local  nobles  retaining  and  using  tbe  right  of  coinage.  Calvinist  be- 
liefs took  root  there,  but  the  Habsburg  rulers,  strong  proponents  of  the 
counter-reform,  antagonized  the  local  populace  and  the  powerful  nobles 
by  suppressing  Protestant  worship. 

After  a peasant  revolt  in  1679,  the  Hungarian  nobility  rebelled  against 


A 1 706  half  taler,  issued  after 
the  victory  of  the  Malcon- 
tents against  Habsburg  rule, 
features  the  crowned  arms  of 
Hungary  on  the  obverse,  and 
the  Madonna  and  Child  on 
the  reverse. 
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Some  of  these  Austrian  coins  silently  acknowledged 
the  fact  that  the  administration  did  not  want  to  offend 
Magyar  sensibilities. 


On  a 1 780  taler  issued  after 
the  Malcontents’  subsequent 
defeat,  the  Hungarian  coat  of 
arms  is  substituted  for  the 
portrait  of  Empress  Maria 
Theresa,  and  the  Madonna 
and  Child  for  the  Austrian 
double-headed  eagle. 
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Habsburg  rule.  The  rebels,  known  as  “Malcontents,”  elected  their 
leader,  Ferencz  II  Rakoczi,  as  ruling  prince  of  Hungary,  and  new 
coinage  was  established.  The  obverse  of  a 1706  half  taler  features  the 
crowned  arms  of  Hungary,  along  with  the  inscription  REG:HVNG: 
MO:NOV:ARG:  (“Hungarian  Kingdom  new  silver  coin”).  On  the  reverse, 
the  Madonna  (and  Child)  is  depicted  and  named  patroness  of  Hungary. 

The  Habsburgs  defeated  the  Malcontents  and  resumed  their  rule  and 
coinage.  Some  of  these  Austrian  coins  silently  acknowledged  the  fact 
that  the  administration  did  not  want  to  unnecessarily  offend  Magyar 
sensibilities.  A taler  of  1780  substitutes  the  Hungarian  coat  of  arms  for 
the  portrait  of  the  empress  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  shows  the 
Madonna  and  Child  instead  of  the  Austrian  double-headed  eagle. 

The  Austrian  Netherlands 

The  Habsburgs  had  begun  the  “peaceful  conquest”  of  their  empire 
in  1477  when  Emperor  Maximilian  I married  Princess  Marie  of  Bur- 
gundy, acquiring  a stake  in  what  came  to  be  known  as  the  Austrian 
Netherlands  (today’s  Benelux  countries).  Present-day  Belgium  was  part 
of  Princess  Marie’s  dowry,  and  various  inheritances  increased  the  hold- 
ings, until  all  of  the  Low  Countries  were  “united”  under  Habsburg  rule. 

The  bourgeoisie  and  Belgian  clergy  were  offended  by  the  reforms  in- 
troduced during  the  Habsburg  reigns  of  Charles  VI  and  Maria  Theresa, 
which  were  considered  autocratic  and  despotic,  having  been  imple- 
mented with  a great  deal  of  force  and  violence.  Toward  the  end  of  the 
17th  century,  a diplomat  remarked  that  the  Belgian  people  were  “docile 
enough,  provided  that  they  were  mildly  and  reasonably  governed,  and 
would  meekly  follow  those  who  guided  them,  but  resist  those  who  at- 
tempted to  drive  them  by  force.” 

Succeeding  Charles  and  Maria  Theresa,  Joseph  II  exhibited  little  tact 
and  common  sense  by  directly  attacking  historic  traditions  and  institu- 
tions of  the  privileged  orders.  He  broke  absolutely  with  the  past,  at- 
tempting to  impose  reforms  by  decree.  Considering  philosophy  the  “leg- 
islator of  his  empire,”  he  imagined  he  could  destroy  abuses  by  changing 
institutions  in  harmony.  He  died  without  realizing  his  mistakes.  At  the 
end,  he  told  the  Count  de  Segur:  “A  general  insanity  seems  to  affect  all 
peoples.  The  people  of  Brabant  [a  province  of  Belgium],  for  example, 
have  resisted  me  because  I wished  to  give  them  that  which  your  people 
are  loudly  demanding.” 

In  1781  the  zealous  reformer  Emperor  Joseph  II — brother  ot  the 
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unfortunate  Marie  Antoinette,  queen  of  France — ordered  changes  in  the 
administrative  and  judicial  systems  that  proved  to  be  exceedingly  unpop- 
ular with  Catholics,  liberals  and  conservatives  alike.  In  addition,  al- 
though he  was  an  enlightened  liberal  by  the  standards  of  his  time, 
Joseph  thought  the  administration  of  his  far-flung,  multilingual  domain 
would  be  rendered  more  efficient  by  the  adoption  of  a single  language — 
German — for  all  official  business.  Although  he  canceled  some  of  these 
reforms,  he  was  unsuccessful  in  reconciling  the  Belgians  with  his  rule.  In 
1789  the  States  General  of  the  Austrian  Netherlands  declared  Joseph  II 
deposed  and  proclaimed  the  Republic  of  the  United  States  of  Belgium. 

Before  1789  Austrian  coins  circulated  in  Belgium.  Among  them  was  a 
2 souverains  d’or  carrying  Joseph’s  portrait  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the 
reverse,  the  Austrian  coat  of  arms  encircled  by  the  Latin  legend  “Arch- 
duke of  Austria,  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  Lorraine,  Count  of  Flanders.” 

The  new  government  of  the  United  States  of  Belgium  introduced  its 
own  coinage,  including  a silver  1 -florin  piece.  The  coin’s  obverse  fea- 
tures two  clasped  hands  emerging  from  clouds  and  holding  1 1 arrows, 
symbolizing  the  1 1 united  provinces.  Above  is  the  Latin  motto  IN 
VNIONE  SALVS*  (“In  unity  there  is  well-being”).  The  reverse  shows  a 
lion  rampant  facing  right,  above  the  date  1790 
and  below  an  arch  formed  by  the  Latin  legend 
MON-NOV* ARG«PROV*FOED«BELG*  or  “New 
silver  coin  of  the  Federated  Belgian  Provinces.” 

Very  impressive  is  the  1790  3 -florin  piece  or 
“lion  d’argent,”  whose  obverse  again  features  a 
lion  rampant,  facing  left,  clutching  a raised  sword 
with  its  right  paw  and  holding  with  its  left  paw 
a shield  with  the  legend  LI/BER/TAS  (“Liberty”). 

Overarching  the  lion  is  another  Latin  motto, 

DOMINI  EST  REGNVM  (“The  Lord  reigns”). 

The  reverse  features  a sunburst  at  the  center,  sur- 
rounded by  the  coats  of  arms  of  each  of  the 
provinces.  Around  these  is  the  Latin  motto  ET 
IPSE  DOMINABITVR  GENTIVM,  which  trans- 
lates “And  He  Himself  shall  rule  the  nations.” 

Around  the  edge  is  a raised  motto  QUID  EOR- 
TIUS  LEONE  (“What  is  stronger  than  a lion?”). 

Unfortunately,  the  experiment  of  the  Belgian 
Republic  was  shortlived.  Joseph  II  was  succeeded 
by  his  brother  Leopold  II,  who  intervened  with 
Austrian  troops  and  reestablished  the  Habsburg 
regime,  if  only  for  a short  time.  Leopold’s  son, 

Charles,  was  elected  hereditary  grand  duke  by  the 
States  General  when  the  French  revolutionary 
war  (1789-99)  brought  the  entire  area  under 


Among  the  Austrian  coins 
circulating  in  Belgium  in 
1 786  was  a 2 souverains  d’or 
of  Emperor  Joseph  II,  who 
was  described  on  the  reverse 
as  “Archduke  of  Austria, 
Duke  of  Burgundy  and  Lor- 
raine, and  Count  of  Flanders.’’ 
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The  United  States  of  Belgium  issued  its  own  coin- 
age, including  a 1 790  florin  (right)  with  clasped 
hands  holding  a bundle  of  1 1 arrows,  symbolizing 
the  united  provinces.  A 1 790  3 florins  (left),  called  a 
“lion  d’argent,’’  bears  the  provinces’  coats  of  arms. 
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In  1849  Hungary  produced  its  first  coins  inscribed 
in  the  Magyar  language,  bearing  denominations  of 
egy  (one)  and  harom  (three)  krajczar. 
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Not  Actual  Size 

An  1 849  essay  for  a jedan 
(one)  krizar  bears  the  com- 
bined arms  of  Croatia,  Slavo- 
nia and  Dalmatia. 
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France’s  control,  thus  permanently  finishing  the 
Habsburg  era  in  the  Low  Countries. 

A Series  of  Revolutions 

When  revolutions  swept  Europe  in  1848, 
nationalistic  fervor  gripped  the  nations  under 
Habsburg  domination.  In  April  1849,  war  broke 
out  between  Hungary  and  Austria.  The  Hungari- 
ans proclaimed  an  independent  republic,  with 
Lajos  Kossuth  as  its  president.  Hungary  produced 
its  first  coins  in  the  Magyar  language:  egy  (one) 
krajczar  and  harom  (three)  krajczar  in  copper. 
Austria  brutally  suppressed  the  Hungarian  repub- 
lic with  the  assistance  of  Russian  troops. 

The  constitutional  compromise  of  1867  finally 
resulted  in  equality  for  the  Hungarians,  who,  in 
turn,  considered  themselves  superior  to  and  over- 
lords  of  the  minorities  residing  within  their  terri- 
tory, for  example,  Slovaks  and  Croats,  and  the 
Romanians  in  Transylvania.  It  must  be  noted  that 
Kossuth  was  defeated  with  the  help  of  not  only 
Czarist  Russia,  but  also  Russian  and  Croat  mi- 
norities in  Hungary  who  had  suffered  under  his 
nationalism.  Croatian  troops  under  General  Joseph  Count  of  Jellacic, 
whose  avowed  goal  was  the  separation  of  Croatia  from  Hungary,  fought 
as  much  for  their  own  sake  as  for  loyalty  to  the  Habsburg  cause. 

On  the  obverse  of  an  essay  (or  trial  piece)  for  a Croatian  coin — the 
so-called  Jellacic  kreuzer — is  the  denomination  (one)  krizar  and 

the  date,  1849,  above  crossed  palm  branches.  The  reverse  features  the 
united  coats  of  arms  of  Croatia,  Slavonia  and  Dalmatia  below  a crown, 
surrounded  by  the  legend  TROJEDNA  KRALJEVINA  HERVAT»SLAV- 
DALM*  (“Tripartite  Kingdom  of  Croatia,  Slavonia  and  Dalmatia”). 
Only  46  specimens  of  the  coin  were  struck.  (The  idea  of  the  tripartite 
kingdom  was  shelved  until  it  was  revived  early  in  this  century  by  the 
Habsburg  heir.  Archduke  Franz  Ferdinand,  whose  assassination  in  1914 
triggered  World  War  I.) 

Lombardy  and  Venetia  came  under  Habsburg  rule  as  a result  of  the 
Napoleonic  wars  (1795-1815),  but  the  residents  of  these  territories  al- 
ways felt  and  acted  Italian.  They  neither  loved  nor  respected  their  Aus- 
trian overlords.  Eager  participants  in  the  1848  revolutions,  they  pro- 
claimed republics  in  both  territories.  Heretofore  they  had  used  coins 
minted  under  Austrian  authority,  such  as  the  silver  1801  \"enetian  2 -lire 
coin.  The  denomination  DUE/LIREATNETE  is  found  in  three  lines 
within  a wreath  on  the  obverse,  above  the  date.  4'he  imperial  double- 
headed eagle,  surrounded  by  the  legend  MDNE  TA  PRC)\’IN’CdAl.E 
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On  the  reverse  of  an  1834  copper  centesimo  struck 
in  Venice,  Austria’s  crown  sits  atop  the  Lombard 
crown,  leaving  no  doubt  as  to  who  was  master. 


IMP.VENETA,  is  on  the  reverse.  On  the  reverse  of  an  1834  copper  cen- 
tesimo struck  in  Venice,  Austria’s  crown  sits  atop  the  Lombard  crown, 
leaving  no  doubt  as  to  who  was  master. 

The  revolution  in  Lombardy  brought  to  power  a provisional  govern- 
ment, which  issued,  among  other  coins,  a silver  5-lire  piece  featuring  on 
the  obverse  a crowned,  standing  figure  symbolizing  Italy,  holding  a 
spear  in  her  left  hand.  She  is  encircled  by  the  motto  ITALIA  LIBERAL 
DIO  LO  VUOLE  or  “A  free  Italy,  God  wants  it.”  On  the  reverse,  the  de- 
nomination 5/LIRE/IT ALIANE,  within  a wreath,  is  surrounded  by  GOV- 
ERNO  PROWISORIO  DI  LOMBARDIA  and  the  year  1849.  A gold  40- 
lira  coin  was  struck  with  the  identical  design. 

Not  one  to  be  upstaged  by  the  Lombards,  Venice  produced  her  own 
revolutionary  coinage.  Two  silver  5-lire  pieces,  both  featuring  a winged 
lion  symbolizing  St.  Mark,  the  city’s  patron  saint,  are  the  best  examples. 
The  first 'shows  the  lion,  with  a halo,  holding  a tablet  inscribed  PAX 
TIBI  MARGE  EVANGELISTA  MEUS  (“Peace  be  with  thee,  O Mark,  my 
evangelist”).  Surrounding  the  lion  is  REPUBBLICA  VENETA  and  the 
date — March  22,  1848,  the  day  the  republic  was  established  by  the 
Venetian  rebels.  On  the  reverse,  the  legend  UNIONE  ITALIANA  in  a 
half  circle  surmounts  a wreath  of  olive  branches  and  oak  leaves;  found 
within  the  wreath  is  the  denomination  5 lire. 

The  second  5 -lire  coin  is  distinguished  by  the  pedestal  on  which  the 
Lion  of  St.  Mark  stands.  The  pedestal  is  inscribed 
with  the  date  the  republic  of  St.  Mark  was  re- 
stored, August  11,  1848.  Unfortunately,  the  al- 
most bloodless  victory  won  by  Venice  under 
Daniele  Manin  was  of  short  duration.  The  Austri- 
ans regrouped  and  counterattacked  on  the  main- 
land, with  the  result  that  almost  the  entire  Venet- 
ian mainland  was  returned  to  Austrian  rule  by  the 
summer  of  1848.  Manin  had  to  accede  to  de- 
mands for  consolidation  of  the  Republic  of  San 
Marco  with  the  Kingdom  of  Piedmont.  This, 
however,  was  very  shortlived,  because  of  a severe 
defeat  of  the  Piedmontese  army  by  the  Austrians. 

On  August  1 1,  the  Republic  was  reestablished  and 
the  5-lire  coin  bearing  that  date  was  minted.  The 
obverse  inscription  was  changed  to  INDIPENZA 
ITALIAN  A/VENEZIA,  while  the  reverse  legend 


Venetia  came  under  Habs- 
burg  rule  as  a result  of  the 
Napoleonic  wars.  Among 
the  coins  minted  under  Aus- 
trian authority  were  an  1834 
copper  centesimo  (top)  and  a 
silver  1801  2 lire  (bottom). 
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An  1848  5-lire  coin  was  struck  after  revolution 
brought  a provisional  government  to  Lombardy. 

On  the  obverse  is  a figure  symbolizing  Italy,  with 
the  legend  “A  free  Italy,  God  wants  it.” 
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Two  5-lire  coins  struck 
in  1 848  commemorate 
the  dates  the  republic  in 
Venice  was  established, 
March  22,  1848  (top), 
and  restored,  August 
11,1 848  (bottom). 
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Did  the  HABSBURGS’  use  of  “magic  formulas”  and 
word  play  help  them  expand  their  territory?  Or  did  it 
merely  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  ruling  family? 


was  altered  to  read  ALLEANZE  DEI  POPOLI  LIBERI,  which  translates, 
“Alliance  of  the  free  peoples.”  Another  motto  reads  DIO  BENEDITE 
LTTALIA  (“God  bless  Italy”). 

The  city  of  Venice  and  the  surrounding  islands  heroically  resisted  the 
Austrian  blockade  and  siege  until  1849,  when  the  white  flag  was  raised. 
An  interesting  “sideshow”  was  created  by  the  primitive  air  raids  tried  by 
Austrian  forces.  They  dropped  incendiaries  from  balloons,  which  were 
extinguished  by  the  waters  of  the  lagoon,  much  to  the  amusement  of  the 
Venetians.  Manin  died  in  exile  in  Paris  in  1857;  after  Italian  unity  was 
won,  he  and  his  family  were  reburied  in  Venice. 

The  revolution  in  Italy  was  mercilessly  crushed  by  the  Austrian  army 
under  Field  Marshal  Joseph  von  Radetzky  (the  man  honored  by  Johann 
Strauss  Sr.  in  his  “Radetzky  March”),  who  later  served  as  Austria’s  gov- 
ernor in  Northern  Italy.  In  1866  Austria  finally  was  forced  to  cede 
its  Italian  possessions  to  the  new,  united  Kingdom  of  Italy. 

No  MORE  COINS  were  minted  by  territories  that  gained  independence 
in  1918  until  the  collapse  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  monarchy  at  the  end 
of  World  War  I.  Did  the  Habsburgs’  use  of  “magic  formulas”  and  word 
play  help  them  expand  their  territory?  Or  does  this  merely  help  illus- 
trate the  nature  of  the  ruling  family?  Whatever  the  answer,  coins  struck 
for  and  by  former  Habsburg-ruled  territories  vividly  illustrate  for  collec- 
tors the  history  of  this  fascinating  and  powerful  empire.  • 

Sources 

Craig,  William  D.  Coins  of  the  World,  1750-1850.  3rd  ed.  Racine,  Wl:  Western 
Publishing  Company,  1976. 

Gonda,  Imre.  Die  Habsburger.  Vienna:  Kremayr  & Scheriau,  1978. 

Herinek,  Ludwig.  Osterreichische  Miinzprdgungen  von  1140-1969.  Vienna:  Aliinz- 
handlung  Herinek,  1970. 

Krause,  Chester  L.  and  Clifford  Mishler.  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins, 
Deluxe  ANA  Centennial  Edition.  lola,  WI:  Krause  Publications,  1991. 
Trevelyan,  G.M.  Manin  and  the  Venetian  Revolution  of  1848.  London:  Longmans, 
Green  & Co.,  1923. 

van  der  Linden,  H.  Belgium:  The  Making  of  a Nation.  Oxford:  Clarendon  Press, 
1920. 

Bom  in  Austria,  John  Strauss  earned  his  law  degree  at  the  Univeisity  of  I 'ictma  four  <L/ys 
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spends  most  of  his  time  studying  coins  and  starnps  related  to  the  bbtoiy  of  A itstria. 
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Classical  Coins  of  Quality  and  Distinction 


Mithrapata,  Dynast  of  Antiphellos  - AR  Stater,  ca.  380  BC 


During  the  5th  and  4th  centuries  BC,  Lycia  (in  modern  day  Turkey)  was  under  Per- 
sian suzerainty.  The  right  to  strike  coins  was  granted  to  Lycian  Dynasts  down  to  the 
time  of  the  invasion  by  Maussollos  from  Caria  in  360  BC.  Among  these  suzerains 
were  the  Dynasts  of  Antiphellos,  including  a certain  Mithrapata,  who  reigned  in 
about  380  BC.  Although  little  is  known  about  these  dynasts,  stylistic  analysis  of  the 
images  on  their  coins  provides  a clue  to  their  chronology.  The  lion's  head  with 
forepaw — found  on  the  obverse  of  some  coins  struck  for  Mithrapata — can  readily  be 
compared  to  the  known  issues  of  Knidos  in  use  after  394  BC.  The  first  major  find  of 
Dynastic  issues  from  Lycia  was  made  in  1957.  Extensive  research  was  compiled  from 
488  Lycian  coins  in  this  find  and  published  as  "The  Coin  Hoard  from  Podalia."  For 
further  information,  see  The  Numisjnatic  Chronicle  (1971).  It  is  relatively  certain  that 
the  period  of  the  early  4th  century  proposed  by  Olgay  and  Morkholm  is  the  correct 
period  for  this  rare  series  of  coins. 


SEABY 
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London  WIX  3DB 
United  Kingdom 
(0171)  495-1888 
Fax  (0171)  499-5916 
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If  you  collect  coins  like  this,  call  or  write  for  our  publications 
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Remembering  Jack  Collins 


I NOTE  WITH  sorrow  the  pass- 
ing of  Jack  Collins  (1939-96) — 
large-cent  collector,  numis- 
matic researcher,  and  an  acquaint- 
ance of  long  standing.  Jack  was  a 
very  friendly  fellow,  never  married, 
who  had  enough  extra  time  in  his 
life  to  eat,  sleep  and  breathe  coins, 
which  he  did  with  great  relish. 

I remember  when  my  firm  had  its 
offices  in  Los  Angeles  (before  mov- 
ing to  New  Hampshire  in  1980),  he 
was  a frequent  visitor,  especially  if 
something  interesting  was  at  hand  or 
an  unusual  specimen  required  an  ex- 
pert opinion.  He  loved  to  “talk 
coins”  and  never  ran  out  of  enthu- 
siasm or  ideas.  (He  also  regularly 
crossed  the  portals  of  Superior 
Stamp  & Coin  Company,  often  to 
cast  his  expert  eye  upon  a group  of 
recently  consigned  large  cents. 
Probably,  he  visited  other  Los  Ange- 
les dealers  as  well,  as  he  traveled 
widely,  especially  if  choice  large 
cents  were  in  the  offing.) 

Jack  probably  enjoyed  people  as 
much  as  he  did  coins,  and  if  some- 
one did  him  a good  turn,  he  was  as 
loyal  as  could  be.  Generous  almost 
to  a fault.  Jack  performed  many 
services  for  dealers  and  collectors  at 
no  charge,  for  which  others  would 
have  expected  handsome  fees. 

Jack  was  a superb  photographer, 
one  of  the  very  best.  I remember 
when  he  came  to  the  office  with  a 
pile  of  photos  he  had  taken  of  the 
edges  of  half  cents,  which  he  accom- 
plished by  positioning  the  coins  at 
the  bottom  of  a parabolic  mirror 
that  he  had  purchased  from  a mail- 
order catalog. 

At  a time  when  numismatic  book 
collecting  was  just  beginning  to  gain 


popularity.  Jack  was  an  eager  accu- 
mulator of  auction  catalogs,  books, 
and  even  the  proverbial  scraps  on 
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the  cutting  room  floor.  Sometimes 
he  would  come  by  our  office  and 
show  an  interest  in  duplicate  sets  of 
photographic  plates,  old  negatives  or 
other  items,  which  he  would  add  to 
his  collection  with  our  compliments. 
(This  came  back  home  in  a nice  way, 
for  in  a few  instances  I had  to  “bor- 
row” the  originals  back,  and  Jack 
cheerfully  loaned  them.) 

He  also  was  instrumental  in 
founding  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society, 
publisher  of  The  Asylum.  I recall  that 
when  the  Society  was  formed,  the 
founding  members  asked  for  sug- 
gestions for  the  group’s  name.  I felt 
that  in  view  of  the  immense  contri- 
bution of  Emmanuel  J.  Attinelli, 
who  in  1876  published  Numisgraph- 
ics  (the  bible  for  collectors  of  early 
catalogs),  a nice  “ABC”  name  would 
be  in  order — the  Attinelli  Biblio- 
graphic Club.  Suggestions  from  oth- 
ers were  bounced  around  as  well. 

I don’t  know  who  selected  the 
name  “Numismatic  Bibliomania  So- 
ciety,” but  it  sounds  a bit  “Walter 
Breen-ish”  to  me.  (Some  readers  will 
recall  that  Walter  Breen  was  in  on 
the  ground  floor  when  the  name  of 
the  book  Early  American  Cents  was 
changed  to  Penny  Whimsy  in  1958. 


Later  he  came  to  intensely  dislike 
the  title  and  said  so  in  print.)  Most 
probably.  Jack  worked  with  Breen 
and  with  George  Kolbe,  another 
Southern  Californian  of  superb  bib- 
liophilic  reputation,  to  make  the 
final  choice.  The  group’s  name  is,  of 
course,  very  appropriate,  and  in 
retrospect,  better  than  any  I could 
have  suggested. 

Jack  Collins  was  a perfectionist, 
which  in  the  field  of  numismatics 
has  its  advantages  as  well  as  disad- 
vantages. (My  long-time  friend  John 
Jay  Ford  Jr.  always  has  rued  the 
perfectionist  aspects  of  his  own  char- 
acter, stating  that  because  he  has  to 
forever  improve  on  his  ideas,  books 
that  he  would  like  to  publish  never 
see  print!  If  he  could  obtain  a 100- 
year  extension  on  his  life.  Ford 
might  see  his  book  Western  Numis- 
matic Americana  reach  the  “rough 
draft”  stage — probably  in  10  vol- 
umes of  500  pages  each!) 

Jack  approached  the  subject  of 
numismatic  authorship  and  publica- 
tion in  somewhat  the  same  way.  He 
worked  with  Breen  on  the  successful 
publication  of  the  incredibly  elegant 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half 
Cents,  but  a number  of  other  proj- 
ects that  were  to  have  been  done 
were  not. 

One  of  Jack’s  pet  ideas  was  to 
create  a book  on  1794  silver  dol- 
lars and  publish  it  on  October  8, 
1994 — the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
coin.  An  edition  of  1,758  copies  was 
planned,  precisely  equal  to  the  num- 
ber of  1794  silver  dollars  delivered 
on  October  8,  1794.  The  book  still 
has  not  been  published,  although 
word  has  it  that  author/research 
Michael  Hodder  has  taken  over  the 
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project  and,  no  doubt,  will  see  it  to 
completion  in  a masterful  way. 

WTiile  Jack  Collin’s  first  love  was 
large  cents,  he  always  had  an  interest 
in  1884  and  1885  Trade  dollars,  not 
because  they  are  incredible  rarities — 
which,  of  course,  they  are — but  be- 
cause very  little  about  them  had  ap- 
peared in  print.  Although  Jack  did 
write  an  essay  or  two  on  the  subject, 
he  commented  to  me  that  he  would 
have  enjoyed  doing  a book,  one  that 
told  about  all  the  people  involved  in 
the  era  during  which  the  pieces  were 
created.  The  book  might  have  dis- 
cussed Superintendent  of  the  Mint 
Archibald  Loudon  Snowden  (under 
whose  watch  these  Trade  dollars 
were  struck);  pioneer  Philadelphia 
dealer  William  K.  Idler  (whose  es- 
tate included  ten  1884  and  five  1885 
Trade  dollars — representing  the  to- 


tal number  believed  to  have  been 
minted);  John  W.  Haseltine  (Idler’s 
son-in-law,  who  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  convention 
in  Autumn  1908  disclosed  the  exist- 
ence of  the  1884  Trade  dollar  to 
an  eager  audience);  and  Virgil  M. 
Brand  (the  first  retail  customer  for 
an  1885  Trade  dollar,  having  ob- 
tained his  initial  example  in  1907). 
Alas,  this  wonderful  book  will  not 
come  to  be,  unless  a manuscript  is 
discovered  somewhere  on  a com- 
puter disk  that  Jack  left  behind. 

Today,  old  numismatic  auction 
catalogs,  books,  manuscripts  and 
other  printed  items — ephemeral  and 
otherwise — are  avidly  sought  and,  in 
many  instances,  highly  valued.  For 
the  devoted  bibliophile  (a  word  that 
sounds  like  the  name  of  some  sort  of 
prehistoric  creature,  but  really  is  a 


rather  nice  word  for  a book  collec- 
tor), chasing  down  a particularly  elu- 
sive catalog  issued  by  Edward  D. 
Cogan  or  W.  Elliot  Woodward, 
searching  for  an  early  run  of  The 
Numismatist  from  1888  to  1893,  or 
trying  to  figure  out  who  Ard  Brown- 
ing was  and  why  he  sprang  from 
nowhere  to  create  a book  on  quarter 
dollars  in  1925,  are  holy  pursuits 
akin  to  seeking  the  Holy  Grail. 

Much  of  this  interest  and  enthu- 
siasm as  we  know  it  can  be  laid  at  the 
doorstep  of  Jack  Collins,  who  was  a 
numismatic  bibliophile  at  the  out- 
set, when  such  people  were  a rare 
species.  Doubtless,  if  anyone  ever 
compiles  a list  of  all-time  great 
collectors  and,  equally  important, 
enthusiasts  of  numismatic  publica- 
tions, Jack  Collins’  name  will  be  on 
the  first  page.  • 


BUYING  & SELLING 
HIGH  QUALITY  AND 
RARE  DATE  U.S.  COINAGE 
EROM  $500  TO  $500,000. 

Call  toll-free  for  a list 
of  coins  and  services 

1^800^724^7642 


For  up-to-the-minute 
information  from  Pinnacle  Rarities, 
call  the  ANA  fax-on-demand  service  at 
the  800  number  featured  on  the  logo  and  key  in 
Pinnacle’s  advertiser  code  — 201612. 


5177  Richmond  Ave.,  Suite  203, 
Houston,  TX  77056  • FAX:  (713)  877-8299 


ANA  R14146I 


BUYING 

U.S.  Coins,  Inc.,  purchased 
more  than  $30  million  in 
Rare  Coins  last  year.  Before 
you  sell,  please  offer  all  your 
U.S.  Coins  to  us. 

U.S.  Coins,  Inc. 

5177  Richmond,  Suite  200 
Houston,  TX  77056 
713-621-6464 

Come  by  fir  see  us  at  all 
major  conventions. 
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ATTENTION  ALL  A.N.A.  MEMBERS! 


Now  You  Can  Submit  Your  Coins  Directly  To  The  Coin 
Industry's  Number  One  Coin  Grading  Service 


■>ca« 

1923-D 

$20 

MS65 

1 

554 

ffiiW  j 

If  you  want . . . 


Nearly  all  coins  sold  to- 
day are  certified  by  a 
third  party  grading  ser- 
vice. For  the  past  decade, 
buyers  have  insisted 
on  independent  verifica- 
tion of  a coin's  grade  be- 
fore making  a purchasing 
decision.  Just  a visit  to  any 
major  coin  show  will  ver- 
ify that  80%  of  rare  coins 
sold  today  are  graded  by  a 
third  party  grading  ser- 
vice. 


• an  independent  opinion  of  the  grade  of  your  coins, 

• your  coins  to  have  the  highest  degree  of  liquidity, 

• your  coins  to  be  as  attractive  as  possible  to  poten- 
tial buyers,  then  choose  third  party  grading. 

Among  third  party  grading  services,  one  stands  out 
from  all  the  rest  as  the  grading  service  of  choice  for  the 
rare  coin  industry.  Since  1986,  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PCGS)  has  graded  4,685,684  coins 
with  a declared  value  of  $6,427,339,402.  That's  more 
coins  than  all  the  other  grading  services  combined. 
More  dealers  use  PCGS  for  grading  than  any  other 
grading  service.  These  professionals  know  that  PCGS 
coins  are  worth  more  than  coins  graded  by  other  grad- 
ing services,  so  PCGS  coins  are  easier  to  sell.  If  the  pro- 
fessionals choose  PCGS  for  their  coin  grading, 
shouldn't  you? 

Today,  submitting  coins  to  PCGS  is  even  easier  than 
ever.  All  A.N.A.  Members  now  can  submit  coins  di- 
rectly to  PCGS  for  grading.  That's  right  . . . directly  to 
PCGS.  It's  easy,  it's  affordable,  and  it  takes  less  than  30 
days.  To  submit  your  coins  to  PCGS,  call  800-447-8848 
and  ask  for  an  ANA  Submission  Kit  or  return  this 
coupon  today. 


Do  you  want  professional  assistance  in  deter- 
mining which  coins  should  be  submitted  to  a third 
party  grading  service?  You  can  depend  on  the 
PCGS  Authorized  Dealer  network.  With  871  PCGS 
dealers  and  submission  centers  available  through- 
out the  U.S.  (as  well  as  England,  France  and 
Switzerland),  our  Customer  Service  department 
will  help  you  find  a dealer  near  you.  Call  our  Cus- 
tomer Srevice  department  or  indicate  on  the 
coupon  below  that  you'd  like  a list  of  the  Autho- 
rized Dealers  nearest  you. 

Contact  PCGS  Today! 


PROFESSIONAL  COIN  GRADING  SERVICE 

P.O.  Box  9458,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92658 
(800)  447-8848  • Fax  (714)  833-7955 


I 1 

j Dear  PCGS  Customer  Service:  j 

I □ I'd  like  to  have  my  coins  graded  by  the  grad-  i 
I ing  service  of  choice  for  the  rare  coin  industry.  | 
j Please  send  submission  information  to  me  at  j 
I the  address  below.  i 

j □ I'd  like  professional  assistance  in  determining  [ 
I which  of  my  coins  would  benefit  from  third  > 
I party  grading.  Please  send  a copy  of  the  PCGS  i 
j Authorized  Dealer  list  to  me.  j 

I Name 1 

j Address 1 

I City State Zip i 

[ Daytime  Phone | 

I Mail  To:  PCGS  P.O.  Box  9458  j 

[ Newport  Beach,  CA  92658  _ | 

I Attn:  Customer  Service  Dept.  INU-Z  | 
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The  Chansina  race 


eff  Heney 


Celebrate  Naticnal  CcinTVeek  1 TT7 


American  Numismatic  Asscciaticn 
April  2C-2e,  1TT7 


For  more  information  or  help  with  planning  your  ceiebration, 
contact  the  ANA  Education  Department 
818  North  Cascade  Avenue 
Coiorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
phone  719/632-2646  • fax  719/634-4085 
email  anaedu@money.org 
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Mehl  ^^Lihrary  ” Offered  in  April  Sale 


Fivt  years  have  passed  since 
an  announcement  appeared 
that  took  collectors  of  numis- 
matic literature  by  surprise.  A previ- 
ously unknown  library  was  about  to 
be  sold  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  and,  al- 
though not  mentioned  by  name,  it 
was  recognized  by  collectors  familiar 
with  numismatic  history  as  the  prop- 
erty of  the  renowned  B.  Max  Mehl. 

The  leading  coin  dealer  of  the 
first  half  of  this  century,  Mehl  called 
his  Ft.  Worth  firm  “the  largest  rare 
coin  establishment  in  America.”  He 
was  a great  promoter  who  spent  as 
much  as  $100,000  a year  in  advertis- 
ing, offering,  for  example,  $50  for  a 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  when  he 
knew  that  all  five,  known  pieces 
were  in  strong  hands. 

Some  dealers  make  a reputation 
by  owning  or  selling  one  example  of 
the  1804  silver  dollar,  which  Mehl 
dubbed  “the  King  of  American 
Coins.”  During  his  career,  Mehl 
sold  six  different  1804  dollars  (he 
sold  two  of  them  twice.) 

Mehl  did  not  conduct  retail  sales  at 
a store,  preferring  instead  to  do  his 
retail  business  strictly  by  mail.  He 
produced  116  mail-bid  catalogs  be- 
tween 1906  and  1955,  and  his  sales 
included  the  important  collections 
of  his  time,  including  those  of 
William  Cutler  Atwater,  William 
Forrester  Dunham,  King  Farouk, 
H.O.  Granberg,  Albert  Grinnell, 
Jerome  Kern,  Waldo  Newcomer  and 
a hundred  others.  (It  should  be  noted 
that  the  catalogs  are  a source  of  frus- 
tration for  researchers,  as  some  listed 
coins  were  sold  privately  before  the 
closing  date,  and  photos  used  in  cata- 
logs often  were  not  the  coins  actually 
offered  in  the  sale.) 


In  1928  Mehl  received  275,000 
pieces  of  mail,  and  his  staff  of  40 
shipped  30,000  orders.  His  office 


IN 

NUMISMATICS 


BY  PETE  SMITH 


once  received  more  than  50,000 
pieces  of  mail  in  one  day.  At  times 
Mehl  spent  more  on  postage  than  did 
the  entire  City  of  Ft.  Worth.  During 
the  Great  Depression,  people  who 
read  his  Star  Rare  Coin  Book  dreamed 
of  getting  rich  by  finding  valuable 
coins  in  their  pocket  change. 

Mehl  advertised  in  popular  maga- 
zines. A $2,000  ad  in  the  Saturday 
Evening  Post  produced  9,800  book 
orders  in  the  first  week.  He  placed 
a full-page  ad  in  the  January  3,  1937, 
issue  of  American  Weekly  at  a cost 
of  $20,000,  an  amount  reported  at 
the  time  as  the  most  ever  paid  for 
a newspaper  ad.  In  the  1930s,  he 
sponsored  a 15-minute  evening 
radio  program. 

A gentleman  who  never  had  an 
unkind  word  for  anyone,  Mehl 
found  only  a few  dealers  who  took 
their  shots  at  him  for  promoting 
false  dreams.  Abe  Kosoff  affection- 
ately called  B.  Max  Mehl  “the  P.T. 
Barnum  of  numismatics.” 

Benjamin  Max  Mehl  was  born  in 
Lodz,  Russia,  in  1884  and  emigrated 
to  America  in  April  1895.  In  Decem- 
ber 1903,  while  working  as  a shoe 
clerk,  he  placed  his  first  ad  in  The 


Numismatist.  (His  series  of  603  con- 
secutive ads  in  the  ANA  journal  con- 
tinued for  more  than  50  years.)  By 
1906  Mehl  had  become  a full-time 
coin  dealer,  and  in  1912  he  briefly 
considered  relocating  to  New  York 
City  to  form  a partnership  with  an- 
other young  dealer,  Wayte  Ray- 
mond. Both  men  went  on  to  great 
individual  success. 

On  August  18,  1907,  he  married 
Ethel  Rosen.  He  already  was  an  ac- 
tive member  and  supporter  of  the 
ANA,  and  she  was  the  first  to  join 
the  organization  as  an  Associate 
member.  In  1924  Mehl  was  elected 
to  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors,  but 
served  only  two  years. 


B.  Max  Mehl,  once  referred  to  as  the 
“P.T.  Barnum  of  numismatics,”  would 
have  loved  the  idea  that  someone  of- 
fered to  sell  his  library,  nearly  35  years 
after  his  death,  on  April  Fool’s  Day. 
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The  couple  missed  the  annual 
ANA  convention  the  year  they  mar- 
ried, but  attended  35  conventions 
together.  His  ANA  convention 
badge  included  41  bars  for  shows  at- 
tended from  1910  to  1956.  The  cou- 
ple’s two  daughters,  Loraine  and 
Dana,  also  attended  early  ANA  con- 
ventions, and  entertained  with  song 
and  dance. 

Mehl  collected  autographs,  believ- 
ing he  should  not  collect  coins  in 
competition  with  his  customers. 
Since  he  was  not  a coin  collector,  his 
frequent  exhibits  at  conventions  in- 
cluded special  items  he  had  for  sale. 

A prolific  publisher,  Mehl  pro- 
duced his  'Numismatic  Monthly  from 
January  1908  through  1919;  Coin 
Circular  from  1921-33;  and  two  is- 
sues of  The  Coin  Chronicle  in  1939. 
He  also  published  The  Star  Rare  Coin 


Encyclopedia  and  Premium  Catalog,  and 
his  Star  Rare  Coin  Book  had  a circula- 
tion of  about  70,000  copies  per  year 
in  many  editions.  At  times  Mehl’s 
catalogs  generated  a greater  profit 
than  his  coin  sales. 

Following  the  unexpected  death  in 
1908  of  Dr.  George  Heath,  who 
founded  The  Numismatist  and  helped 
create  the  ANA,  Mehl  offered  his 
Numismatic  Monthly  as  a replacement 
for  the  journal.  However,  Farran 
Zerbe  stepped  in  to  continue  publi- 
cation of  The  Numismatist. 

Mehl  was  a critic  of  commemora- 
tive coin  programs  and  the  few  pro- 
moters who  controlled  large  quanti- 
ties of  some  issues.  At  the  same  time, 
he  actively  bought  and  promoted 
sales  of  those  same  commemora- 
tives.  In  1937  he  published  The  Com- 
memorative Coins  of  the  United  States. 


Collectors  of  United  States  large 
cents  are  familiar  with  Mehl’s  classic 
fixed-price  list  “The  Celebrated  Col- 
lection of  Large  United  States  Cents 
Formed  by  Dr.  Geo.  P.  French.” 
(Although  usually  listed  as  a 1929 
publication,  ads  in  The  Numismatist 
indicate  it  was  released  in  May 
1930.)  More  than  800  copies  of  the 
list  were  sold,  but  timing  of  the  offer 
may  have  been  unfortunate,  for 
many  coins  remained  unsold. 

In  typical  Mehl  style,  he  com- 
memorated his  golden  anniversary 
in  the  coin  business  in  1950,  appar- 
ently achieved  in  just  47  years.  That 
year  the  ANA  awarded  him  an  hon- 
orary membership,  and  in  1953  pre- 
sented him  a gold  medal  for  50  years 
of  membership. 

Mehl  was  a Mason,  a potentate  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine  and  a Rotarian. 


♦ ♦ ♦ 


Jules  Karp 
Wants  to  Buy 

all  your  coin  collections  and/or 
accumulations,  paper  money, 
precious  metals;  gold,  silver, 
platinum — in  any  form,  broken 
or  not,  and  diamonds! 

Pack  securely  and  ship  to: 

Jules  J*  Karp,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  789  Wall  St.  Station 
New  York,  New  York  10268-0789 

or  telephone  212-943-5770 
fax  212-785-4675 

toll-free  800-334^8853 


WRITE  FOR  OUR 

LM  *661 

LATEST  CATALOG 

ANA 

BUYING 
AMERICAN! 


• Colonial  & Continental  Currency 

• Pre-1800  Bonds  & Fiscal  Paper 

• Colonial  Newspapers  & Lottery  Tickets 

• Encased  Postage  Stamps 

• Colonial  Coins 

• Regular  Issue  United  States  Coinage 

• One  piece  or  entire  collections 


Your  Want  List  receives  the  prompt  personal 
attention  of  Mr.  Dana  Linett,  President. 


Early  American  Numismatics 

P.O.  Box  2442  • La  Jolla,  CA  92038 

619-273-3566 
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He  served  on  the  Ft.  Worth  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  the  local  draft 
board.  He  died  at  home  in  Ft. 
Worth  on  September  27,  1957.  In 
Mehl’s  obituary,  Abe  Kosoff  stated, 
“Should  a hall  of  fame  ever  be  estab- 
lished to  recognize  contributions  to 
numismatics,  the  name  of  B.  Max 
Mehl  must  be  among  the  first  to  be 
recorded.”  The  ANA  Numismatic 
Hall  of  Fame  was  founded  in  1964, 
and  Mehl  was  inducted  in  1974. 

However,  death  did  not  end  the 
connection  of  the  Mehl  name  with 
numismatics.  Mary  Ann  Ferguson, 
who  had  been  the  numismatic  entre- 
preneur’s executive  secretary  for 
more  than  40  years,  formed  a Ft. 
Worth  dealership  and  advertised  her 
former  association  with  Mehl.  Abe 
Kosoff  liquidated  the  assets  of  Mehl’s 
estate  and  sold  the  late  dealer’s  trade 


name  for  $25,000  to  George  Justice. 
Kenneth  Nichols  did  business  under 
the  Mehl  name  in  Costa  Mesa,  Cali- 
fornia. The  last  ad  for  a B.  Max  Mehl 
company  ran  in  the  July  1 966  issue  of 
The  Numismatist. 

Then  in  1992,  an  announcement 
was  mailed  to  a few  serious  collec- 
tors of  numismatic  literature,  stating 
that  on  April  1 in  Ft.  Worth,  Martin 
Nathaniel  Daycius  Galleries  would 
sell  a collection  described  as: 

“Many  lOO’s  of  lots,  recently  dis- 
covered. From  a long  deceased 
dealer.  Old  coin  books.  Many  old 
catalogs  on  beautiful  leathers, 
though  a number  marked  up  with 
prices  and  various  names.  Nice  pho- 
tos in  a number.  Lots  of  old  records, 
and  invoices  also.  Several  box  lots  of 
old  coin  envelopes,  letters  and  so  on. 
Large  pile  of  old  coin  sales,  a few 


going  back  to  the  1820’s.” 

Collectors  of  rare  literature  briefly 
dreamed  of  great  discoveries,  but 
some  of  the  facts  didn’t  quite  check 
out.  Some  collectors  tried  to  con- 
tact the  auction  company,  with  no 
positive  results.  A friend  who  was 
asked  to  check  the  site  of  the  sale 
described  it  as  a boarded  up  build- 
ing. Collectors  who  planned  to  at- 
tend the  sale  put  their  travel  plans 
on  hold. 

The  name  of  the  auctioneer,  M.N. 
Daycius,  sounded  too  much  like 
“mendacious,”  which  means  lying. 
Astute  collectors  remembered  that 
George  Clapp  once  suggested  that 
Mehl  should  use  MENDACIOUS  as 
a price  code  (a  word  with  10  differ- 
ent letters).  There  was  no  sale.  Mehl 
had  come  back  to  pull  an  April 
Fool’s  joke  on  a few  bibliomaniacs.  • 


All  U.S.  Coins 
Including 
E5*^bollections  & Estates 
Specializing  in  U.S.  Patterns 


/J^mismatics,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  8048 

Newport  Beach  ^ 

CA  92658  ^ 

800-346-2721  (34-Marc  1) 

714-825-1955  • Fax  714-825-1^  77 

Marc  Crane  • Stacey  Crane  • James  Davis 


Marc  Crane 
LM4483 


NUMISMATIC 
GUARANTY 
CORPORATION 
OF  AMBRICA 


PROFESSIONAL 

•COIN 

GRAOINC 

SERVICE 


AITHORIZED 

DEAIFR 
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(Don^t  Miss  Tlfds  Go  [den  Opportunity 

B ^ / B presents  to  you  a remarkable  year-end  occasion  . . . 


Have  ANY  U,S.  or  FOREIGN  COIN  Graded,  Authenticated  <S  Encapsulated 
For  Just  Offer  Not  To  Be  Repeated] 


f offers  you  the  best  grading,  authentication  & encapsulation  at  the  lowest  cost 
and  the  fastest  turn-around  time  of  any  third-party  grading  service. 


A LIST  OF  REASONS  WHY  YOU  SHOULD  CHOOSE  PCI®: 

I Six  working  day  service  on  all  American  coins — ^faster  than  any  other  service. 

I Ten  working  day  service  on  all  Foreign  coins— faster  than  any  other  service. 

I Of  the  three  major  grading  services,  we  are  the  only  one  to  offer  all  of  the  following  special  designations  right  on 
the  label.  Full  Step  Attribution  for  Jefferson  Nickels,  Full  Bell  Line  Attribution  for  Franklin  Halves,  Fractional  Designation 
of  Horn  Visibility  for  Buffalo  Nickels,  Three  Tier  Designation  for  “Cameo”  Coins,  Percentage  of  Toning  for  Silver  Coins. 
I The  first  service  to  offer  encapsulation  for  problem  coins  that  are  typically  returned  to  the  submitter  not 
graded,  not  documented,  and  not  encapsulated  by  other  services. 

I Consistent  high  trading  percentages  in  the  distinguished  publication  “Coin  Dealer  Newsletter.” 

I PCI’s  exclusive  "Signature  Series  Service” — PCI  allows  you  access  to  six  of  the  country’s  most  celebrated  and 
remarkably  reliable  numismatic  authorities:  LARRY  BRIGGS— Bust  & Seated  Liberty  Specialist:  CINDY 
GRELLMAN — Token  & Medals  Specialist:  J.R.  GRELLMAN — Early  American  Coppers  specialist:  JEFF  OXMAN 
—Silver  Dollar  & “VAM  Key”  Specialist,  j.T.  STANTON— Variety  & Error  Specialist  RICK  TOMASKA— 

Modern  & Proof  Coinage,  Cameo  Specialist . . . The  Distinctive  “Printer  Ink”  Lavender  Label  displays  the  Signature  of 
your  designated  specialist  The  coins  are  attributed,  designated  & graded  by  your  specialist  and  are  the  best 
investment  you  can  make  for  your  future.  THIS  SERVICE  IS  NOT  INCLUDED  WITH  THIS  SPECIAL  OFFER . . . 

THE  FEE  FOR  THIS  SERVICE  IS  $18.00  PER  COIN,  PLUS  SHIPPING.  (RETURN  TIME  WILL  VARY) 

I Federal  Express  return  delivery  at  no  additional  charge  to  you  . . . Someone  has  to  be  available  to  accept  delivery 
during  business  hours,  and  all  packages  must  be  signed  for. 


THIS  OFFER  EXPIRES  THIRTY  DAYS  AFTER  YOUR  RECEIPT  OF  THIS  PUBLICATION. 
_NO_MI_NLMUM_OR_MAXLMUM_AMO_UNTOFC_OiN_S_RE_QyjRE_D_F_ORJ5yBMiTTALWJTHTHLSOFFER_ 


We  offer  our  clients  a choice  of  “Registered  U.S.  Mail”  or  “2nd  Day  Federal  Express”  at  no  extra  charge. 
Please  use  the  rates  listed  in  the  Coin  Insurance  & Return  Shipping  Chart  for  either  service. 

Please  specify  delivery  preference:  H Federal  Express  G U.S.  Mail 
DATE  & MINTMARK  DENOMINATION  OWNER'S  DECLARED  VALUE 

I 


You  must  furnish  a complete,  exact,  street  address  for  the  delivery  of  Federal  Express  packages. 

No  indirect  delivery,  address  changes,  or  forwarding  allowed.  Any  attempts  to  do  so  results  fn 
additional  charges  that  will  be  paid  by  you,  the  submitter. 

98%  OF  ALL  COINS  WILL  BE  SHIPPED  ON  OR  BEFORE  THE  STH  WORKING  DAY  AFTER  WE  RECEIVE  THEM. 
COINS  ARE  ONLY  INSURED  FOR  THE  ‘‘OWNER'S  DECLARED  VALUE  " B THE  FEE  ACTUALLY  PAID. 


(FOR  MORE  THAN  4 COINS,  USE  SEPARATE  PIECE  OF  PAPER) 

EXP.  DATE  L. 


COIN  INSURANCE  & RETURN  SHIPPING  FEES 

$ 0.00  to  $ 100  >$6.75 

$ 6001.00  to  $ 7000*  $11.93 

$ i 00.01  to  $ SOO  > $ 7.28 

$ 7001.00  to  $ 8000  >$12.60 

$ 500.0  ( to  $1000  > $ 7.68 

$ 8001.00  to  $ 9000  >$13.28 

$1000.01  to  $2000  >$  8.55 

$ 9001.00  to  $10,000  >$13.95 

$2000.01  to  $3000  > $ 9.23 

$ 1 0,00 1 .00  to  $ 1 5,000  > $ 1 7.95 

$3000.01  to  $4000  > $ 9.90 

$ 1 5,00 1 .00  to  $20,000  > $2 1 .95 

$4000.01  to  $5000  > $10.58 

$20.00 1 .00  to  $22,000  « $24.95 

$5000.0 1 to  $6000  > $ M .25 

$22,00 1 .00  to  $25,000  > $2B.75 

CREDIT  CARD  # 
NAME 


—DO  NOT  UNDERINSURE— 


ADDRESS . 


CITY_ 


PLEASE  UST  EXACT  DELIVERY  ADDRESS  TO  AVOID  ADDITIONAL  SHIPPING  EXPENSES 
STATE ZIP 


PHONE  _L 


Total  Coins  Enclosed  , 


.X  $8.00 


TNG 


Return  Postage  x $.50  Per  Coin  • S 


Total  Amount  Enclosed  « $ 


CALL  1-800-277-2646  FOR  A FREE  SUBMITTAL  PACKAGE,  OR  VISIT  OUR  WEB  SITE  @http://www.chattanooga.net/pci 
OR  LOCATE  US  ON  MOST  SEARCH  ENGINES  BY  SIMPLY  TYPING  "coin  grading  service”  AT  THE  SEARCH  PROMPT 

per  Your  Professional  Coin  Information,  Grading,  Authentication  <fi  Encapsulation  Service 

P.O.  BOX  8609  • CHATTANOOGA,  TN  37414  (Please  Call  Far  Proper  Street  Delivery  Address  If  Using  Federal  Express  or  United  Parcel  Service) 
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1997  Marks  Anniversaries  of  Engravers 
Adolph,  Delnoce  and  Keller 


Anniversaries  involving 
three  bank  note  engravers — 
William  Adolph,  Luigi  Del- 
noce and  Joseph  Keller — are  cele- 
brated in  1997.  (These  artists  are 
listed  in  my  reference  The  Engraver's 
Line,  along  with  other  designers  and 
engravers  of  bank  notes  and  post- 
age stamps.) 

Bom  about  1866,  William  Adolph 
died  50  years  ago  in  Germantown, 
Pennsylvania.  Before  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  (BEP)  in  1892,  Adolph 
engraved  at  the  Philadelphia  office 
of  American  Bank  Note  Company 
(ABNCo).  In  1933  he  returned  to 
ABNCo,  this  time  to  the  firm’s  New 
York  office.  In  his  last  years,  Adolph 
engraved  at  his  home  in  German- 
town, traveling  to  New  York  once  a 
week.  While  employed  at  the  BEP, 
he  also  did  some  engraving  work  for 
Republic  Bank  Note  Company. 

Adolph  engraved  subjects  for  bank 
notes  of  Brazil,  Canada,  Colombia, 
Cuba,  El  Salvador,  Greece,  Mexico, 
Romania  and  Venezuela.  Of  his  en- 
graved work,  the  least  expensive  ex- 
ample to  acquire  would  be  Unidade 
Nacional  on  the  back  of  a Brazil  10 
cmzeiros  (P[ick]  167).  His  work  also 
appears  on  corporate  bonds  and 
stock  certificates  {Pioneer  Spirit  was 
used  on  both). 

Luigi  (Louis)  Delnoce,  born  175 
years  ago  in  Italy  (1822-90),  con- 
tributed to  America’s  “Golden  Age 
of  Engraving.”  During  the  1860s,  he 
worked  for  the  Columbian  and  Na- 
tional Bank  Note  Companies.  After 
1870  Delnoce  engraved  for  ABNCo, 
Franklin  Bank  Note  Company, 


Homer  Lee  Bank  Note  Company, 
International  Bank  Note  Company, 
the  BEP  and  possibly  the  Continen- 


N  ()  T E S O N 

PAPER 

BY  GENE  HESSLER 


tal  Bank  Note  Company.  Delnoce 
was  privileged  in  that  he  was  able  to 
create  his  engraved  work  at  home. 
(Unfortunately,  his  son  Angelo,  an 
accomplished  security  engraver,  took 
to  counterfeiting.  Angelo’s  story, 
“Engraver  Turns  Counterfeiter,” 
was  discussed  in  the  March  1993  in- 
stallment of  this  column.) 

Thirteen  of  Luigi  Delnoce’s  en- 
gravings appear  on  United  States 


federal  paper  money;  nine  are  found 
on  U.S.  obsolete  notes.  The  $1  note 
for  the  City  of  Baton  Rouge,  Lou- 
isiana, features  Red  Stick,  the  locale 
named  after  the  method  once  used 
to  mark  the  boundary  between  two 
Indian  tribes  (and  from  which  the 
city’s  name  is  derived).  Delnoce  en- 
graved Washington's  Encampment 
on  the  $1  note  from  The  Washing- 
ton Bank  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
and  The  Deerslayers  on  the  $3  note 
from  the  Citizens’  Bank  in  New 
Orleans,  from  the  work  of  artist 
F.O.C.  Darley,  who  will  be  discussed 
in  the  next  installment  of  this  col- 
umn. Delnoce’s  work  appears  on  the 
paper  money  of  15  different  coun- 
tries. He  also  engraved  subjects  for 
postage  stamps,  corporate  bonds  and 
stock  certificates. 

I had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
Joseph  Keller  a few  months  before 
he  died  in  1987,  10  years  ago  this 


Engraver  Joseph  Keller,  who  died  1 0 years  ago  this  year,  created  the  vignette 
Founding  of  Caracas  that  appears  on  this  5-bolivar  note  of  Venezuela. 
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GET  THE 
FACTS! 

The  ANA  Resource  Center  is 
the  source  for  numismatists: 
^ More  than  40,000  refer- 
ence materials  loaned  free  of 
charge  to  ANA  members. 

^ Slide  sets  and  videotapes 
providing  countless  hours  of 
instruction  and  entertainment 
on  a wide  variety  of  topics. 

Learn  how  you  can  access 
the  world’s  largest  circulating 
numismatic  library. 

Contact  the 

ANA  Resource  Center 
719/632-2646 
Fax  719/634-4085 


year.  He  was  born  in  the  Bronx, 
New  York,  in  1903.  As  was  the  cus- 
tom at  the  time  for  apprentice  en- 
gravers, the  young  Keller  started  his 
career  at  ABNCo  as  a burnisher 
(plate  cleaner).  The  drawings  he 
submitted  to  ABNCo  gathered  dust 
for  five  years  before  his  insensitive 
supervisor  showed  them  to  Robert 
Savage,  chief  of  the  firm’s  Engraving 
Division.  Within  five  minutes,  Sav- 
age told  the  youthful  Keller  that  he 
would  commence  his  engraving  ap- 
prenticeship the  following  day. 

As  did  Adolph  and  Delnoce, 
Joseph  Keller  engraved  subjects  for  a 
variety  of  postage  stamps  and  secu- 
rity instruments,  including  bank 
notes  for  Brazil,  Costa  Rica,  Cura- 
cao, French  Indochina,  Iran  and 
Venezuela.  Keller  told  me  that  his 
Shoemaker  vignette  for  a Melville 


Corporation  stock  certificate  “might 
have  been  a picture  of  [his]  father,” 
Philipp  Keller,  who  came  from  Ger- 
many in  1875  and  opened  a cobbler 
shop  on  Courtland  Avenue  in  the 
Bronx.  A small  advertising  card  is  all 
that  remains  to  document  the  shop 
where  the  elder  Mr.  Keller  made 
shoes  for  his  neighbors. 

Joseph  Keller  retired  in  1970.  The 
words  his  colleague  Harold  Osborn 
used  to  describe  Keller’s  engraving 
Trinity  Church  demonstrate  the  re- 
spect his  fellow  engravers  had  for 
this  sensitive  man:  “This  you  can  he 
justly  proud  of.  The  skill,  feeling 
and  tenderness  consistently  mani- 
fested throughout  the  ambitious  un- 
dertaking is  characteristic  of  your 
sensitive  nature.”  Keller  presented 
me  with  a proof  of  this  lovely  en- 
graving; I treasure  it.  • 


WANTED 

Canadian  Coins,  Tokens  & 
Banknotes  for  Cash  or  Consignment 


We  are  one  of  the  largest  buyers 
and  sellers  of  Canadian  material 
now  4 locations. 


J&M  NUMISMATIC  INVESTMENTS 

106  W.  Broadway,  Vancouver,  B.C.  V5Y  1 P3 
(604)  876-7181 

P.O.  Box  9,  Blaine,  WA  98230-0009 
Franchise  Inquiries  Welcome 


A GLIMPSE  AT  OUR  INVENTORY . . . 

1)  1800  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic  Eagle  Half  Dime.  NGC 

MS65.  What  a lovely  coin!  The  feeling  of  well  preserved 
antiquity  resonates  into  one’s  soul  upon  viewing  this  beauty!  It  is 
a little  “gem.”  The  surface  shows  a gunmetal  blue  look  with 
wisps  of  rose  and  gold  in  the  background.  This  is  a short  five 
year  only  variety  and  very  scarce  in  mint  state  grades.  Walter 
Breen  wrote  of  this  date:  “The  only  date  of  this  type  which  can 
be  had  in  mint  state,  well  struck,  without  many  years’  waiting.” 
Note  the  term  “years.”  We  strongly  suggest  that  if  you  are 
putting  an  elite  portfolio  together  that  you  seriously  consider 
purchasing  this  coin.  $25,000 

2)  1795  Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollar.  NGC  AU58.  0-105. 

Short  two  year  only  type  design.  A great  year  for  die  varieties  as 
19  obverse  dies  and  22  reverse  dies  were  used  making  for  32 
separate  varieties.  A rich  field  of  interest.  A handsome  piece 
with  tinges  of  sea  green  and  gold  showing  through  a pleasing 
charcoal  toning.  Detail  is  extraordinary  with  just  the  slightest 
touch  of  rub  to  keep  it  from  a mint  state  grade.  These  early 
dates  are  real  collector  coins  and  always  in  demand $10,750 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATIOIS  CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-345-8188 
To  receive  immediate  faxed  information  on  “special  offerings”  call  the 
ANA  FAX  ON  REQUEST  toll  free  number  1-800-910-7224  and  enter 
our  advertiser’s  document  number  20 1 6 1 I . 'H;. 

DELAWARE  VALLEY  RARE  COIN  CO.,  INC. 
2835  West  Chester  Pike,  Broomall,  PA  19008 
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THE  ADOPTIVE  EMPERORS: 
COINAGE  OF  ROME’S  ZENITH 


The  English  historian  Edward  Gibbon  termed  the  second  century  A.D.  the  "hap- 
piest age  in  history."  Between  96  and  180  A.D.,  the  Roman  Empire  was  ruled  by  a 
series  of  capable  emperors.  After  the  assassination  in  A.D.  96  of  Domitian,  the  last 
of  the  Flavian  emperors,  the  Senate  chose  one  of  their  own  members,  the  elderly 
Nerva,  to  succeed  to  the  throne.  To  secure  the  support  of  the  army,  the  new  em- 
peror adopted  the  general  Trajan  as  his  son  and  heir  in  A.D.  97.  This  adoption  set 
a precedent,  for  the  next  four  emperors-Trajan,  Hadrian,  Antoninus  Plus,  and  Mar- 
cus Aurelius-would  come  to  the  throne  as  the  adoptive  son  of  their  predecessor. 
Under  these  “adoptive  emperors,”  the  Roman  Empire  would  reach  the  zenith  of  its 
power  and  prosperity. 

In  A.D.  98,  Trajan  became  emperor  upon  the  death  of  Nerva.  Under  Trajan,  the 
Roman  Empire  underwent  its  last  significant  territorial  expansion.  After  two  cam- 
paigns (A.D.  101-102  and  105-106),  Trajan  annexed  the  Kingdom  of  the  Dacians 
(modern  Romania).  In  A.D.  105,  the  Kingdom  of  the  Nabataeans  was  converted 
into  the  Roman  province  of  Arabia  Petraea,  In  A.D.  114,  a dispute  with  Parthia  led 
Trajan  to  annex  Armenia  and  invade  Mesopotamia,  In  A.D.  116,  Mesopotamia  was 
declared  a Roman  Province.  However,  rebellions  in  the  East,  including  those  of 
the  Jews,  forced  Trajan  to  retreat.  He  died  in  A.D.  117  before  he  could  resume 
campaigning  in  the  East.  Before  his  death,  Trajan  named  his  adopted  son  Hadrian 
as  his  heir. 

The  reign  of  Hadrian  was  one  of  consolidation.  The  new  emperor  gave  up  Tra- 
jan’s eastern  conquests-Armenia  regained  its  former  status  as  a Roman  vassal 
state.  Other  frontiers  were  strengthened.  In  Britain,  the  wall  he  built  to  defend 
against  the  Scottish  tribes  is  still  to  be  seen.  Hadrian  spent  most  of  his  reign  out- 
side of  Italy,  touring  the  provinces  to  see  first-hand  what  were  each  territory’s 
needs.  In  A.D.  136,  Hadrian  adopted  a certain  L.  Ceionius  Commodus,  who  took 
the  name  Aelius  Caesar,  as  his  son  and  heir.  However,  the  death  of  Aelius  in  A.D. 
138  compelled  Hadrian  to  designate  a new  heir,  Antoninus.  In  turn,  Hadrian  com- 
pelled Antoninus  to  adopt  Lucius  Verus,  the  son  of  Aelius,  and  a nephew  of  Anton- 
inus, Marcus  Annius  Verus,  renamed  Marcus  Aurelius,  Hadrian  died  later  that 
same  year. 

The  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius  (A.D.  138-161)  was  notable  chiefly  for  its  tranquility, 
although  in  Britain  a new  defensive  line  north  of  Hadrian’s  Wall  was  built  to  keep 
the  Scottish  tribes  further  at  bay.  Also  notable  was  the  long  apprenticeship  of  Mar- 
cus Aurelius,  who  was  named  Caesar  in  A.D.  139.  By  the  time  of  the  death  of  An- 
toninus in  A.D.  161,  Marcus  was  thoroughly  prepared  to  assume  the  burdens  of  of- 
fice. As  it  turned  out,  they  would  prove  to  be  considerable. 

Upon  his  accession,  Marcus  Aurelius  elevated  his  adoptive  brother,  Lucius 
Verus,  to  the  position  of  co-emperor.  Marcus,  however,  was  clearly  the  supreme 
authority.  Marcus  was  to  spend  much  of  his  reign  on  campaign.  Invasions  of  Ger- 
man tribes  from  the  north  and  of  Parthians  from  the  east  bedeviled  the  empire. 
Plague,  brought  back  from  the  east  by  the  army  in  A.D.  166,  swept  the  empire  ( a 
second  wave  of  plague  carried  Lucius  Verus  away  in  A.D.  169),  Despite  these 
shocks,  Marcus  was  able  to  restore  order  on  the  eastern  frontier  and  was  poised 
to  annex  territories  on  the  northern  frontier  at  the  time  of  his  death  A.D.  180.  Mar- 
cus was  succeeded  by  his  son  Commodus,  thus  breaking  the  pattern  of  succes- 
sion through  adoption.  Commodus  proved  to  be  a despot.  With  his  accession, 
Rome’s  greatest  age  came  to  an  end.  The  assassination  of  Commodus  at  the  end 
of  the  year  A.D.  192  ushered  in  four  years  of  civil  war. 

Due  to  recent  purchases,  we  are  able  to  offer  a large  selection  of  silver  denarii 
of  the  “adoptive  emperors," 


ORDER  ALL  SEVEN  COINS 
FOR  JUST  $395. 


1.  Nerva,  A.D.  96-98,  Silver  Denar-  5.  Marcus  Aurelius,  A.D.  161-180, 
ius.  Fine  Plus,  $69  Silver  Denarius,  VF,  $69 


2.  Trajan,  A.D.  98-117,  Silver 
Denarius,  VF,  $69 


6.  Lucius  Verus,  A.D.  161-169,  Sil- 
ver Denarius,  Choice  VF,  $79 


3.  Hadrian,  A.D.  117-138,  Silver 
Denarius,  VF,  $69 


7.  Commodus,  A.D.  180-192,  Sil- 
ver Denarius,  Choice  VF,  $79 


MAILORDER  POLICIES: 

1 . All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  as  described.  ANA  and  common  sense  grad- 
ing. ’Tour  satisfaction  guaranteed! 

2.  Fourteen  day  return  privilege-or  approval  service  can  be  arranged  with  proper 
references. 

3.  Personal  checks  of  unknown  customers  must  clear.  VISA  and  MasterCard  taken, 
references  may  be  required. 

4.  Kentucky  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 

5.  All  coins  sent  insured  or  registered.  Orders  less  than  $200  please  add  $2,00  for 
postage  and  handling. 

6 Most  coins  are  one-of-a-kind.  Second  choices  are  appreciated. 

7.  Visits  by  appointment  only. 


4.  Antoninus  Plus,  A.D.  138-161, 
Silver  Denarius,  VF,  $69 


SATISFACTION  & 
AUTHENTICITY 
GUARANTEED 


JONATHAN  K.  KERN  CO. 

441  South  Ashland  Ave.,  Lexington,  KY  40502 

To  order,  call  606-269-1614  between  10  a. m.  & 6 p.m.  EST  j 

ffSirS  Professional  Numismatist  c 

V ana  ) n 

Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Numismatics  j 

Life  Member  #1 787  24-hour  FAX  only  606-266-7900 
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Return  of  the  Fairies 


Rebekah  Taft  is  both  a 
great  neighbor  and  a good 
friend.  Miss  Taft  was  born 
in  Colorado  Springs  in  1912,  and 
the  home  she  grew  up  in  was  on  land 
adjacent  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association, 
where  the  ANA’s  neighbor,  the 
Colorado  Springs  Fine  Arts  Center, 
now  is  located.  She  has  devoted  her 
long  life  to  social  work  and  humani- 
tarian effort,  from  Eastern  Europe 
to  East  Harlem  during  the  pre-Civil 
Rights  era. 

Miss  Taft  knows  and  cares  about 
the  city,  and  it  is  to  her  that  I can 
always  turn  for  a bit  of  anecdotal  his- 
tory. When  she  learned  of  my 
interest  in  Sherlock  Holmes,  she 


Actual  Size:  39mm 

A flower  fairy,  drawn  by  Cicely  Mary 
Barker,  appears  on  a recent  crown  is- 
sued by  the  Isle  of  Man.  It  is  believed  to 
be  similar  to  fairy  drawings  by  Barker 
that  “substantiated”  Sir  Arthur  Conan 
Doyle’s  belief  in  their  existence  during 
the  heyday  of  spiritualism. 


remarked,  “Oh,  I remember  when  Sir 
Arthur  Conan  Doyle  came  to  Col- 
orado Springs  to  lecture.  He  brought 


THE 
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BY  EDWARD  C. 

ROCHETTE 

his  family  with  him,  and  I was  asked 
to  be  a companion  for  his  daughter, 
Jean.  We  were  both  the  same  age.” 

Rebekah  Taft’s  recall  was  a clue 
few  Sherlockians  could  resist.  A visit 
to  the  newspaper  files  of  the  Pikes 
Peak  Public  Library  revealed  a 
microfilm  copy  of  the  morning  edi- 
tion of  the  Colorado  Springs  Gazette 
for  May  7,  1923,  with  a front-page 
story  headlined  “CONAN  DOYLE 
DUE  HERE  THIS  MORNING.” 

While  the  story’s  sub-head  read 
“First  Visits  of  Creator  of  ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’  to  Pikes  Peak  Region,” 
Sherlockians  of  the  day  would  have 
been  very  disappointed  in  the  subject 
of  his  lecture.  Although  there  were 
more  Sherlockian  adventures  to 
come,  Conan  Doyle  had  become  ob- 
sessed with  spiritualism.  Not  only  did 
he  believe  that  he  could  communi- 
cate with  dead  members  of  his  family, 
but  he  began  to  believe  in  the  exist- 
ence of  fairies,  as  well.  A year  earlier, 
the  creator  of  Sherlock  Holmes  had 
published  a most  incredulous  book. 
The  Coming  of  the  Fairies! 

His  beliefs  were  reinforced  when 


two  young  girls  who  lived  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Cottingley — Elsie  Wright, 
age  16,  and  her  cousin,  Erances 
Griffiths,  age  10 — claimed  they  had 
seen  and  talked  to  fairies  playing  in 
their  garden.  The  elder  of  the  two 
took  photographs,  and,  although 
they  appeared  most  unconvincing, 
Conan  Doyle  had  hurried  to  the 
north  of  England  and  proclaimed 
the  photographs  to  be  genuine.  De- 
spite the  resulting  ridicule.  Sir 
Arthur’s  belief  in  the  authenticity  of 
the  pictures,  as  well  as  fairies,  re- 
mained unshaken. 

Other  photographs,  equally  faked, 
were  shown  to  complement  Conan 
Doyle’s  lecture  in  Colorado  Springs. 
The  Gazette  had  introduced  Sir 
Arthur  Conan  Doyle  as  an  English 
novelist  and  exponent  on  “The 
Proofs  of  Immortality.”  The  paper 
promised  that  his  talk  would  be  illus- 
trated with  “startling  spirit  pho- 
tographs!” One  illustration  would 
show  the  “ectoplasm  of  a supposedly 
dead  girl  manifesting  itself  from  the 
mouth  of  a medium.” 

A number  of  photographs  were 
projected  on  the  screen  that  evening. 
One  showed  a mourner  standing  be- 
side the  coffin  of  an  aged  women, 
while  at  hand  was  the  spirit  form  of 
an  old  friend  who  had  died  earlier. 
Another  was  a picture  of  an  Indian 
chief  standing  by  a man.  The  pho- 
tographer, said  Conan  Doyle,  was  in- 
formed by  automatic  uTiting  that  the 
chief  would  later  appear  in  full  re- 
galia. The  next  picture  was  shown  as 
“proof”  that  the  chief  kept  his  word. 

Tales  of  the  spirit  world  were  the 
“flying  saucer”  stories  of  the  1920s. 
Thousands  believed  in  it,  sightings 
of  ectoplasm  during  seances  were 
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as  common  as  perceived  extraterres- 
trial visits  of  our  time.  The  theatre, 
according  to  a follow-up  edition  of 
the  Gazette,  was  filled  to  capacity;  all 
600  seats  were  taken. 

Conan  Doyle’s  family  had  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  Springs.  Lady 
Doyle  had  taken  in  some  of  the 
tourist  attractions  of  the  region  and 
spent  some  time  meeting  with  local 
spiritualists.  At  the  Odd  Fellows 
Hall  on  the  night  before  Sir  Arthur’s 
arrival,  Lady  Doyle  reportedly  re- 
ceived a spirit  communication  from 
a friend  through  a local  Colorado 
Springs  medium,  Mrs.  E.  Gainor. 

Despite  the  variety  of  photo- 
graphic “evidence,”  nothing  could 
conceivably  be  described  as  “numis- 
matic,” save  for  Conan  Doyle’s 
prima  facie  evidence  to  the  existence 
of  fairies.  Coincident  to  his  finding 


of  fairies  was  the  publication  in  Eng- 
land of  a series  of  children’s  books 
entitled  “Flower  Fairies”  by  Cicely 
Mary  Barker. 

Barker  was  born  in  London  in 
1895.  As  a child  in  frail  health  and 
kept  home  from  school,  she  taught 
herself  to  draw  and  later  attended 
evening  classes  at  the  Croydon  Art 
Society.  Barker  developed  a distinc- 
tive style  and  was  commercially  en- 
gaged by  the  time  she  was  15.  Using 
children  who  attended  her  sister’s 
kindergarten  class  as  models.  Barker 
began  a series  of  fairies  to  appear  on 
postcards.  Then,  in  1923,  the  first  of 
her  popular  children’s  book  was  re- 
leased. It  is  believed  that  it  was  her 
creations  that  were  superimposed  on 
the  fairy  photographs  supplied  to 
Conan  Doyle  and  accepted  by  him 
as  evidence  of  their  existence.  Ironi- 


cally, when  skeptics  pointed  to  the 
“flat  appearance”  of  fairies  in  the 
photographs.  Sir  Arthur  explained 
that  this  was  proof  of  their  authen- 
ticity. Fairies,  he  said,  were  ethereal 
and  could  cast  no  shadows,  and 
therefore  in  the  light  would  look  as 
they  appeared  on  the  photographs. 

Of  late,  these  same  fairies  have 
gained  depth,  albeit  of  a millimeter 
or  less,  but  dimensional  neverthe- 
less. They  now  appear  on  a series  of 
Isle  of  Man  crowns  and  can  be  pur- 
chased directly  from  The  Treasury, 
Isle  of  Man  Government,  Finance 
Division,  Government  Office,  Doug- 
las, Isle  of  Man,  British  Isles,  IMl 
3PX.  A brochure,  along  with  a list  of 
all  coins  available,  can  be  obtained 
for  the  asking.  Prices  range  from 
face  value  (plus  a handling  charge)  to 
premium  costs  for  proof  coins.  • 


$ THE  HIQHER  BUYER  $ 

We've  been  making  customers  happy  for  over  20  years 
with  our  top  dollar  offer  for  their  collections.  When  it 
comes  time  to  sell,  contact  us  for  a fair,  friendly,  and 
confidential  offer.  Same-day  payment  for  any  size 
collection,  large  or  small.  We  will  gladly  make  offers  for 
items  shipped  to  us  or  at  the  coin  shows  we  attend 
throughout  the  country.  Call  for  more  information  or 
ship  your  coins  to  the  address  below. 

• WE  BUY  ALL  COINS  • U.S.  & FOREIGN*  GOLD, 
SILVER,  COPPER  • AG  TO  GEM  UNC  • SETS  & 
SINGLES  • ROLLS  & BAGS  • SILVER  DOLLARS  • 
TYPE  • COMMEMS  • PAPER  MONEY  • COMMON 
COINS  • INDIVIDUAL  RARITIES  • COMPLETE 
COLLECTIONS  • ACCUMULATIONS  • 

John  Paul  Sarosi,  Inc. 

P.  0.  Box  729  106  MARKET  STREET  JOHNSTOWN,  PA  15907 

1^800^334^1163 

KATHY  SAROSI  ANA  LM  3178  JOHN  PAUL  SAROSI  ANA  LM  2505 


BUY  • SELL  • TRADE 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN 

U.S  Numismatic  Coins  • U.S.  Gold  Coins 
Silver  Dollars 

Gold  and  Silver  Bullion  Coins  Bars 
PCGS  • Coin  Appraisals 
Gold  & Silver  Jewelry  • Sports  Collectibles 


When  in  Indiana  Visit 

Our  Full-line  Coin  Currency  Depts., 
Sports  Dept.,  Jewelry  Store, 

& Novelty  Gift  Shop 


P.O.  Box  424 

Winchester,  Indiana  47594 
(317)584-7481 
Owners: 

Leon  E.  Hendrickson 


LM  995 

David  Hendrickson 
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TOWER 

COIN  & STAMP  EXCHANGE 

Specialists  in  U.S.  & Foreign  Coins 


Investments  • Counseling  • Appraisals 
Leading  Buyer-Coins  & Stamps  • Gold  & Silver 


Send  for  our  free  fixed  price  list 


Be  sure 
Your  Bid 
Is  Heard 

Let  us  represent  you  at  the  major 
coin  auctions.  We'll  give  you  a fair 
shot  at  the  rarities  you  need  for  your 
collection-at  a fair  price. 

Julian  Leidman 

940  Wayne  Avc. 

Silver  Spring,  MD  20910 
(301)  585-8467 


JOHN  BAUER,  ana  lm  2378 
3400  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  NY  14618 
(716)  546-3810  / Mon.  thru  Sat.,  10-5 


Rare  U.S.  Coins  and  Patterns 
Consultations  and  Appraisals 
25  Years  Experience 


LM  #664 


SPECIALISTS  IN  RARE  U.S.  GOLD  & SILVER  COINS 

The  background  of  our  company  will  ensure  that  our  services  are  provided  with 
integrity,  knowledge  and  over  25  years  of  numismatic  experience. 


Personal  attention  for  dealers,  investors  and  collectors. 

We  Buy  and  Sell  Modern  Issue 
Gold  and  Silver  sets. 

We  buy  and  sell  internationally,  and 
attend  coin  conventions  all  over  the 
Exclusive  worldwide  distributors  of  the 
1990  China  Mint  Legal  Tender 
Dragon/Phoenix  Proof  Coins, 

1993  China  Mint  Peacock  Proof  Coins, 
and  many  other  exclusive 
World  Mint  Coins. 

Distributors  for  the  Monnaie  de  Paris  - First  issue  of  5 oz.  Gold  Coins, 

featuring  artworks  from  the  Louvre  Museum.  World-wide  mintage  of  only  99  coins  per 

Free  coin  portfolio  evaluation  service.  


design! 


FRED  WEINBERG  & CO.,  INC. 

16311  VENTURA  BLVD.,  SUITE  1288  • REPUBUC  BANK  BUILDING  • ENCINO,  CA  91436 

PHONE:  (818)  986-3733  - FAX:  (818)  986-2153 

CALL  1-800-338-6533  OR  FAX  WITH  YOUR  WANT  LIST  OR  INTERESTS. 

WE  PAY  TOP  DOLLAR  FOR  U.S.  GOLD  COINS!! 
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Coins  Can  Be  the  Investment  of 
a Lifetime  (of  Fun) 


Are  collector  coins  a 
good  investment?  The  ques- 
tion comes  up  often,  and 
while  it  deserves  a good  answer, 
there  is  no  really  accurate  response. 
Many  collectors  have  made  money 
on  their  purchases,  hut  just  as  many 
have  lost  when  it  came  time  to  sell. 
The  difference  usually  is  either  a 
matter  of  timing  or  of  purchasing 
the  wrong  kinds  of  coins. 

I always  have  thought  of  collect- 
ing as  something  I enjoyed  simply  as 
a hobby,  with  no  thought  of  profit. 
As  such,  it  has  given  me  years  of  en- 
joyment, entertainment  and,  yes,  an 
occasional  windfall.  Over  a long  pe- 
riod of  time,  there  have  been  more 
winners  than  losers.  I believe  my 
collecting  experience  is  typical. 

My  friends  who  golf  or  ski  never 
seem  to  show  concern  for  making  a 
profit  on  their  hobby  equipment.  I 
have  a friend  who  likes  to  play  the 
stock  market  and  even  thinks  of  it  as 
an  exciting  game  rather  than  an  in- 
vestment. Obviously  there  are  two 
distinct  points  of  view  about  what 
constitutes  an  investment. 

Coins  can  be  an  investment ...  or 
not.  It’s  a matter  of  attitude  and 
knowledge  of  coins.  The  viewpoints 
of  two  types  of  dealers  reflect  very 
different  schools  of  thought  about 
why  people  should  buy  coins. 

“Old  school”  dealers  believe  coins 
are  a good  investment  in  your  health 
and  well-being.  Hobbies  like  coin 
collecting  actually  help  you  live 
longer.  You  may  or  may  not  make 
money  on  your  coins;  that  depends 
on  market  conditions  and  the  kind  of 
coins  you  buy. 


“New  generation”  coin  dealers 
believe  that  buying  coins  with  the 
idea  of  long-term  gain — which  re- 


quires patiently  sitting  on  them 
for  10  or  20  years — is  an  antiquated 
concept.  You  won’t  make  money 
that  way  (you  probably  can  forget 
about  any  profit  as  well). 

File  #504 

Many  gasoline  companies  are  offer- 
ing coins  for  sale  in  their  monthly 
credit  card  billings.  It  must  be  a big 
business  for  them,  because  the  pro- 
motions always  offer  something  new. 
Sooner  or  later,  they  are  going  to 
use  up  all  the  worn-out,  beat-up 
coins  that  collectors  will  be  happy  to 
see  off  the  market.  I wonder  if  the 
company  will  then  upgrade  their 
customers  to  real  collector  coins  or 
begin  selling  something  else.  Will 
the  value  of  those  “junk”  coins  actu- 
ally go  up  when  there  are  no  more 
available  for  the  promotions?  Only 
time  will  tell. 

The  latest  offering  I received  was 
for  a set  of  four,  early  United  States 
“type”  coins:  the  large  cent,  2 -cent, 
half  dime  and  nickel  3-cent  coins. 
Their  condition  seems  to  be  Very 
Good  or  better  according  to  the  pic- 
tures. Price  for  the  four  pieces  is 


$79.95  plus  $4.95  for  shipping.  At 
more  than  $20  apiece,  this  is  no  bar- 
gain, but  buyers  do  get  a set  of  four 
cents  free  with  the  order — the  In- 
dian Head,  Wheat  Back,  Wartime 
Steel  and  Memorial  pieces,  worth 
about  $2,  tops. 

File  #505 

Promoters  continue  to  sell  what  they 
call  “America’s  First  Silver  Dollar” 
— a Bust-type  Mexican  8 reales.  Not 
only  is  this  not  America’s  first  coin- 
age nor  a dollar,  but  it  also  is  not  a 
very  good  value  at  $100  per  coin. 

The  coin  illustrated  in  this  ad 
looks  worn,  with  a couple  of  “chop- 
marks”  in  the  field,  and  it  has 
been  buffed.  That’s  to  be  expected 
with  these  old  coins  in  low-grade 
condition.  They  are  exciting  col- 
lectors’ pieces  because  they  did 
serve  as  money  in  this  country  from 
colonial  times  right  up  to  1857, 
when  they  no  longer  were  accepted 
in  trade. 

If  the  promoters  were  selling 
some  of  the  earlier  type  pieces-of- 
eight,  I could  agree  that  they  were 
some  of  the  first  dollar-sized  coins 
used  here,  but  this  ad  makes  it  sound 
as  if  these  were  our  first  dollars. 
They  were  not. 

Every  collection  should  include  an 
example  of  the  famous  piece-of- 
eight  coinage.  If  you  are  interested, 
shop  around  a hit,  and  see  if  you  can 
find  one  in  really  nice  condition  for 
about  the  same  price  or  perhaps 
even  a hit  less.  They  are  not  as  rare 
as  this  ad  makes  them  sound.  A little 
searching  will  turn  up  a nice  one  for 
your  collection. 
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File  #506 

There  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the 
ways  Morgan  dollars  are  packaged 
and  sold.  This  latest  offering  is  both 
attractive  and  innovative — also 
rather  expensive.  You  can  buy  a set 
of  15  uncirculated  dollars  for  about 
$600.  Because  of  the  scarcity  of 
these  coins,  you  must  order  immedi- 
ately— in  fact,  within  10  days  to  as- 
sure availability.  You  can  call  toll 
free  if  you  order  by  credit  card. 

The  good  news  is,  you  get  a free, 
magnificent,  custom-designed,  wal- 
nut, wood  [sic],  velvet-lined  display 
chest  with  clasp-lock  closure  for  per- 
fect protection  and  storage.  And — 
really  good  news — each  coin  is  en- 
cased in  a Lucite  capsule.  All  this, 
along  wdth  the  customary  certificate 
of  authenticity,  is  valued  by  the  pro- 
moter at  $75.  Most  of  the  coins  are 


said  to  be  over  100  years  old. 

Probably  true  is  the  comment  that 
these  were  sold  by  the  same  com- 
pany for  $100  each  a few  years  ago. 
That  doesn’t  speak  very  well  for 
their  investment  value,  but  as  a col- 
lection, the  coins  are  quite  nice.  All 
five  mints  are  represented;  even  one 
scarce  coin  from  Carson  City. 

Big,  bold  type  in  the  ad  says, 
“200%  Money  Back  Special  Guaran- 
tee”; small  type  below  explains  that 
if  you  ever  want  to  sell  the  Carson 
City  dollar,  they  will  pay  double 
your  cost.  The  way  I figure  it,  if  they 
are  still  in  business,  you  will  get  $80 
back  for  this  one  coin,  but  they  will 
not  be  buying  any  of  the  others. 

File  #507 

Would  you  pay  $10.95  for  a new 
dollar  bill  and  a small  book  telling 


you  all  about  it?  It  may  not  sound 
like  a very  good  deal,  but  it  is  better 
than  you  might  expect.  This  might 
appeal  to  young  and  old  alike.  It  is 
not  really  numismatic  in  nature,  but 
it  does  contain  many  interesting  bits 
of  information  about  our  paper 
money.  I’ll  quote  the  entire  ad: 

Cut  the  bombproof  plastic  enve- 
lope, remove  the  buck  and  discover 
interesting  facts  and  fascinating 
things  to  do  with  this  popular  piece 
of  paper  currency.  Answers  burning 
questions  like  “How  do  they  make 
them  and  can  I get  a job  there?’” 
Learn  simple  origami  (paper  fold- 
ing) and  make  a stunning  ring  with 
1 1 folds  or  a more  difficult  frog  that 
really  jumps.  Includes  step-by-step 
instructions,  and  of  course  the  in- 
stant $1.00  rebate  that  you  get  to 
keep  even  if  you  hate  this  book.  • 


CLELAND  & ASSOCIATES  INSURANCE,  INC. 
NUMISMATIC  INSURANCE  SPECIALISTS 


Richard  Cleland  invites  you  to  call! 

(214)  750-9791 

3419  WESTMINSTER  AVENUE 
DALLAS,  TX  75205 


Top  IO  Reasons 

to  Send  for  our  Free  list  of  Certified  Coins... 

/.  Personal  service  from  father/son  team 

2.  We  stock  all  U.S.  coins  from  Colonials  to  Gold 

3.  ALL  orders  shipped  same  day 

4.  Unique  color/star-rating  system  eliminates  guesswork 

5.  Full  1 0-day  return  privelege 

6.  Flexible  layaway  plans 

7.  Approval  service  with  good  credit 

8.  Trade-ins  gladly  accepted 

9.  We  travel  to  over  30  shows  per  year 

1 0.  Always  buying.  Please  call! 


Ask  about  our  new  \ 

frequent  flier  miles  program!  ^ 


David  Lawrence  Rare  Qoin$ 


0.  Box  64844  • Va.  Beach,  VA  23467 
(757)  424-0560  • fax  (757)  424-2363 
e-maii:  rarecoin@cris.com 
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Pbbjoy  Mint  Ltd 

Over  300  Years  of  Tradition 


db 


The  Royal  Bulldog, 

Silver  or  Gold  Bullion  Coin 


Official  Minter  to  Foreign  Governments  • Custom  Minter  to  the  World 
The  Producers  of 

• The  Noble.  The  World’s  first,  and  best  platinum 
bullion  coin. 

• The  Ecu.  First  gold  coin  traded  at  face  value  since 
the  U.S.  went  off  the  gold  standard  in  1933. 

• Winner  of  the  Queen’s  Award  for  Export  in  1990. 

• Winner  of  COTY  Awards:  Angel,  Best  Gold  Coin 
in  1984. 

• Cook  Islands  $50.00,  Best  Crown  in  1987. 

• Penny  Black  Crown,  COIN  OF  THE  YEAR 
in  1990. 

• Best  Crown  and  Most  Innovative  Coinage  Concept 
in  1990. 

• Alley  Cat  Crown,  Most  Popular  Coin  of  1990. 

• Stegosaurus  Crown,  Most  Popular  Coin  of  1993. 

Suppliers  of  coins , medals,  objects  d’art  and  regalia  for 

Governments,  royalty  and  industrial  concerns. 

Coins,  Regalia,  Objects  D’Art  and 
Custom  Minting 


Ascension 

Isle  of  Man 

Peru 

Bahrain 

Kenya 

Philippines 

Bhutan 

Kuwait 

Spain 

Bolivia 

Kyrghyzstan 

Senegal 

Bosnia  &.  Herzegovina 

Liberia 

Somaliland 

Burundi 

Macau 

Tokelau 

Dubai 

Madeira 

Tonga 

Cook  Islands 

Maidive  Islands 

Tristan  da  Cunha 

Eritrea 

Mauritius 

Uganda 

Ethiopia 

Niue 

Uzbekistan 

Gibraltar 

Nigeria 

Western  Samoa 

Hong  Kong 

Oman 

The  Burmese  Cat, 

Silver  or  Gold  Bullion  Coin.  Fractional 
Cat  coins  outsell  every  other  small  gold 
coin  in  America. 


Bosnian  Hanoverian 
Stallion, 

The  Hanoverian  Stallion  is 
featured  prominently  in 
this  truly  outstanding  issue 
from  Bosnia.  A product  of 
finest  breeding. 

Pobjoy,  more  than  a name,  a guarantee! 


The  Angel 

The  world’s  most  beautiful 
gold  bullion  coin 


Pobjoy  Mint  Ltd' 


P.O.  Box  109,  Rosemount,  MN  55068  USA  TEL:  1 612  322  2264  FAX:  1 612  322  5527 
92  Oldfields  Road,  Sutton,  Surrey  SMI  2NW  England.  TEL:  0181  641  0370  FAX:  0181  644  1028 
Pobjoy  International  School  of  Minting  & Technology,  Kingswood  Park,  Park  Lane,  Bonsor  Drive, 
Tadworth,  Surrey,  KT20  6AY.  TEL:  01737  818181  FAX:  01737  818199 
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CbinWsrId 


P.O.  Box  431  5,  Sidney,  OH  45365 


Coin  World  is  America's  most  widely  read 
coin  weekly.  Each  issue  is  crammed  with  in- 
formation, such  as  what  to  look  for  in  your 
own  pocket  change,  how  to  "cherrypick" 
and  discover  a fantastic  find.  Plus  thou- 
sands of  buy,  sell  and  trade  opportunities. 


26  issues  for  only  $14.97 


NEW  PRICES-PAYING  TOP  DOLLAR 
Wanted  To  Buy-Complete  Sets 


GWG 

FINE 

XF 

Flying  Eagle  - Indian  Cents 

3,800.00 

4,950.00 

7,700.00 

Lincoln  Cents 

600.00 

975.00 

2,900.00 

Buffalo  Nickels 

300.00 

690.00 

4,700.00 

Barber  Dimes 

460.00 

2,900.00 

6,200.00 

Mercury  Dimes 

475.00 

1,100.00 

3,350.00 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

1,300.00 

2,100.00 

5,250.00 

Walking  Liberty  Halves 

340.00 

875.00 

9,500.00 

Morgan  Dollars  (No  1895) 

(2,650.00  Fine) 

(6,400.00  XF) 

(19,000.00  AU) 

Morgan  Dollars  (With  1895) 

(7,700.00  Fine) 

(14,800.00  XF) 

(28,250.00  AU) 

50  Pc.  Commem.  Silver  (6 

,550.00  XF/AU) 

(8,300  BU)  (16,000.00  CH/BU) 

11  Pc.  Gold  Type  Set 

(1,975  Fine) 

(2,550  XF) 

(4,100  BU) 

No  overdates  or  double  dies  are  included  in  the  above  prices.  We  will  pay 
substantially  more  if  included.  The  above  quotes  are  just  a sample  of  our 
top  buying  prices.  We  are  looking  to  purchase  any  United  States  or  Cana- 
dian Coin  Collections.  For  our  top  offer  just  ship  coins  via  Registered 
mail;  upon  receipt  our  check  will  be  mailed  to  you.  If  for  emy  reason  you 
are  not  satisfied  with  our  offer,  your  coins  will  be  returned  postpaid. 


We  attend  approximately  25  coin  shows  a year  for  the  express  purpose  of 
purchasing  coins.  We  can  make  arrangements  to  examine  your  collection 
at  a local  show  near  you.  All  transactions  strictly  confidential. 


EXCELSIOR  COIN  GALLERY 


2710  Arden  Way 
Sacramento,  CA  95825*1365 
Phone  (800)  872*4053 
Local  (916)  487*2646 
FAX:  (916)  487-2673 
ANA  Member 


Our  28th 
Anniversary 
1968-1996 


Prices  subject  to  change 

Send  for  Free  Sale  List  of  Collector  Coins 


508'40th  Avenue  N.E. 
Minneapolis,  MN  55421-3834 

PHONE  612  789  7070 
EAX612  789  4747 

oume 

NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE  SPECIALIST 
I am  pleased  to  Announce  Sale  Number  5,  April  11  &.  12,  1997 

Selections  and  Duplicates  from  the  Library  of 

JOHN  AND  NANCY  WILSON 

consisting  of  over  398  years  of  collecting.  It  contains: 

Robert  P.  Harris’  Books  & ORIGINAL  MANUSCRIPTS  • Curly  Mitchell  • 

Richard  Rodgers  • Roy  Hill  &.  George  F.  Hodges,  who  started  collecting  books  in  1898. 

The  Library  of  Mr.  George  Tillson 

& Selections  from  the  Libraries  of  Mr.  N.D.  Nicol  and  Allen  G.  Berman 

SAVE  yOUR  MONEY  FOR  MV  BIGGEST  AND  BEST  SALE  VET! 

Order  your  catalogue  today  for  $10.00  or  a Numbered  Copy  for  $12.95 

Call  Toll  Free  U800-789-7005 
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BOOK  M A R K S 

BY  LYNN  CHEN 


■ Q.  David  Bowers’  new  book,  A 
Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 
(ANA  Library  Cat.  No.  GB30.B6f), 
is  a comprehensive  reference  about 
the  popular,  small-cent  series.  Cov- 
ering each  date  and  issue,  the  author 
adds  his  observations,  opinions  and 
ideas  to  market  history,  rarities,  die 
varieties,  historical  information, 
grading  guidelines  and  price  data. 

Four  appendixes — die  quantities, 
patterns,  Scott  catalog  listings  and 
third-party  grading — complement 
the  541-page,  5‘/2  x 8‘/2  -inch,  paper- 
bound  book.  Priced  at  $45,  it  is  avail- 
able from  Bowers  and  Merena  Publi- 
cations, Box  1224-NR,  Wolfeboro, 
NFI  03894,  or  the  ANA  MoneyMar- 
ket  Store,  818  N.  Cascade  Ave.,  Col- 
orado Springs,  CO  80903-3279,  tele- 
phone toll-free  800/367-9723. 

■ Coinage  in  the  Roman  Econ- 
omy, 300  B.C.  to  A.D.  700  by  Ken- 
neth W.  Harl  (ANA  Library  Cat. 
No.  BC40.H2)  is  an  overview  of  Ro- 
man economic  and  social  history  as 
well  as  a numismatic  study.  The  au- 
thor details  minting  and  usage  pat- 
terns, and  emphasizes  the  role  coins 
played  during  the  overseas  expansion 
of  the  Roman  Republic  in  the  2nd 
century  B.C.,  in  the  inflationary  poli- 
cies of  the  3rd  and  4th  centuries 
A.D.,  and  in  the  dissolution  of  the 
Roman  Mediterranean  order  in  the 
7th  century  A.D. 

The  5V2  X 9-inch,  hardcover  book 
offers  the  first  region-by-region 
analysis  of  prices  and  wages  through- 
out Roman  history  with  reference  to 
the  changing  buying  power  of  the 
major  circulating  denominations. 

Priced  at  $49.95,  the  book  can  be 


Exciting  Reference  Clarifies 
Medieval  French  Coinage 

Truly  the  most  exciting  book  to  hit 
the  field  of  French  numismatics  this 
decade.  The  Silver  Coins  of  Me- 
dieval France  (476-1610  AD)  by 
James  N.  Roberts  (ANA  Library  Cat. 

No.  JE65.R7)  makes  identifying 
coins  easy  by  arranging  them  into 
sensible  groups  of  related  types, 
rather  than  chronologically  or  geo- 
graphically. The  word  “sensible”  is 
used  deliberately,  as  it  implies  a rela- 
tionship between  various  coins  as 
opposed  to  an  arbitrary  grouping. 

For  example,  Carolingian  and  15th- 
century  coins  bearing  cross  motifs 
are  treated  quite  distinctly. 

Crossing  the  boundaries  of  royal  and  feudal,  this  book  links  imitative 
local  coinages  to  their  prototypes,  including  related  coinages  beyond  the 
borders  of  France  in  Flanders,  Luxembourg,  Alsace-Lorraine  and  Savoy. 
More  than  7,300  intelligently  placed  coin  illustrations  make  this  book 
simple  to  use,  and  hundreds  of  maps — one  for  each  basic  type — show 
both  numismatist  and  historian  the  geographical  dispersion  of  related 
types.  Each  entry  is  cross-referenced  to  at  least  one  source,  a sine  qua  non 
of  respectability  for  any  numismatic  desk  reference. 

The  usefulness  of  format  could  have  permitted  Roberts  to  get  away 
with  a lesser  book — a simple,  handy,  finding  chart.  But,  to  his  credit,  he 
sought  to  do  more.  Based  on  extensive  research  both  in  North  America 
and  Europe,  he  has  incorporated  the  latest  scholarly  revelations  about  the 
several  related  series,  while  correcting  a number  of  traditional  but  inaccu- 
rate attributions. 

The  enormous  work  contains  a convenient  concordance,  cross-refer- 
enced with  major  works  by  Ciani,  Lafaurie  and  Duplessy;  a 2 3 -page  bibli- 
ography; and  an  alphabetical  index  of  denominations.  Priced  at  $89.50, 
the  9x11  ’/2-inch,  hardbound  book  can  be  ordered  from  Attic  Books, 

P.O.  Box  38,  South  Salem,  NY  10590,  or  from  the  ANA  MoneyMarket 
Store,  818  N.  Cascade  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279,  tele- 
phone toll-free  800/367-9723. 

Problems  in  this  work  are  few  and  generally  confined  to  trivial  aspects 
of  copyediting,  rather  than  content.  It  will  not  replace  standard  works 
such  as  Duplessy,  but  stands  on  its  own,  and  will  certainly  save  the  numis- 
matist hundreds  of  hours  in  cataloging  and  clarifying  medieval  and  Ren- 
aissance French  coinage. 

— Allan  G.  Beunan^  ANA  110182 
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ordered  from  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University  Press,  2715  N.  Charles 
St.,  Baltimore,  MD  21218-4319. 

■ Described  as  “everything  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  about  the  Lincoln 
cent,”  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents  by  David  W.  Lange 
(ANA  Library  Cat.  No.  GB30.L2) 
covers  Lincoln  cent  history,  design 
changes,  errors,  counterfeits  and 
grading,  and  includes  a complete  date 
and  mint  analysis.  The  8V2  x 11- 
inch,  paperback  book  is  available  for 
$34.95  plus  $3.50  postage  and  han- 
dling from  Bowers  and  Merena  Pub- 
lications, Box  12 24- NR,  Wolfeboro, 
NH  03894,  or  the  ANAMoneyMar- 
ket  Store,  818  N.  Cascade  Ave.,  Col- 
orado Springs,  CO  80903-3279, 
telephone  toll-free  800/367-9723. 

■ Donated  to  the  ANA  Resource 
Center  by  President  Mizrachi  of  the 


The  Complete 
Guide  to  Lincoln 
Cents  by  David 
W.  Lange  is  the 
latest  reference 
about  this  widely 
collected  series. 


Asociacion  Numismatica  de  Panama, 
Catalogo  Numismatico  De  Pa- 
nama, 1996-1997  (ANA  Library 
Cat.  No.  FC65.C3)  is  the  most  com- 
plete and  current  listing  of  coins,  pa- 
per money,  medals,  counters  (to- 
kens) and  commemorative  issues  of 
modern  Panama.  The  catalog  fea- 
tures more  than  450  illustrations  and 
lists  date,  metal,  mintage  and  value 
for  each  entry.  Priced  at  $14  plus 


$4.50  for  shipping  and  handling,  the 
8V2  X 11 -inch,  paperbound  book  can 
be  ordered  from  Ing.  Benjamin 
Mizrachi,  P.O.  Box  55-2725,  Pai- 
tilla,  Panama,  Republic  of  Panama. 

■ Warman’s  Coin  and  Currency 
by  Allen  G.  Berman  and  Alex  G. 
Malloy  (ANA  Library  Cat.  No. 
CC20.B4  1996)  is  a general  numis- 
matic reference  intended  for  the  cu- 
rious layman.  Including  ancient,  me- 
dieval and  modern  coins  and  paper 
money  of  the  United  States,  Canada 
and  other  foreign  countries,  the 
book  provides  the  origin  and  evolu- 
tion of  each  series,  helpful  hints  and 
current  market  value.  The  8V2  x 11- 
inch,  paperback  book  is  available  for 
$19.95  from  Chilton  Book  Com- 
pany, 201  King  of  Prussia  Rd.,  Rad- 
nor, PA  19089-0230,  or  from  the 
ANA  MoneyMarket  Store.  • 


TREASURE  COINS 


We  specialize  in: 

• Shipwreck  coins,  bullion,  & artifacts 

• Gold  & silver  cobs  of  Mexico,  Peru, 

Bolivia,  Colombia,  & Spain 
European  hammered  gold  & silver  coins 
• Related  books  & documents 


Get  started  with  our  book 
The  Practical  Book  of  Cobs 
Third  Edition,  1995 
$15  postpaid 


Free  bimonthly  price  lists  upon  request 


DANIEL  FRANK  SEDWICK 
P.O.  Box  2025,  Goldenrod,  FL  32733  U.S.A. 
Phone  407/677T167  • Fax  407/677G898 


. . . JUSTJ4  TEfWOfFTfHT, 
coLLTjcyro%3 
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(DOLLm3  Off  \ 


STACK’S  • THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY  • ABE 
KOSOFF  • LESTER  MERKIN  • THE  ESSEX  INSTITUTE  • JOHN 
W.  ADAMS  • RICHARD  PICKER  • THE  LEWIS  M.  REAGAN 
FOUNDATION  • J.  ROY  PENNELL,  jR.  • DENNIS  MENDELSON  • 
ALFRED  SZEGO  • THE  CHASE  MANHATTAN  MONEY  MUSEUM 


ANA  LIFE  MEMBER  AND 
ANTIQUARIAN  BOOKSELLERS 
ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA 
MEMBER  SINCE  1979 
lAPN  MEMBER  SINCE  1987 

FINE  NUMISMATIC  BOOKS 
P.O.  Drawer  3100  • Crestline,  CA  ')2325 
Tel:  (909)  338-6527  • Fax  (909)  338-6980 
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■■■  THE  SECRET  OF  MAKING  A 520  PERCENT  ANNUAL  RETURN 

K-V  ON  YOUR  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS 

AND  26  OTHER  OF  THE  MOST  CLOSELY  GUARDED  SECRETS  OF  THE  RARE  COIN  INDUSTRY 
Guaranteed  Results:  I Want  to  Offer  You  a Proposition  Where  I Take  All  the  Risk! 
vo^i  Order  My  New  Book  The  27  Most  Closely  Guarded  Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coin  Industry  at  the 
Special  Price  of  $69.95.  Use  the  Strategies  in  My  Book  for  ONE  FULL  YEAR.  If  you  are  not  absolutely,  over- 
whelmingly, totally  and  almost  uncontrollably  convinced  that  my  methods  and  strategies  have  made 
or  saved  you  at  least  TEN  TIMES  the  cost  of  my  book,  return  It  one  year  from  now  for  a full  refund! 

Dear  Friend: 

Some  investors  almost  always  make  money  in  the  rare  coin  market.  The  difference  between  winning  and  losing  is  an  EDUCATION. 

Consumer  advocate  and  numismatic  author  Scott  Travers  says  . . . “The  rare  coin  market  is  an  ocean  of  hungry  sharks  waiting  for  a powerless  victim  into  whom  they  can 
sink  their  teeth.”  Indeed  the  rare  coin  market  can  be  cruel.  However,  the  rare  coin  market  holds  tremendous  opportunity  for  those  more  educated  than  the  masses. 

Although  most  investors  lose  money  investing  in  the  rare  coin  market,  BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT,  some  investors  almost  always  make  money.  Personally,  I made  fortunes  in 
free-falling  bear  markets. 

THE  KEY  TO  BEING  A SUCCESSFUL  RARE  COIN  INVESTOR  IS  BEING  ARMED  WITH  MARKET  KNOWLEDGE. 

I AM  GOING  TO  HELP  YOU  BECOME  A RARE  COIN  SHARK  BY  TEACHING  YOU  MY  MOST  CLOSELY  GUARDED  SECRETS. 

First,  I can  cut  out  the  biggest  cause  of  investor  loss:  A profit-hungry  rare  coin  dealer  that  sells  you  coins  at  unconscionable  markups.  I can  show  you  how  to  buy  coins  at 
WHOLESALE  dealer  prices  instead  of  paying  RETAIL. 

Second,  I can  show  you  which  classic  U.S.  rarities  professional  investors  buy  for  maximum  profit  potential.  Most  dealers  sell  coins  which  are  the  easiest  to  acquire  and  coins 
that  they  want  to  dump. 

Third,  I will  show  you  how  to  sell  your  coins  for  RETAIL  prices  direct  to  the  end  user,  the  collector.  Buying  at  WHOLESALE  and  selling  at  RETAIL  is  how  some  successful 
investors  always  make  money. 

For  over  20  years  I have  been  in  the  rare  coin  business.  I am  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  respected,  trusted  and  more  knowledgeable  experts  in  the  field  of  numismat- 
ics. I have  an  impeccable  reputation  for  honesty,  integrity,  competency  and  financisd  strength  in  the  numismatic  industry. 

Many  of  you  will  recognize  my  name.  Most  of  you  can  benefit  from  my  experience.  I can  teach  you  how  to  minimize  your  downside,  maximize  your  upside  and  always  ensure 
that  your  decision  regarding  a numismatic  transaction  is  the  most  astute  decision  you  can  make  concerning  your  collecting  and/or  economic  objectives. 


A PROVEN  SYSTEM  OF  BUYING  AND  SELLING  COINS 


To  comprehensively  educate  both  rare  coin  collectors  and  investors,  I have  writ- 
ten an  enlightening  and  controversial  book  called;  The  27  Most  Closely 
Guarded  Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coin  Industry.  Nothing  like  it  has  ever  been 
written  before.  My  book  will  relate  to  you  the  most  decisive,  no-nonsense  strate- 
gies for  getting  more  out  of  your  commitment  to  coin  collecting  or  investing. 
Now,  for  the  first  time  you  can  learn  what  most  dealers  don’t  want  you  to  know. 
Written  in  the  most  simple,  understandable,  easy  to  apply  language  possible,  I 
talk  about: 

• THE  SECRET  TO  MAKING  A 520%  ANNUAL  RETURN  ON  YOUR 
RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS — The  strategy  I will  teach  you  is  simple,  but  of- 
ten overlooked  and  seldom  utilized  except  by  the  most  successful  industry  insid- 
ers. You  can  make  a profit  regardless  of  market  conditions.  Insiders  know  and 
utilize  this  secret  profit  in  both  bull  and  bear  markets. 

• MISTAKES — almost  every  coin  investor  with  which  I have  consulted  is  guilty 
of  no  less  than  10  major  mistakes.  I will  teach  you  in  intimate  detail  how  to 
avoid  major  mistakes  that  most  investors  make. 

• SCIENTIFIC  INVESTING — A rare  coin  fund  manager  buys  an  1895-0 
Quarter  graded  MS-68  for  $37,500  in  the  raging  bull  market  of  1988.  An  offer  of 
over  $200,000  was  reported  on  the  coin  in  a free-falling  bull  market  24  moths 
later.  Learn  the  secret  of  “waking  up  your  sleepers”  and  how  some  investors 
make  a killing  by  creatively  promoting  their  coins.. 

• SURVEYS  AND  CHARTS — I will  examine  which  coins  REALLY  have  appre- 
ciated in  value.  Learn  which  coins  have  gone  up  thousands  of  percentages  over 
the  years. 

• WHAT  MAKES  A COIN  VALUABLE— You  will  become  an  expert  at  ap- 
praising coins. 

• ARBITRAGES — Savvy  traders  take  advantage  of  many  arbitrages  in  the 


rare  coin  market.  Learn  what  they  are,  and  how  you  can  profit  from  them. 

• TIME  BOMBS — You  will  learn  to  recognize  the  coins  you  own  (or  are  consid- 
ering buying)  which,  in  the  near  future,  may  develop  unattractive  toning.  These 
coins  will  probably  depreciate  tremendously,  so  if  you  own  any  of  these  coins, 
you  should  sell  them  immediately. 

• THE  GRADING  SERVICES — I’ll  talk  about  how  accurate  the  grading  ser- 
vices really  are.  Included  in  this  secret  is  an  update  on  how  dealers  make  huge 
profits  upgrading  certified  coins.  Finally,  you  will  learn  to  disregard  dealer  com- 
ments that  a coin  is  worth  more  if  it’s  certified  by  a specific  service. 

• CONSPIRACIES  IN  THE  MARKETPLACE— You  will  learn  about  some 
dealers’  inside  trading  and  possible  anti-trust  practices  to  control  the  price  of 
certain  coins. 

• THE  STORY  OF  THE  DOCTOR  THAT  BOUGHT  A COIN  FOR  $235,000 
AND  SOLD  IT  FOUR  MONTHS  LATER  FOR  $1,100.000— This  doctor’s  ex 
perience  was  the  rule,  not  the  exception.  Two  other  examples  of  this  doctor’s  ac- 
tivities include  purchasing  a coin  for  $10,000  and  selling  it  three  months  later 
for  $29,000  and  purchasing  a coin  for  $15,000  and  selling  it  seven  months  later 
for  $100,000. 

• HOW  TO  BUY  RARE  COINS— Learn  what  a SOURCE  FUND  is  and  how 
to  buy  coins  at  better  prices  than  you  ever  thought  possible.. 

• HOW  TO  SELL  YOUR  COINS  AT  EXCLUSIVE  GALLERY  RETAIL 
PRICES — You  will  discover  that  marketing  is  the  “ultimate  financial  leverage” 
in  getting  top  dollar  for  your  coins. 

• RARE  COINS  AND  THE  GOVERNMENT— Learn  how  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  and  other  government  agencies  fight  rare  coin  fraud.  Special  tips 
are  included  for  law  enforcement  officers  and  attorneys. 

• Plus  much,  much  more  valuable  advice. 


SPECIAL  BONUS:  If  you  place  your  order  for  The  27  Most  Closely  Guarded  Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coin  Industry  withm  the  next  10  days,  I will  also  include 
the  following  two  SPECIAL  REPORTS  free  of  charge.  You  will  receive:  BUY,  SELL,  HOLD  AND  12  Ways  to  Get  20%  to  1230%  More  For  Your  Coins  When  You  Seti. 


How  can  you  possibly  say  “no”  to  a proposition  where  I take  all  the  risk?  Clip  the  coupon  below  and  place  your  order  today! 


The  27  Most  Closely  Guarded  Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coins  Industry 
is  the  ultimate  guide  on  buying  and  selling  coins. 

The  information  presented  is  based  on  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  worth 
of  my  personal  time  and  my  experience  buying  and  selling  millions  of  dollars 
worth  of  coins.  The  wonderful  education  you’ll  receive  and  the  profitable  ideas 
and  opportunities  you  will  learn  about  can  make  you  many  thousands,  tens  of 
hundreds  of  thousands — even  millions  each  and  every  year.  And  you  can’t  get 
this  knowledge  or  expert  information  anywhere  else.  Since  I now  charge  $1,000 
an  hour  as  a consultant,  I initially  planned  on  selling  the  book  for  $295  figuring 
all  my  training  material  would  make  or  save  the  average  numismatic  consumer 
ten  to  one  hundred  times  that  figure.  However,  quite  honestly,  I am  looking  for 
back-end  business.  I want  to  represent  you  on  all  your  buy  or  sell  transactions. 

Warmly, 

David  A.  Vogel 


Baron’s  Rare  Coin  Collectors’  Society 

David  A.  Vogel 

527  A West  Wheatland  Rd. 

Duncanville,  Texas  75137 

Dear  Dave: 

How  can  I say  “no”  to  a proposition  where  you  take  all  the  risk!  Please  send 
me copy(s)  of  The  27  Most  Closely  Guarded  Secrets  of  the  Rare  Coin  In- 

dustry. I understand  that  I have  a FULL  YEAR  to  return  the  book  to  you  if 
for  any  reason  I am  dissatisfied  with  it. 

On  that  preferable  risk-free  basis,  enclosed  is  my  check  for  $69.95  per  copy 
(Texas  residents  add  8.25%  sales  tax.) 

Name 

Address 

City 


State. 


Zip . 


Daytime  Phone  Number  (To  Ensure  Priority  Delivery)_ 
Division  of  Numismatic  Marketing  Partners 


ANA  1096 


APRIL  1991 
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Collections  • Sets 
Accumulations 

SUver  Dollars,  T3rpe,  Gold,  Commems, 

Paper  Money,  Keys  & Commons  in  every  grade 
from  AG  thru  Gem  Unc. 

To  receive  our  high  offer,  ship  your 
material  by  registered  or  insured 
mail.  When  received,  we  will  evaluate 
your  holdings  and  make  an  offer  in 
the  form  of  our  same-day  check. 

We  also  buy  bullion  gold  and  silver,  diamonds,  watches, 
political  and  sports  memorabilia. 

SAM  SLOAT  COINS,  INC. 

Established  1961 

606  Post  Road  East,  P.O.  Box  192,  Westport  CT  06881 
800-243-5670  • (203)  226-4279  • FAX  (203)  454-5578 


Sell  your  coins 
to  LITTLETON! 


We  buy  single  coins  to  entire  estates, 

AG'3  to  MS'65,  early  U.S.  to  modem 
As  one  of  the  nations  largest  coin  retailers,  we  spend  millions 
of  dollars  each  year  for  U.S.  coins  in  a wide  range  of  grades. 

Over  150,000+  customers  bought  more 
than  3 million  coins  from  us  last  year! 

Our  150,000  collector  customers  from  all  50  states  represent  a 
vast  variety  of  collecting  interests  from  AG  pieces  to  Proofs, 
from  early  Bust  and  Seated  coinage  to  modem  issues,  from 
low-cost  coins  to  great  American  rarities.  Our  needs  are 
extensive  and  our  buy  prices  are  highly  competitive.  Contact 
us  by  phone,  fax,  mail  or  teletype  today! 


• Fair  and  honest  appraisals  & offers 

• Fast  confirmations  and  settlements 

• Finders  fees  and  joint  arrangements 


Littleton 

Coin  Company 

Dept.  NUMOOl 
646  Union  Street 
Littleton,  NH  03561 


Buyer  Phone:  (603)444-1020 
FAX:  (603)444-3501 
Teletype:Facts  D97,  CoinNet  NH07 


Celebrating  Over  50  Years  of  Friendly  Service  to  Collectors 


Are  You 
Moving? 


1 • Attach  your  mailing  label  from  a recent  issue  of 
The  Numismatist  in  the  space  provided  below,  or 
print  your  name  and  address  exactly  as  it  appears  on 
your  label. 


Please  let  us  know! 

Notify  us  at  least 
8 weeks  before  you 
move  to  your  new  ad- 
dress so  you  won’t 
miss  a single  issue  of 
The  Numismatist. 

Here’s  how: 


Name 

(please  print) 

ANA# 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

2 a Print  your  new  address  here: 

Name  (please  print) 


Address 


City  State  Zip 

3 ■ Mail  or  fax  this  form  to: 

ANA  Membership  Department 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue  • Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279  • Fax  719/634-4085 
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Correspondence  Courses 
Focus  on  Minting,  and 
Errors  and  Varieties 

Now  available  are  two  new  corre- 
spondence courses  authored  by  Dr. 
James  Wiles  under  the  direction  of 
the  ANA  Education  Department. 
Combined  under  one  cover  and  lav- 
ishly illustrated,  The  Modem  Minting 
Process  and  U.S.  Minting  Errors  and 
Varieties  provide  collectors  with  a 
comprehensive  overview  of  these 
two  areas  of  study. 

In  The  Modern  Minting  Process, 
Wiles  clearly  describes  the  proce- 
dure for  making  planchets  and  dies 
and  fully  explains  the  design  and 
manufacture  of  coins.  U.S.  Minting 
Errors  and  Varieties  offers  an  exten- 
sive view  of  this  facet  of  the  hobby, 


The  latest  in  the  ANA’s  series  of  corre- 
spondence courses  delves  into  the  mint- 
ing process,  and  errors  and  varieties. 


including  planchet  and  striking  er- 
rors, and  die  varieties.  An  appendix 
to  the  latter  provides  a bibliography 
of  additional  readings  and  a list  of 
specialty  clubs  dedicated  to  the  col- 
lection and  study  of  numismatic  er- 
rors and  varieties. 

Students  who  complete  either  or 
both  courses  and  score  between  76 
and  9 1 percent  on  the  accompanying 
tests  will  receive  diplomas.  Those 
earning  scores  between  92  and  95.5 
percent  will  receive  diplomas  “with 
honors.”  For  grades  of  96  percent 
or  higher,  the  ANA  will  bestow 
“high  honors.” 

Cost  of  the  two  correspondence 
courses  is  $39.95  for  ANA  members, 
$69.95  for  non-members.  Another 
home-study  course.  Grading  Mint- 
State  U.S.  Coins  by  J.P.  Martin,  is 
scheduled  for  publication  later  this 
year.  For  additional  information, 
contact  the  Education  Department. 

Multimillion-Dollar 
Gold  Collection  Destined 
for  ANA  Auction 

A collection  of  rarely  seen  United 
States  gold  coins,  donated  to  the 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  appraised  by  ANA  Collec- 
tor Services  at  $2.5  million,  will  be 
auctioned  later  this  year. 

John  O’Brien,  executive  director 
of  financial  administration  for  the 
western  New  York  diocese,  says, 
“We  knew  the  collection  was  worth 
something  when  we  received  it  as  an 
anonymous  donation  six  years  ago.” 
Bishop  Henry  J.  Mansell  adds,  “Ed- 
ucation has  long  been  an  important 
part  of  the  mission  of  this  diocese. 
We  are  pleased  that  the  proceeds 
from  this  collection  will  enable  us  to 
establish  an  endowment  fund  to  pro- 


mote the  fiscal  stability  of  these  crit- 
ical (education)  programs.  It  is  fit- 
ting that  we  honor  our  anonymous 
donor  whose  stewardship  will  impact 
generations  of  students.” 

ANA  Authenticator  J.P.  Martin 
notes,  “The  collection  is  made  up 
primarily  of  better-date  gold  coins. 
Among  the  many  rarities  are  a 1795 
$10  ‘nine-leaf’  variety  piece  and 
a previously  unrecorded  example 
of  the  1829  $5  ‘large  planchet,’  of 
which  only  eight  are  known.” 

The  collection  will  anchor  the 


■ ANA  World  Wide  Web  Site  " 

http://www.money.org 
E-MAIL  ADDRESSES 

Numismatic  Information  Network 

ana@money.org 

Accounting 

anaacc@money.org 

Convention 

anacvn@money.org 

Development 

anadev@money.org 

Education 

anaedu@money.org 

Library/Resource  Center 

analib@money.org 

Mediation 

anamed@money.org 

Membership 

anamem@money.org 

MoneyMarket  Store 

anaent@money.org 

Museum/Collector  Services 

anamus@money.org 

Publications 

anaedi@money.org 

Public  Relations 

anapub@money.org 

American  Numismatic  Association 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
Telephone:  719/632-2646 
Toll-Free:  800/367-9723 
Fax:  719/634-4085 
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ANA  auction  at  the  1997  World’s 
Fair  of  Money®  at  the  Marriott 
Marquis  Hotel  in  New  York  City, 
July  30-August  3.  Because  the  col- 
lection is  so  large — approximately 
1,200  coins — the  ANA’s  official  auc- 
tioneer, Heritage  Numismatic  Auc- 
tions of  Dallas,  Texas,  will  sell  a por- 
tion at  the  Long  Beach  Coin  & 
Collectibles  Expo  in  June. 

ANA  Offers  Money  Talks 
for  Book  Lovers 

Selected  programs  from  the  ANA’s 
award-winning  Money  Talks  radio 
program — heard  daily  on  555  sta- 
tions across  the  country — now  are 
available  in  book  form.  The  266- 
page,  softcover  book,  entitled  Money 


Talks:  A Radio  Program  on  the  History 
and  Lore  of  Money,  was  published  by 
the  ANA  School  of  Numismatics. 

Now  in  its  fifth  broadcast  season, 
the  daily  radio  spots  first  aired  on 
91  stations  on  October  5,  1992.  The 
programs  from  that  first  year  of 
broadcasting,  relating  new  and  old 
stories  about  numismatics  for  both 
experienced  and  uninitiated  collec- 
tors, now  have  been  extensively 
illustrated  and  preserved  for  refer- 
ence and  enjoyment. 

In  addition  to  airing  on  the 
radio.  Money  Talks  stories  appear  on 
four  computer  bulletin  boards,  and 
can  be  read  or  heard  on  the  ANA’s 
World  Wide  Web  site  (www.money. 
org).  The  program  has  been  nomi- 
nated for  three  prestigious  Peabody 


Selected  scripts  from  the  ANA’s  popu- 
lar Money  Talks  radio  program  have 
been  reprinted  in  a softcover  book. 


awards  and  two  DuPont  and  Colum- 
bia University  awards,  and  has  re- 
ceived three  awards  from  the  Nu- 
mismatic Literary  Guild. 

To  order  the  book  for  $12.95 
(plus  $2  shipping  and  handling), 
contact  the  ANA  MoneyMarket  and 
request  item  #BK  ANAIO. 


Wholesale  Specialty 

MEDALLIONS 


We  are  the  official  distri- 
butor for  all  U.S.  sports 
medallions,  including  the 
NFL,  NBA,  NHL, 

Major  League  Baseball 
and  NASCAR. 

We  are  also  official 
distributors  for  the 
Disney  series,  Panda 
and  specialty  items 
(anniversaries, 
birthdays,  etc.). 

Call  us  for  our  catalog  of  over  300  items. 


PNG  254 


Mountain  High  Coins 
&.  Collectibles 
“1841” 


MICHAEL  A.  GRAHAM 

185  S.E.  3rd  St.  • Bend,  OR  97702 
1-503-385-7113  • FAX  503-385-7133 


Custom  Minting-  Got  a client  who  needs  a cu.stom 
minting  job?  We  offer  high-quality  custom  minting  in  gold, 
.silver  or  bronze.  Just  call  for  quotes. 


THE  CANADIAN 
NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL 

An  illustrated  monthly  journal  for  those  interested  in  Canadian  coins, 
medals,  tokens  and  paper  money, 
sent  to  all  members  of 

THE  CANADIAN 
NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 

organized  1950,  incorporated  1963 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  apply  for  membership. 

All  dues  are  in  U.S.  dollars 
Classes  for  membership  include: 

Regular 

Applicants  18  years  of  age  and  older ....  $30.00 
Junior 

Applicants  under  18  years  of  age $15.00 

Family 

Husband,  wife  and  children  under  18  years  of 
age  still  living  at  home.  One  journal  only.  List 
names  and  dates  of  birth  $40.00 

Corporate 

Clubs,  societies,  libraries  and  other  non-profit 
organizations $30.00 

write  to 

THE  CANADIAN 
NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  226 

Barrie,  Ontario,  Canada  L4M  4T2 
Phone  705/737-0845  • Fax:  705/737-0293 
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Collection  Protection 
Available  to  Members 

An  enrollment  period  for  the  ANA 
“All-Risk”  Coin  Collection  Insur- 
ance Plan  now  is  open.  ANA  mem- 
bers can  protect  their  valuable  coin 
collections  for  their  full  value  if  they 
normally  are  kept  in  a bank  vault  or 
safe-deposit  box.  Up  to  $25,000  can 
be  removed  at  any  time  without  los- 
ing protection.  Coverage  up  to 
$25,000  also  is  available  if  the  coin 
collection  is  kept  elsewhere. 

The  ANA  plan  offers  low-cost 
comprehensive  insurance  coverage 
with  no  deductible,  at  rates  members 
can’t  get  on  most  homeowner’s  in- 
surance policies.  Under  this  “All 
Risk”  protection,  coin  collections 


are  covered  everywhere — at  the 
bank,  home  or  office,  or  while  on  ex- 
hibit. Coins  are  protected  from  loss 
or  damage  due  to  theft,  water,  van- 
dalism, lightning,  fire  and  other  nat- 
ural hazards. 

For  information,  contact  the 
ana’s  group  insurance  administra- 
tor, Albert  H.  Wohlers  & Co.,  1440 
N.  Northwest  Hwy.,  Park  Ridge,  IL 
60068-1400,  telephone  toll  free  800/ 
503-9230  or  E-mail  cusv@ahw.com. 

Summer  Conference 
Uses  Successful  Formula 

The  ana’s  Annual  Summer  Con- 
ference has  been  described  as  “the 
best  week  in  the  hobby”  for  good 
reason.  The  ingredients  for  an  un- 


forgettable experience  all  add  up: 
top-notch  instructors;  comprehen- 
sive classes;  hands-on  learning;  and 
personal  contact  and  camaraderie. 
Scheduled  for  July  12-18,  the  ANA’s 
29th  Annual  Summer  Conference 
offers  30  courses  led  by  hobby  ex- 
perts. Returning  this  year  are: 

• “Advanced  U.S.  Coin  Grading” 
(Leonard  Albrecht,  Mark  Feld  & Keith 
Love) 

• “America’s  Money,  America’s  Story” 
(Richard  Doty) 

• “Ancient  Roman  Coinage”  (David 
Vagi  & Kerry  Wetterstrom) 

• “The  Art  of  Engraving”  (Virginia 
Janssen) 

• “Byzantine  Coins”  (Chris  Connell) 

• “Coin  Photography”  (Tom  Mulvaney 
& Astrid  Gracy) 


Coin  Collector's  European  Connection: 

MUENZEN  UND  MEDAILLEN  AG  BASEL/Switzerland 

Large  stock  of  ancient  and  European  coins 
Monthly  illustrated  price  lists  on  request 
Public  Auction  Sales 
Appraisals  / Want  lists  filled 

Serving  the  serious  collector  for  50  years! 

P.O.  Box  3647  Malzgasse  25  CH-4002  Basle/Switzerland 
Phone:  0041  61  272  75  44  Fax:  0041  61  272  75  14 
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• “Coins  of  the  Ancient  World”  (Robert 
Hoge) 

• “Coins  of  the  Bible”  (David  Hendin  & 
Bill  Rosenblum) 

• “Detection  of  Counterfeit  & Altered 
Coins”  (J.P.  Martin) 

• “Flying  Eagle,  Indian  Head  & Lincoln 
Cents”  (Virg  Marshall  & Rick  Snow) 

• “The  Modern  Minting  Process  & 
How  Errors  & Varieties  Are  Created” 
(J.T.  Stanton) 

• “Successful  Coin  Club  Management” 
(Will  Jordan) 

• “2,001  Years  of  British  Coinage”  (Ar- 
thur M.  Eitts) 

• “U.S.  Bust  & Liberty  Seated  Coinage” 
(Larry  Briggs  & Brian  Greer) 

• “U.S.  Coin  Grading”  (Don  Bonser, 
Tom  Hallenbeck,  Lew  Larson,  Dan 
Ratner  & Mary  Sauvain) 

• “U.S.  Commemoratives”  (Anthony 
Swiatek) 


• “U.S.  Tokens”  (David  Schenkman) 

Thirteen  new  courses  have  been 

added  to  the  1997  Summer  Confer- 
ence lineup: 

• “Ancient  Up  to  20th-Century  Chinese 
Coinage”  (George  Fisher) 

• “The  Coin  Collector’s  Survival  Super- 
course” (Mike  Fuljenz  & Scott  Travers) 

• “Coins  of  Spanish  Colonial  Mexico” 
(Richard  Long) 

• “Coins  of  the  Middle  Ages”  (Allen 
Berman) 

• “Collecting  & Investing  in  Morgan 
Dollar  Varieties”  (Michael  Fey  & Jeff 
Oxman) 

• “Computers  as  a Numismatic  Tool: 
Internet  Basics  & Beginning  Web 
Page  Publishing”  (Susie  Nulty) 

• “Die  Varieties  of  Late-Date  Indian 
Cents— The  Next  Step”  (Douglas  Hill) 

• “Gold,  Silver,  Platinum  & Palladium: 


The  ABCs  to  the  XYZs”  (Margaret 
Olsen) 

• “Identifying  Colonial  Coinage”  (Chris 
Young) 

• “Numismatic  Literature  & Research” 
(Charles  Davis) 

• “Obsolete  Bank  Notes  & Scrip”  (Roger 
Durand) 

• “Russian  Imperial  Coinage”  (Jim 
Elmen) 

• “Secrets  of  United  States  Coins: 
Things  You  Don’t  Know — Yet!” 
(David  Lange) 

Optional  tours  include  trips  to  the 
Denver  Mint,  the  top  of  Pikes  Peak 
(via  cog  rail),  Cripple  Creek  (a  his- 
toric mining  district  with  small- 
stakes  gambling),  Garden  of  the 
Gods  park,  Royal  Gorge,  and  Major 
League  Baseball  (Colorado  Rockies 
vs.  Los  Angeles  Dodgers). 


THE  KING  OF  CASH  WANTS  YOUR  SILVER! 

SPECTRUM  WANTS  TO  BUY 
GEM  ORIGINAL  PROOF  SETS 

Spectrum  Numismatics  International  needs  to  spend  millions  of  dollars  each  month  to  satisfy 
the  needs  of  their  silver-hungry  clients.  The  King  of  Cash  is  willing  to  pay  whatever  it  takes 
to  satisfy  its  clients  and  acquire  the  silver  coins  they  need.  Everybody  says  they  pay  top  dollar, 
but  the  King  of  Cash  will  show  you  exactly  how  much  he’s  willing  to  pay! 


The  King  of  Cash  wants  to  buy  Proof  Sets.  Spectrum  is  interested  in  complete  proof  set  col- 
lections or  individual  sets.  Check  the  prices  below: 


Pre  1892  $6,000  and  up 

1893-1894  $5,000  and  up 

1895  $15,000  and  up 


1896-1904  $4, 500  and  up 

1936  $3,250  and  up 

1937  $2, 200  and  up 


“How  to  Cash  In” 

It’s  Easy  to  Do  Business  with  the  King  of  Cash 

Spectrum  needs  to  buy  massive  quantities  of  coins!  If  you  want  to  get  the  maximum  amount  possible  for 
your  coins,  all  you  have  to  do  is  pick  up  the  phone  any  weekday  between  9:00  am  and  5:00  pm  California  time 
and  call  the  Spectrum  cash  line  714-955-1250  collect.  Ask  for  Greg  or  Thad  and  tell  them  you  have  coins  for 
sale.  TELL  THEM  YOU  WANT  TO  TALK  TO  THE  KING  OF  CASH. 


Spectrum 

Horn*  A 0ftht  King  ofSim  A 94her  Imporlmnt  Rariti** 

NUMISMATICS  INTI 


P.O.  Box  18523  • Irvine,  CA  92623 
714/955-1250  • FAX  714/955-1824 
FACTS  #B04 


Greg  Roberts 
Thad  Olson 
Richard  Melamed 
Paul  Nugget 
Kerry  Piert>pan 
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Classes  fill  quickly,  so  register 
now  for  a week  of  numismatics  at 
ANA  headquarters  and  the  campus 
of  adjacent  Colorado  College.  (A 
committee  will  select  five  applicants 
for  the  “Art  of  Engraving”  class, 
which  teaches  artists  the  sculpting 
and  engraving  processes  used  to  cre- 
ate coins  and  medals.)  Tuition, 
meals  and  lodging  (in  a college 
dormitory)  is  just  $449  for  members 
(double  occupancy);  tuition  and 
meals  is  $399  for  members;  tui- 
tion only  is  $299  for  members. 
Lodging  and  meals  for  spouse  or 
children  is  $299  each.  Pager  rental 
and  dorm-room  telephones  are 
available  for  a nominal  weekly  fee. 
For  information,  contact  the  Educa- 
tion Department. 


Nominations  on  the  Rise 
for  ANA  Election 

With  the  ana’s  upcoming  election 
of  officers,  nominations  have  begun 
to  arrive  and  candidates  have  started 
to  prepare  their  campaign  strategies. 
The  offices  that  will  be  vacated  in 
1997  because  of  the  expiring  terms 
of  incumbents,  and  to  which  new 
officers  must  be  elected,  are  the 
presidency,  vice  presidency  and  all 
seven  governors’  seats. 

At  press  time,  the  following  indi- 
viduals had  received  the  required 
five  club  and  five  individual  nomina- 
tions. Only  those  nominating  organ- 
izations whose  ANA  membership 
was  current  at  the  time  of  the  nomi- 
nation are  noted. 


For  President  and  Member  of  the 
Board  of  Governors: 

ANTHONY  SWIATEK 

Manhasset,  New'  York 

Nominating  Organizations:  Detroit  Coin 
Club,  Ft.  Lauderdale  Coin  Club,  Glendale 
Coin  Club,  Gold  Coast  Coin  Club,  Grosse 
Pointe  Numismatic  Society,  Israel  Numismatic 
Society/Israel  Coin  Club  of  Los  Angeles, 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society,  Society  for 
U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  South  Shore 
Coin  Club 

For  Vice  President  and  Member  of 
the  Board  of  Governors: 
ARTKAGIN 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  Colorado 
Springs  Coin  Club,  Covina  Coin  Club,  Daniel 
Boone  Coin  Club,  Empire  State  Numismatic 
Association,  Israel  Numismatic  Society  of 


Dealers  in  High  Quality 
Rare  U.S.  Coins 

Coin  of  the  Month 

1828  IOC 

Large  Date  PCGS  64  PQ 
Very  Rare!  One  of  three  UNCS  graded  at 
PCGS  (63  and  the  Eliasberg  66) 

White  with  light  peripheral  toning. 

$12,500. 


Summit  Rare  Coins 

6125  Blue  Circle  Drive 
Minnetonka,  MN  55343 

612/933-0668 


FAX:  612/933-9089 


WORLD  COINS 


We  have  been  top  buyers  for 
better  coins  of  the  world  for  the 
past  23  years.  Buying  gold, 
crowns,  minors,  as  well  as  modern 
issues  (Franklin  Mint,  Royal  Mint, 
etc.).  Before  you  sell,  contact  us  for 
a fair  offer.  We  have  bourse  tables 
at  most  major  U.S.  coin  shows,  as 
well  as  Europe  and  the  Far  East. 

K.M.  Froseth,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  23116 
Minneapolis,  MN  55423 
Phone:  612-831-9550 
FAX:  612-835-3903 

Life  Member:  ANA  994,  CNA  137,  GENA  85 
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Long  Island,  Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Long 
Island  Coin  Club,  Memphis  Coin  Club,  Nu- 
mismatists of  Wisconsin,  Ogden  Coin  Club, 
Omaha  Coin  Club,  Oswego  County  Numis- 
matic Association,  San  Diego  County  Inter- 
Club  Numismatic  Council 

SCOTT  TRAVERS 

New  York,  New  York 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  American  Israel 
Numismatic  Association,  Anchorage  Coin  Club, 
Bowie  Coin  Club,  Camelback  Collectibles  Club, 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society,  Charleston 
Coin  Club,  Cincinnati  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion, College  City  Coin  Club,  Colonial  Coin 
Club,  Coopers  Cave  Coin  Club,  Coos  County 
Coin  Club,  Covina  Coin  Club,  Daniel  Boone 
Coin  Club,  De  Kalb  County  Coin  Club,  Dela- 
ware County  Coin  Club,  Delta  Coin  Club,  De- 
troit Coin  Club,  Diablo  Numismatic  Society, 
Dodge  City  Coin  Club,  Downriver  Numis- 
matic Association,  Eastlake  Coin  Club,  Empire 
State  Numismatic  Association,  Eureka  Coin 
Club,  Eremont  Coin  Club,  Eriendly  Coin  Club, 
Et.  Lauderdale  Coin  Club,  Glass  Center  Coin 
Club,  Gold  Coast  Coin  Club,  Greater  Daytona 
Beach  Coin  Club,  Greater  New  Bedford  Coin 
Club,  Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic  Society,  Hunt- 
ington Coin  Club,  International  Association  of 
Silver  Art  Collectors,  Israel  Numismatic  Society/ 
Israel  Coin  Club  of  Los  Angeles,  Israel  Numis- 
matic Society  of  Long  Island,  Lake  County 
Coin  Club,  Latin  American  Paper  Money  Soci- 
ety, Lebanon  Valley  Coin  Club,  Lincoln  Coin 
Club,  Lockport  Coin  & Stamp  Club,  Logans- 
port  Coin  Club,  Long  Island  Coin  Club,  Los 


Angeles  Coin  Club,  Low  Country  Coin  Club, 
Ludington  Coin  Club,  Massapequa  Coin  Club, 
Meadville  Coin  Club,  Milwaukee  Numismatic 
Society,  Mohawk  Valley  Coin  Club,  Mont- 
gomery County  Coin  Club,  Muncie  Coin  & 
Stamp  Club,  New  England  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation, Northern  California  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation, Oak  Forest  Coin  Club,  Oceanside- 
Carlsbad  Coin  Club,  Ogden  Coin  Club,  Oswego 
County  Numismatic  Association,  Paper  Money 
Collectors  of  Michigan,  Peninsula  Coin  Club, 
Philippine  Numismatic  & Antiquarian  Society, 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Quad  Cities 
Coin  Club,  Redwood  Empire  Coin  Club,  Reno 
Coin  Club,  San  Bernardino  County  Coin  Club, 
Santa  Ana  Coin  Club,  Santa  Barbara  Coin  Club, 
Sarasota  Coin  Club,  Society  for  U.S.  Com- 
memorative Coins,  Solano  Silver  Round  Club, 
South  Shore  Coin  Club,  Stanislaus  County  Coin 
Club,  Sun  City  West  Coin  & Stamp  Club,  Sus- 
sex County  Coin  Club,  Tucson  Coin  Club,  Up- 
land Coin  Club,  Vallejo  Numismatic  Society, 
Westchester  County  Coin  Club,  Youngstown 
Numismatic  Club 

For  Member  of  the 
Board  of  Governors: 

H.  ROBERT  CAMPBELL 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Nominating  Organizations:  Anchorage  Coin 
Club,  Arkansas  Numismatic  Society,  Beaumont 
Coin  Club,  Big  Island  Coin  Club,  Camelback 
Collectibles  Club,  Central  States  Numismatic 
Society,  Charleston  Coin  Club,  Collectors 
Club  of  Boston,  Colonial  Coin  Club,  Coopers 
Cave  Coin  Club,  Cross  States  Numismatic  As- 


sociation, Currency  Club  of  New  England, 
Daniel  Boone  Coin  Club,  Dayton-Kettering 
Coin  Club,  De  Kalb  County  Coin  Club, 

Dodge  City  Coin  Club,  Downriver  Numis- 
matic Association,  Eastlake  Coin  Club,  Empire 
State  Numismatic  Association,  Flint  Flying  Ea- 
gle Coin  Club,  Glendale  Coin  Club,  Greater 
Daytona  Beach  Coin  Club,  Greater  New  Bed- 
ford Coin  Club,  Hanover  Numismatic  Society, 
Heartland  Coin  Club,  Inland  Empire  Coin 
Club,  Israel  Numismatic  Society/Israel  Coin 
Club  of  Los  Angeles,  Israel  Numismatic  Soci- 
ety of  Long  Island,  Kankakee  Coin,  Stamp  & 
Sport  Card  Club,  Lake  County  Coin  Club, 
Latin  American  Paper  Money  Society,  Leb- 
anon Valley  Coin  Club,  Lithuanian  Numis- 
matic Association,  Litton  Coin  Club,  Lockport 
Coin  & Stamp  Club,  Long  Island  Coin  Club, 
Los  Angeles  Coin  Club,  Love  Token  Society, 
Main  Line  Coin  Club,  Manhattan  Coin  Club, 
Massapequa  Coin  Club,  Meadville  Coin  Club, 
McDonnell  Douglas  Coin  & Stamp  Club, 
Mid-Valley  Coin  Club,  Alilwaukee  Numis- 
matic Society,  Muncie  Coin  & Stamp  Club, 
New  Hampshire  Numismatic  Association, 
Ogden  Coin  Club,  Oswego  County  Numis- 
matic Association,  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic 
Society,  Philadelphia  Coin  Club,  Philippine 
Numismatic  & Antiquarian  Society,  Putnam 
Coin  Club,  Santa  Ana  Coin  Club,  Silsbee  Coin 
Club,  Silver  Sand  Coin  Club,  South  Shore 
Coin  Club,  Sun  City  West  Coin  & Stamp 
Club,  Sussex  County  Coin  Club,  Token  & 
Medal  Society,  Trenton  Numismatic  Club, 
Tucson  Coin  Club,  Valparaiso  Coin  Club, 
Wabash  Valley  Coin  Club,  West  Valley  Coin 
Club,  Youngstown  Numismatic  Club 


GIVE  THE  GIFT  OF  A LIFETIME 

If  numismatics  has  brought  pleasure  to  you  in  your  lifetime, 
why  not  share  your  enjoyment  by  passing  it  on  to  future  generations? 

Gifts  to  the  ANA  can  help  you  achieve  this  goal  and, 
at  the  same  time,  benefit  your  overall  estate  planning. 
Consult  your  lawyer  or  financial  advisor 
to  see  how  your  wishes  can  best  be  fulfilled. 

Act  now,  and  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  you  can 
benefit  numismatics  as  much  as  this  great  hobby  has  benefited  you! 
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HELEN  CARMODY 

Huntington  Beach,  California 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominaring  Organizations:  American  Israel 
Numismatic  Association,  Anchorage  Coin 
Club,  Arkansas  Numismatic  Society,  Beaumont 
Coin  Club,  Big  Island  Coin  Club,  Bowie  Coin 
Club,  California  Exonumist  Society,  Camel- 
back  Collectibles  Club,  Casino  Chip  & Gam- 
ing Token  Collectors  Club,  Central  States  Nu- 
mismatic Society,  Charleston  Coin  Club, 

Chula  Vista  Coin  Club,  Cincinnati  Numis- 
matic Association,  Club  of  Illinois  Numisma- 
tists, Collectors  Club  of  Boston,  College  City 
Coin  Club,  Colonial  Coin  Club,  Colorado 
Professional  Numismatic  Association,  Col- 
orado Springs  Coin  Club,  Coopers  Cave  Coin 
Club,  Coos  County  Coin  Club,  Cross  States 
Numismatic  Association,  Currency  Club  of 
New  England,  Daniel  Boone  Coin  Club,  Day- 
ton-Kettering  Area  Coin  Club,  Delta  Coin 
Club  of  Stockton  (CA),  Diablo  Numismatic 
Society,  Denver  Coin  Club,  Dodge  City  Coin 
Club,  Downriver  Numismatic  Association, 
Eastlake  Coin  Club,  Detroit  Coin  Club,  Em- 
pire State  Numismatic  Association,  Eairfield 
Coin  Club,  Eremont  Coin  Club,  Eoundation 
for  Numismatic  Education,  Et.  Lauderdale 
Coin  Club,  Garden  Grove  Coin  Club,  Gate- 
way Coin  Club,  Glendale  Coin  Club,  Gold 
Coast  Coin  Club,  Greensboro  Coin  Club, 
Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic  Society,  Guam 
Coin  Club,  Hartford  Numismatic  Society, 
Hawaii  State  Numismatic  Association,  Heart- 
land Coin  Club,  Honolulu  Coin  Club,  Hunt- 
ington Coin  Club,  Inland  Empire  Coin  Club, 
Israel  Numismatic  Society/Israel  Coin  Club  of 
Los  Angeles,  Jacksonville  Coin  Club,  Kalama- 
zoo Numismatic  Club,  Keokuk  Coin  Club, 

Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Lakeland  Coin  Club, 
Latin  American  Paper  Money  Society, 

Lebanon  Valley  Coin  Club,  Leisure  World 
Coin  Club,  Los  Angeles  Coin  Club,  Lincoln 
Coin  Club,  Long  Beach  Coin  Club,  Lower 
Cape  Pear  Coin  Club,  Ludington  Coin  Club, 
Marion  Coin  Club,  Massapequa  Coin  Club, 
Memphis  Coin  Club,  Meridian  Coin  Club, 
Mid-Valley  Coin  Club,  Military  Coin  Club, 
Mississippi  Numismatic  Association,  Muncie 
Coin  & Stamp  Club,  New  England  Numis- 
matic Association,  Northern  California  Numis- 
matic Association,  Numismatic  Association  of 
Southern  California,  Numismatists  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Oak  Forest  Coin  Club,  Oceanside-Carls- 
bad  Coin  Club,  Ogden  Coin  Club,  Old  Fort 
Coin  Club,  Omaha  Coin  Club,  Orange  Coast 


Coin  Club,  Orange  County  Coin  Club,  Os- 
wego County  Numismatic  Association,  Pacific 
Coast  Numismatic  Society,  Peninsula  Coin 
Club,  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Putnam 
Coin  Club,  Redwood  Empire  Coin  Club,  Reno 
Coin  Club,  Rocket  City  Coin  Club,  Sacramento 
Valley  Coin  Club,  San  Diego  County  Inter- 
Club  Numismatic  Council,  San  Diego  Numis- 
matic Society,  San  Francisco  Coin  Club,  Santa 
Ana  Coin  Club,  Santa  Barbara  Coin  Club, 
Searcy  Coin  Club,  Silsbee  Coin  Club,  Society  of 
Paper  Money  Collectors,  Society  of  Philatelists 
& Numismatists,  Society  for  U.S.  Commemora- 
tive Coins,  Solano  Silver  Round  Club,  South 
Shore  Coin  Club,  Stanislaus  County  Coin  Club, 
Sun  City  West  Coin  & Stamp  Club,  Tennessee 
State  Numismatic  Society,  Society  of  Doubled 
Die  Collectors  of  America,  Tucson  Coin  Club, 
Upland  Coin  Club,  Vallejo  Numismatic  Society, 
Valparaiso  Coin  Club,  Willamette  Coin  Club, 
West  Valley  Coin  Club 

BRIAN  E.  FANTON 

Hiawatha,  Iowa 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society,  College  City  Coin  Club, 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society,  Omaha  Coin 
Club,  Quad  Cities  Coin  Club,  South  Shore 
Coin  Club 

THOMAS  HALLENBECK 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

Nominating  Organizations:  Arkansas  Valley 
Coin  Club,  Colorado  Springs  Coin  Club,  Col- 
orado Springs  Numismatic  Society,  Colorado- 
Wyoming  Numismatic  Association,  Denver 
Coin  Club,  Indiana  State  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion, Old  Fort  Coin  Club,  Pikes  Peak  Adventure 
League,  Society  of  Ration  Token  Collectors 

WILLIAM  H.  HORTON  JR. 

Keyport,  New  Jersey 

Nominating  Organizations:  Currency  Club 
of  New  England,  Daniel  Boone  Coin  Club, 
Delaware  County  Coin  Club,  Empire  State 
Numismatic  Association,  Great  Eastern  Nu- 
mismatic Association,  Israel  Numismatic  Soci- 
ety of  Long  Island,  Lake  County  Coin  Club, 
Long  Island  Coin  Club,  Professional  Numis- 
matists Guild,  Roxbury  Coin  Club 

KAY  EDGERTON  LENKER 

San  Diego,  California 

Nominating  Organizations:  California  Exon- 


umist Society,  Chula  Vista  Coin  Club,  Detroit 
Coin  Club,  Glendale  Coin  Club,  Grosse  Pointe 
Numismatic  Society,  Heartland  Coin  Club, 
Military  Coin  Club,  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic 
Society,  Redlands  Coin  Club,  San  Diego 
County  Inter-Club  Numismatic  Council,  San 
Diego  Numismatic  Society,  Stanislaus  County 
Coin  Club 

GARY  E.  LEWIS 

Cape  Coral,  Florida 

Nominating  Organizations:  Cape  Coral  Coin 
Club,  Detroit  Coin  Club,  Ft.  Lauderdale  Coin 
Club,  Fort  Myers  Coin  Club,  Gold  Coast  Coin 
Club,  Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic  Society 

WILL  ROSSMAN 

Dallas,  Texas 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  Arkansas  Numis- 
matic Society,  Bowie  Coin  Club,  Camelback 
Collectibles  Club,  Champaign-Urbana  Coin 
Club,  Charleston  Coin  Club,  Colorado  Springs 
Coin  Club,  Colorado-Wyoming  Numismatic 
Association,  Coopers  Cave  Coin  Club,  Covina 
Coin  Club,  Cross  States  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion, Currency  Club  of  New  England,  Dayton- 
Kettering  Coin  Club,  De  Kalb  County  Coin 
Club,  Detroit  Coin  Club,  Grosse  Pointe  Nu- 
mismatic Society,  Guam  Coin  Club,  Heartland 
Coin  Club,  Huntington  Coin  Club,  Israel  Nu- 
mismatic Society/Israel  Coin  Club  of  Los  An- 
geles, Israel  Numismatic  Society  of  Michigan, 
Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Latin  American  Pa- 
per Money  Society,  Lebanon  Valley  Coin 
Club,  Los  Angeles  Coin  Club,  Low  Country 
Coin  Club,  Lower  Cape  Fear  Coin  Club, 
McDonnell  Douglas  Coin  & Stamp,  Milwau- 
kee Numismatic  Society,  Mount  Vernon 
Numismatic  Society,  Oak  Forest  Coin  Club, 
Ogden  Coin  Club,  Oswego  County  Numis- 
matic Association,  Pierre  Coin  & Stamp  Club, 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Pumam 
Coin  Club,  Reno  Coin  Club,  San  Diego 
County  Inter-Club  Numismatic  Council, 
Shreveport  Coin  Club,  Society’  for  U.S.  Com- 
memorative Coins,  Totem  Coin  Club, 
Youngstown  Numismatic  Club,  West  Valley- 
Coin  Club 

JOHN  WILSON 

Alilwaukee,  W^isconsin 
Nomination  Accepted 

Nominating  Organizations:  Anchorage  Coin 
Club,  Bowie  Coin  Club,  Camelback  Col- 
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lecdbles  Club,  Casino  Chip  & Gaming  Token 
Collectors  Club,  Central  States  Numismatic 
Society,  Champaign-Urbana  Coin  Club, 
Chicago  Coin  Club,  Cincinnati  Numismatic 
Association,  Civil  War  Token  Society,  College 
City  Coin  Club,  Columbus  Numismatic  Soci- 
ety/COINS,  Crescent  City  Coin  Club,  Cur- 
rency Club  of  New  England,  Daniel  Boone 
Coin  Club,  Dedicated  Wooden  Money  Collec- 
tors, Detroit  Coin  Club,  Exhibitors  Interna- 


tional, Elint  Elpng  Eagle  Coin  Club,  Friendly 
Coin  Club,  Ft.  Lauderdale  Coin  Club,  Gold 
Coast  Coin  Club,  Grosse  Pointe  Numismatic 
Society,  Illinois  Numismatic  Association,  Indi- 
anapolis Coin  Club,  International  Association 
of  Silver  Art  Collectors,  Israel  Numismatic  So- 
ciety of  Long  Island,  Jacksonville  Coin  Club, 
Lake  County  Coin  Club,  Lincoln  Coin  Club, 
Logansport  Coin  Club,  Oak  Forest  Coin  Club, 
Alarion  Coin  Club,  Memphis  Coin  Club, 


Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society,  Milwau- 
kee Numismatic  Society,  Oswego  County  Nu- 
mismatic Association,  Paper  Money  Collectors 
of  Michigan,  Professional  Currency  Dealers 
Association,  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors,  South 
Shore  Coin  Club,  Treasure  Coast  Coin  Club, 
Vallejo  Numismatic  Society,  Wahoo  Coin 
Club,  Waukesha  Coin  Club,  West  Valley 
Coin  Club 


DONATIONS 

Listed  belou'  are  contributwns  for  the  month  of  January  1 997.  Please  note  that  your  donation  may  have  been  received,  but  due  to  processing  and  publishing  deadlines, 
your  name  may  not  appear  in  the  ammt  listing.  Please  look  for  your  name  in  forthcoming  issues.  For  tax  purposes,  your  canceled  check  may  serve  as  a receipt  for  cash 
contributions  less  than  $2  SO.  All  donors  contributing  in  excess  of  this  amount  will  he  issued  a receipt. 


CASH  ($1,000.00+) 

Daniel  J.  O’Brien 

John  W.  Galuchie 

William  Watt 

Jonathan  Kern 

Olusegun  O.  Oluwole 

Frank  L.  Greer 

T.  Willett 

Neil  Osina 

Michael  Hrizukjr. 

James  P.  Wollak 

CASH  ($500.00+) 

Bradford  W.  Otto 

George  M.  LaFIamme 

Dolphin  Coins 

Thomas  B.  Phillips 

Andrea  Lijoi 

MATERIAL 

Maryland  State  Numismatic 

Donald  K.  Pond 

Paul  Lindenberger 

(no  stated  value) 

Association 

Richard  H.  Ponterio 

William  Litt 

April  L.  Bradshaw 

George  S.  Rehder  Jr. 

Walter  H.  Lorshbough 

Larry  Briggs 

CASH  ($100.00+) 

Peter  J.  Romano 

Earl  M.  Lowenstein 

Polly  Dodson 

John  T.  Abbott 

George  (Skip)  Rowley 

Gary  K.  Lundberg 

Glenn  H.  Firestone 

John  S.  Babalis 

Charles  H.  Schlee 

Scott  J.  Manke 

Nick  Gluschenko 

Nicholas  Cunningham 

William  R.  Sieck 

Mark  K.  MeWherter 

Kenneth  L.  Hallenbeck 

Richard  P.  Eidswick 

George  H.  Smith 

Barbara  C.  Murphy 

James  D.  Hildbold 

Arthur  M.  Fitts  III 

James  F.  Sunderland 

Steve  Newcomer 

Michael  Hoffman 

Robert  F.  Fritsch 

Anthony  Taraszka 

Richard  J.  Reinhardt 

Robert  M.  Kirkhufflll 

Jay  M.  Gal  St 

John  N.  Tesensky 

Robert  H.  Siewert 

Chas.  K.  Mervine 

Ronald  J.  Gillio 

Scott  LawTcnce  Tilson 

John  Skubie 

Curtis  D.  Radford 

Terrt'  D.  fohnson 

Gar  Travis 

Fred  S.  Smith 

Joe  Sande 

Alfred  Lehman 

Karl  Vandervoort 

Steven  D.  Squires 

Neil  Shafer 

Harold  N.  Lenker 

Robert  E.  Yoss 

James  O.  Sweeney 

M.L.  Sheldon 

Edwin  Leventhal 

Anson  Blake  I’hacher 

Jay  A.  Slover 

Samuel  Lopresto 

CASH  ($25.00+) 

George  E.  Tillson 

William  F'.  Spengler 

M & M World  Trav'el  Service 

Helen  L.  Abels 

Robert  M.  Tritschler 

David  D.  Spilker 

J.  Roy  Pennell  Jr. 

George  C.  Akins 

Robert  J.  Riethe 

Fred  D.  Archer 

Robert  W.  Shippee 

Arthur  Bahr 

Grady  C.  Truitt 

A1  Baldauf 

Thank  You! 

Donald  A.  Bauder 

CASH  ($50.00+) 

Stephen  A.  Bernard 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  would  like  to 

Joseph  J.  Adamski 

Nicola  Bibbo  Jr. 

thank  the  thousands  of  enthusiastic  members  and 

Bruce  B.  Bartholow 

David  L.  Bowers 

first-time  contributors  who  responded  to  the  .ANA’s 

Jeffrey  P.  Bergelt 

B.F.  Brekke 

recent  appeal  for  support  of  its  programs.  Because  of 

Debbi  Davis  Fstes 

VV’in  Callender 

space  limitations, 

only  those  members  who  donated 

Steve  Estes 

William  S.  Clark 

$25  or  more  can  be  listed.  However,  the  .\N.A  is 

Kent  Froseth 

John  R.  Davis 

David  B Dibrell 

grateful  for  the  generous  support  of  all  our  members. 

.Andrew  B.  Kutz 

David  Dier 

without  whom  our  hobby  could  not  flourish. 

Ji.  ■j)h  R.  Lasser 

Richard  W.  Doughty’ 

William  Ira  Miller 

(i.  Herbert  Foutz 
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CALENDAR 

OF  EVENTS 


Calendar  listings  are  published  as  a service  to 
member  clubs  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association.  Entries  must  be  received  at  least 
eight  weeks  prior  to  the  cover  date  of  the 
magazine  and  preferably  as  much  as  four 
months  in  advance  so  announcements  can 
appear  in  several  consecutive  issues.  Type  or 
pTi?it  information  and  send  to  Calendar  of 
Events,  818  North  Cascade  Avenue,  Col- 
orado Springs,  CO  80903-3279  or  fax 
119/634-4085.  Receipt  of  show  notices  is  ac- 
knowledged by  post  card;  if  you  do  not  receive 
confirmation  of  your  listing,  contact  the  Pub- 
lications Department. 

EAST 

APRIL 

6 ALBANY,  NY.  Polish  Community 
Center,  Washington  Ave.  Extension. 
Capital  District  Coin  Dealers  Association 
Coin  Show.  J.F.  Marcelli,  28  Locust  Ave., 
Troy,  NY  12180,  telephone  518/274-4216. 

11-13  WHITE  PLAINS,  NY. 

Westchester  County  Center,  Bronx  River 
Pkwy.,  Tarrytown  Rd.  & Central  Ave. 
Westchester  Coin,  Paper  Money  & 

Stamp  Show  (WESPNEX)  hosted  by  the 
V\Tiite  Plains  Coin  Club  & Westchester 
County  Coin  Club.  Earl  H.  Peltin,  P.O. 
Box  122,  Eastchester,  NY  10709,  tele- 
phone 914/961-3305. 

1 2 ANNAPOLIS,  MD.  West  Annap- 
olis Fire  Dept,  (near  Annapolis  Mall). 
Coin  Show  sponsored  by  the  Colonial 
Coin  Club.  Hank  Schab,  c/o  CCC,  P.O. 
Box  884,  Annapolis,  MD  21404. 

1 3 GLENS  FALLS,  NY.  Queensbury 
VFW  Post  # 6196,  Luzerne  Rd.  & Rich- 
ardson St.  Coopers  Cave  Coin  Club  1 8th 
Annual  Coin  & Stamp  Show.  Gerald 
Snow,  Box  2286,  Ft.  Ann,  NY  12827, 
telephone  518/639-8949. 


ANA  EVENTS 


April  20-26  National  Coin  Week  (Theme:  “The  Changing  Face  of  Aloney”). 
Contact  Education  Department. 

July  12-18  COLORADO  SPRINGS,  CO.  The  Colorado  College.  29th  Annual 
Summer  Conference.  Contact  Education  Department. 

July  30-August  3 NEW  YORK,  NY.  New  York  Marriott  Marquis  Hotel,  1535 
Broadway.  American  Numismatic  Association  106th  Anniversary  Convention. 
Contact  Convention  Department. 

August  14-17  BALTIMORE,  MD.  Baltimore  Convention  Center,  1 W.  Pratt  St. 
Atlantic  Rarities  Coin  Exposition  conducted  by  the  Maryland  State  Numismatic 
Association  and  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Tom  Palmer,  c/o  MSNA, 
P.O.  Box  6533,  Baltimore,  MD  21219,  telephone  703/351-8409,  fax  703/351-8410, 
or  ANA  Convention  Department. 

March  19-21,  1998  CINCINNATI,  OH.  Cincinnati  Convention  Center.  ANA 
National  Money  Show  sponsored  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Con- 
tact Convention  Department. 


NATIONAL/REGIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS  & EVENTS 


April  6 MATTOON,  IL.  Ramada  Inn,  E.  Rt.  16  & 1-57  ( V2  mi.  W.  of  1-57,  Exit 
190).  Illinois  Numismatic  Association  Spring  Coin  Show.  M.D.  Shepherd,  P.O. 
Box  143,  Mattoon,  IL  61938. 

April  11-13  INDIANAPOLIS,  IN.  Indiana  Convention  Center.  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society  58th  Anniversary  Convention  & Coin  Show.  Marvin  Meri- 
cle,  1928  Dominion  Dr.,  Ft.  Wayne,  IN  46815,  telephone  219/749-2539. 

April  26-27  OMAHA,  NE.  Holiday  Inn,  Ford  Hall,  1-80  & 72nd  St.  42nd  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association,  hosted  by  the  Omaha 
Coin  Club.  OCC,  P.O.  Box  1003,  Omaha,  NE  68101-1003,  telephone  Ralph 
Reeves,  402/393-4143,  or  Steven  C.  Drake,  402/571-5421. 

May  9-11  MONROEVILLE,  PA.  Pittsburgh  ExpoMart,  Rt.  22,  Exit  6,  Pennsyl- 
vania Tpk.  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  2nd  Spring  Show. 
John  Paul  Sarosi,  P.O.  Box  729,  106  Market  St.,  Johnstown,  PA  15907,  telephone 
814/535-5766. 

May  18  KENOSHA,  WI.  Kenosha  Union  Club,  3030  39th  Ave.  (V2  mi.  N.  of 
Hwy.  142).  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  37th  Annual  Convention  hosted  by  the 
Kenosha  Coin  Club.  Jerry  Binsfeld,  P.O.  Box  191,  Pleasant  Prairie,  V\T  53158, 
telephone  414/843-2321  (daytime)  or  414/654-6272  (evening). 

June  20-22  MEMPHIS,  TN.  Cook  Convention  Center,  255  N.  Main  St.  Memphis 
Coin  Club  21st  Annual  International  Paper  Money  Show.  Mike  Crabb,  Box  17871, 
Memphis,  TN  38187-0871,  telephone  901/754-6118  (after  6 p.m.). 


13  WEST  SPRINGFIELD,  MA. 
Dante  Club,  Baldwin  St.  Semi-Annual 
Coin  Show  sponsored  by  the  West 
Springfield  Coin  Club.  Peter  Sedan,  P.O. 
Box  104,  West  Springfield,  MA  01089. 

19-20  LaVALE,  MD.  La  Vale  Fire 

Hall  #1,  423  National  Hwy.  (U.S.  Rt.  40, 
3 mi.  W.  of  Cumberland).  Western 
Maryland  Coin  Club  Coin  Show.  George 


Waingold,  1260  V'ocke  Rd.,  La  Vale,  MD 
21502-7716. 

19-20  SALEM,  VA.  American  Le- 
gion, 710  Apperson  Dr.  Salem  Coin 
Club  Spring  Coin  Show.  Emmett  Yonce, 
2040  Roanoke  Rd.,  Daleville,  VA  24083, 
telephone  540/992-5331. 

20  Sm^CUSE,  NT.  Ramada  Inn, 
1305  Buckley  Rd.  Coin  Show  conducted 
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by  the  Onondaga  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. Edmund  J.  Wlodarski,  8026  Trina 
Cir.  W.,  Clay,  NY  13041-9159,  tele- 
phone 315/699-3711. 

MAY 

3 MASSAPEQUA,  NY.  Presbyterian 
Community  Hall,  150  Pittsburgh  Ave. 
(off  Broadway).  Massapequa  Coin  Club 
Annual  Coin  Show  & Sale.  MCC,  P.O. 
Box  56,  Massapequa  Park,  NY  11762. 

4 ALBANY,  NY.  Polish  Community 
Center,  Washington  Ave.  Extension. 
Capital  District  Coin  Dealers  Association 
Coin  Show.  J.E.  Marcelli,  28  Locust  Ave., 
Troy,  NY  12180,  telephone  518/274-4216. 

17-18  CHAMBERSBURG,  PA.  Hol- 
iday Inn,  Exit  5, 1-81.  37th  Annual  Coin 
Show  sponsored  by  the  Friendly  Coin 


Club.  Fitz  Shelton  Jr.,  225  Brumbaugh 
Ave.,  Chambersburg,  PA  17201-2805,  tele- 
phone 717/264-8855. 

1 8 SYRACUSE,  NY.  Ramada  Inn, 

1305  Buckley  Rd.  Coin  Show  conducted 
by  the  Onondaga  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. Edmund  J.  Wlodarski,  8026  Trina 
Cir.  W.,  Clay,  NY  13041-9159,  tele- 
phone 3 1 5/699-3  7 1 1 . 

3 1 LANCASTER,  PA.  Farm  & Home 
Center,  Arcadia  Rd.  (off  Rt.  72,  Manheim 
Pike).  Red  Rose  Coin  Club  7th  Annual 
Spring  Coin  Show.  Bourse  Chairman  Phil 
Machonis,  do  RRCC,  P.O.  Box  621,  Lan- 
caster, PA  17608,  telephone  717/656-4475. 

JUNE 

1 ALBANY,  NY.  Polish  Community 
Center,  Washington  Ave.  Extension. 


Capital  District  Coin  Dealers  Association 
Coin  Show.  J.E.  Marcelli,  28  Locust  Ave., 
Troy,  NY  12180,  telephone  518/274-4216. 

22  SYRACUSE,  NY.  Ramada  Inn, 

1305  Buckley  Rd.  Coin  Show  conducted 
by  the  Onondaga  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. Edmund  J.  Wlodarski,  8026  Trina 
Cir.  W.,  Clay,  NY  13041-9159,  tele- 
phone 3 1 5/699-3  7 1 1 . 

SOUTH 

APRIL 

6 HOLLYWOOD,  EL.  Hollywood 
Rotary  Club,  2349  Taylor  St.  (E.  of  1-95, 
off  Hollywood  Blvd.,  N.  on  24th  Ave.). 
Gold  Coast  Coin  Club  Coin,  Stamp  & 
Collectibles  Show.  GCCC,  P.O.  Box 
910,  Hollywood,  EL  33022. 


name 
in  numismatics. 

Coins  appraised,  auctioned, 
bought  and  sold 

SEND  FOR  YOUR  FREE  COPY  OF 
THE  RARCOA  COED  SHEET 

RARE  COIN  COMPANY 
OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

6262  South  Route  83 
Willowbrook,  Illinois  60514 
Phone  708-654-2580 
FAX;  708-654-3556 


E.  Milas,  Pres.  LM  632 


MEMBER 

ANA 


Before  you  sell  contact 
Harold  B.  Weitz 

For  a fair, 

honest  offer,  contact 

HAROLD  B.  WEITZ,  INC. 

We  are  always  interested  in  large 
collections,  small  collections,  and 
individual  numismatic  rarities.  United 
States  or  foreign.  We  are  full-time 
PCGS,  ANACS,  and  NGC  dealers. 
ANA  lifetime  members,  PNG. 

Harold  B.  Weitz,  Inc. 

6315  Forbes  Ave.,  Maxon  Towers  Suite,  208 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15217 

412-521-1879 

1-800-245-4807  FAX  412-521-1750 
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20  FT.  LAUDERDALE,  EL.  Coral 
Ridge  Mall,  3200  N.  Eederal  Hwy. 

(@  Oakland  Park  Blvd.).  Eort  Lauderdale 
Coin  Club  Coin  & Stamp  Show.  E.O. 
Smith,  c/o  FLCC,  P.O.  Box  22102,  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  FL  33335-2102,  telephone 
954/791-6198. 

MAY 

1 1 HOLLYWOOD,  FL.  Hollywood 
Rotary  Club,  2349  Taylor  St.  (E.  of  1-95, 
off  Hollywood  Blvd.,  N.  on  24th  Ave.). 
Gold  Coast  Coin  Club  Coin,  Stamp  & 
Collectibles  Show.  GCCC,  P.O.  Box 
910,  Hollywood,  PL  33022. 

1 8 PT.  LAUDERDALE,  PL.  Coral 
Ridge  Mall,  3200  N.  Federal  Hwy. 

(@  Oakland  Park  Blvd.).  Fort  Lauderdale 
Coin  Club  Coin  & Stamp  Show.  E.O. 
Smith,  c/o  PLCC,  P.O.  Box  22102, 


Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33335-2102,  tele- 
phone 954/791-6198. 

JUNE 

1 HOLLYM^OOD,  FL.  Hollywood 
Rotary  Club,  2349  Taylor  St.  (E.  of  1-95, 
off  Hollywood  Blvd.,  N.  on  24th  Ave.). 
Gold  Coast  Coin  Club  Coin,  Stamp  & 
Collectibles  Show.  GCCC,  P.O.  Box 
910,  Hollywood,  EL  33022. 

1 VICKSBURG,  MS.  Park  Inn  Interna- 
tional, Prontage  Rd.  (just  off  1-20).  Vicks- 
burg Coin  & Collectible  Show.  Cason 
Schafer,  107  Eastview  Dr.  Vicksburg,  MS 
39180,  telephone  601/638-1195. 

1 5 PT.  LAUDERDALE,  PL.  Coral 
Ridge  Mall,  3200  N.  Federal  Hwy. 

(@  Oakland  Park  Blvd.).  Fort  Lauder- 
dale Coin  Club  Coin  & Stamp  Show. 
E.O.  Smith,  c/o  FLCC,  P.O.  Box 


22102,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33335-2102, 
telephone  954/791-6198. 

CENTRAL 

APRIL 

6 INDIANAPOLIS,  IN.  Wayne  Town- 
ship Fire  Station,  5401  W.  Washington 
St.  Spring  Firehouse  Show  sponsored  by 
the  Indianapolis  Coin  Club.  Dave  Reid, 
1690  S.  900  E.,  Zionsville,  IN  46077, 
telephone  317/769-6564. 

6 AIILAN,  IL.  Milan  Community  Cen- 
ter, Camden  Park,  U.S.  Rt.  67.  Quad  City 
Coin  Club  Annual  Spring  Show.  John 
Brixey,  c/o  QCCC,  P.O.  Box  332,  Mo- 
line, IL  61266,  telephone  309/788-8726. 

6 OWATONNA,  MN.  Ramada  Inn, 
1-35  & Hwy.  14.  Owatonna  Area  Coin  & 
Stamp  Show  held  by  the  Owatonna  Coin 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  NUMISMATIC  DEALERS 

AND  AUCTIONEERS 

Established  1666 


Whether  bu3dng  or  selling,  Spink  offers  a highly  experienced  professional  service. 

Specialist  dealers  in  Ancient,  Medieval,  British  and  World  Coins,  Banknotes,  Bullion  and  Books. 
Spink  holds  regular  numismatic  auctions  in  London,  Hong  Kong,  Singapore  and  New  York. 


21  JUNE  1997 

Coins,  Medals  & Banknotes 
Mandarin  Oriental  Hotel,  Singapore 

9 JULY  1997 

English  & Foreign  Coins  & Commemorative  Medals 
London,  Sale  120 


S I N K 

SPINK  & SON  LTD.,  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST.  JAMES’S,  LONDON  SWIY  6QS 
TEL:  0171-930-7888  FAX:  0171-839-4853  TELEX:  916711 
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& Stamp  Club.  Chairman  Dave  DifFen- 
dorfer,  2657  S.E.  54th  Ave.,  Owatonna, 
MN  55060,  telephone  507/451-1079. 

6 ROYAL  OAK,  MI.  Royal  Oak  Senior 
Community  Center,  3500  Marais  (E.  of 
Crooks  between  13  and  14  Mile  Rds.). 
Royal  Oak  Coin  Club  Spring  Show.  John 
Vredenburg,  c/o  ROCC,  P.O.  Box  445, 
Royal  Oak,  MI  48068,  telephone  810/ 
541-8317. 

19-20  SPRINGEIELD,  MO.  Uni- 
versity Plaza  Trade  Center  (Upper 
Level),  625  E.  St.  Louis  St.  Ozarks  Coin 
Club  Coin  & Collectors  Show.  Karen 
Pritchett,  c/o  OCC,  P.O.  Box  3913, 
Springfield,  MO  65808,  telephone 
417/865-9262  (after  noon). 

2 7 MUNDELEIN,  IL.  Holiday  Inn, 
Rts.  45  & 83.  32nd  Annual  Coin  Show 


sponsored  by  the  Mundelein  Coin  Club. 
Show  Chairman  Dale  Grimm,  P.O.  Box 
725,  Mundelein,  IL  60060,  telephone 
847/223-3154. 

MAY 

4 GREEN  BAY,  WI.  Rock  Garden/ 
Comfort  Suites,  1951  Bond  St.  Annual 
Spring  Coin  Show  presented  by  the 
Nicolet  Coin  Club.  Roger  Bohn,  1345 
Ponderosa  Ave.,  Green  Bay,  WI  54313, 
telephone  414/499-7035. 

JUNE 

8 RICE  LAKE,  WI.  Senior  Citizen’s 
Center,  12  W.  Humbird  St.  Coin  Show 
sponsored  by  the  Barron  County  Coin 
Club.  Bourse  Chairman  Sue  Peterson, 

1 19  E.  Ereeman  St.,  Rice  Lake,  WI  54868. 


WEST 

APRIL 

12-13  CARMICHAEL,  CA.  La 

Sierra  Community  Center,  5325  Engle 
Rd.  15  th  Annual  Spring  Coin  Show  con- 
ducted by  the  Sacramento  Valley  Coin 
Club.  Bourse  Chairman  David  Herr, 

P.O.  Box  160122,  Sacramento,  CA 
95816,  telephone  916/885-9050. 

13  SCOTTSDALE,  AZ.  Elks  Lodge 
(by  the  Buttes),  6398  E.  Oak  St.  Camel- 
back  Collectibles  Club  Coin,  Stamp,  Sports 
Card  & Collectibles  Show.  Show  Chair- 
man Bob  Phelan,  P.O.  Box  15005,  Phoenix, 
AZ  85060,  telephone  602/990-1007. 

19-20  BELLINGHAM,  WA.  Best 

Western  Lakeway  Inn,  714  Lakeway  Dr. 
Bellingham  Coin  & Stamp  Show  con- 


QUALITY 

COPPER 

COINS 


JACK  H.  BEYMER 

737  Coddingtown  Center 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95401 
(707)  544-1621 


^ Currency  Collector's  Asst 


The  Currency  Collector's  Assistant  ($79.95) 
is  a comprehensive  program  for  manag- 
ing a paper  money  collection.  It  includes 
a complete  database  of  all  US  paper 
money  based  on  Friedberg's  14th  edi- 
tion Paoer  Monev  of  the  US.  It  includes  a 
$10  off  coupon  for  greensheet  values 
from  COM. 

• over  40  information  fields  per  item  with  picture  support 

• group  currency  into  collections  as  desired 

• flexible  report  generator — user  controlled  sorts,  selects 
and  formats  (also  Labels  & Index  card  formats) 

• suitable  for  World  currency  collectors 

• collector  & investor  modes  of  tracking  purchase  info 

• comprehensive  storage  and  insurance  tracking 

• User  Manual,  context-sensitive  help  and  interactive  guide 

8t  Currency  Pack — $94.90 


SPECIAL  OFFER 


Orders — Phone  800-219-0257  if  paying  by  Credit  card 
or  mail  to;  Carlisle  Development  Corp.,  P.O.  Box  291, 
Carlisle,  MA  01741.  Add  $4.95  SS;t1.  (MA  residents  add  5% 
sales  tax).  Requuires  Windows™  3. 1 or  95. 

30  day  unconditional  return  privilege 
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ducted  by  the  Bellingham  Coin  Club.  Dan 
Forgues,  3815  Del  Bonita  Wy.,  Belling- 
ham, WA  98226,  telephone  360/671-0853. 

20  COVINA,  CA.  Joslyn  Center,  815 
N.  Barranca.  Covina  Coin  Club  36th 
Annual  Coin-O-Rama.  General  Chair- 
man Lloyd  Niesley,  c/o  CCC,  P.O.  Box 
1746,  Upland,  CA  91785,  telephone 
818/336-7350. 

MAY 

11  SCOTTSDALE,  AZ.  Elks  Lodge 
(by  the  Buttes),  6398  E.  Oak  St.  Camel- 
back  Collectibles  Club  Coin,  Stamp,  Sports 
Card  & Collectibles  Show.  Show  Chair- 
man Bob  Phelan,  P.O.  Box  15005,  Phoe- 
nix, AZ  85060,  telephone  602/990-1007. 

JUNE 

' 8 SCOTTSDALE,  AZ.  Elks  Lodge  (by 
the  Buttes),  6398  E.  Oak  St.  Camelback 
Collectibles  Club  Coin,  Stamp,  Sports 
Card  & Collectibles  Show.  Show  Chair- 
man Bob  Phelan,  P.O.  Box  15005,  Phoe- 
nix, AZ  85060,  telephone  602/990-1007. 

20-22  PRESCOTT,  AZ.  Ponderosa 
Plaza,  1316  Iron  Springs  Rd.  23rd  An- 
nual Prescott  Coin  Show.  Bourse  Chair- 
man Michael  Wolf,  P.O.  Box  233,  Dewey, 
AZ  86327,  telephone  520/772-7144. 

29  VALLEJO,  CA.  Dan  Foley  Cultural 
Center,  Dan  Foley  Park,  Tuolumne  St. 
(@  end  N.  Camino  Alto).  Vallejo  Coin 
Club  25th  Annual  Coin  & Collectibles 
Show.  Stan  Turrini,  P.O.  Box  4281, 
Vallejo,  CA  94590,  telephone  707/453- 
6277  or  707/453-6937  (weekdays  only). 

GERMANY 

MAY 

1 8 HEIDELBERG.  Elementary 
School,  Patrick  Henry  Village  (Autobahn 
Frankfurt-Karlsruhe,  Schwetzingen 
Exit).  Coin  Show  sponsored  by  the  Hei- 
delberg Coin  & Stamp  Club.  Harley  G. 
Miller,  Im  Kreuz  18,  74906  Wollenberg, 
Germany,  telephone  0049-6268-555. 


“To  D or  not  to  D?”  That  was  the 
question  at  the  February  meeting  of 
California’s  Redlands  Coin  Club, 
where  members  presented  talks  and 
displays  of  numismatic  items  begin- 
ning with  the  letter  “D”  (such  as 
daler,  ducat  or  dinar),  or  originating 
from  a “D”  country  (such  as  Dji- 
bouti, Deutschland  or  Denmark). 
The  club  meets  the  second  Tuesday 
of  each  month  at  7 p.m.  at  the  A.K. 
Smiley  Library,  125  West  Vine 
Street,  in  Redlands. 

Featuring  105  tables  and  attract- 
ing nearly  800  visitors,  the  San 
Bernardino  County  Coin  Club’s 
(SBCCC)  34th  Annual  Coin  and 
Collectibles  Show,  held  January  5, 
was  the  California  group’s  most  suc- 
cessful event  in  recent  years.  Coin 
Collecting  Starter  Kits  produced  by 
the  United  States  Mint  were  distrib- 
uted free  to  visitors,  and  the  ANA 
video  Money:  History  in  Your  Hands 
was  shown  hourly.  Says  William  J. 
Grant,  the  show’s  general  chairman, 
“Dealers  seem  to  have  been  well 
pleased  and  satisfied  with  the  club’s 
effort  to  have  the  best  one-day  show 
in  Southern  California.” 

To  commemorate  the  event,  the 
SBCCC  issued  the  12th  in  its  series 
of  medals  paying  tribute  to  historical 
subjects  and  club  milestones.  The 
1997  issue — stuck  in  .999  fine  silver, 
golden  bronze,  oxidized  bronze, 
bright  aluminum  and  bright  cop- 
per— notes  the  200th  anniversary  of 
the  U.S.S.  Constitution.  A five-medal 
set,  containing  a specimen  in  each 
metal,  is  available  for  $27  postpaid. 
Single  medals  can  be  purchased  for 
$2.50  each  postpaid  (not  available  in 


silver).  Direct  medal  orders  to  Mer- 
lin Lenhert,  Medal  Chairman,  P.O. 
Box  1746,  Upland,  CA  91785-1746. 

Each  year  members  of  the  Greater 
Houston  Coin  Club  (GHCC)  in 
Texas  vie  for  the  group’s  coveted 
A.V.  Montgomery  Club  Award  by 
participating  in  hobby  activities 
and  GHCC  programs.  Fulfillment 
of  various  requirements — such  as  ex- 
hibiting (at  meetings,  shows  or  local 
institutions),  recruiting  new  mem- 
bers (for  the  GHCC  or  ANA)  or 
serving  as  a club  officer — earns 
points  toward  the  award,  which 
is  presented  at  the  club’s  annual 
banquet.  For  more  information 
about  the  club’s  activities,  write  to 
GHCC,  P.O.  Box  2963,  Houston, 
TX  77252-2963. 


The  34th  Annual  Coin  and  Collectibles 
Show  sponsored  by  California’s  San 
Bernardino  County  Coin  Club  is  noted 
on  a commemorative  medal  picturing 
the  U.S.S.  Constitution. 
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This  note  from  The  Bank  of  Chicago  is  one  of  six  pictured  on  a commemorative 
card  issued  by  the  Chicago  Coin  Club. 


The  Chicago  Coin  Club  held  its 
February  15  meeting  in  conjunction 
with  the  3rd  Annual  Chicago  Paper 
Money  Exposition  in  Rosemont,  Illi- 
nois. To  mark  the  occasion,  the  club 


issued  200  serially  numbered,  anno- 
tated “reproduction  cards,”  picturing 
six  obsolete  notes  from  The  Bank  of 
Chicago.  While  supplies  last,  cards 
can  be  purchased  for  $12  each  from 


the  Chicago  Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box 
2301,  Chicago,  IL  60606. 

Women  in  Numismatics  (WIN) 
has  awarded  a scholarship  to  the 
ana’s  1997  Summer  Conference  in 
Colorado  Springs  to  Debbie  Davis 
Estes.  Selected  at  random  from  a 
group  of  eight,  qualifying  entrants  in 
a WIN  essay  contest,  Estes  will  re- 
ceive free  tuition,  room  and  board  at 
the  week-long  seminar  (July  12-18), 
plus  round-trip  air  transportation.  • 


Make  sure  your  club’s  next 
show  gets  the  ATTENTION 
it  deserves!  List  it  in 
“Calendar  of  Events” 
in  The  Numismatist. 


investments/  inc. 

P-O-  JSox  2662f 

Justin,  yjC 

WE  ARE  BUYING: 

Rare  Date  Gold, 

Silver  dollar  rolls  and  bags, 
Pioneer  gold  and 
Patterns. 

It  will  pay  you  to  contact 
CASEY  NOXON  AT: 

?12/14?-45fO 

Casey  Noxon  LM  2586 

LMTNA,  FUN.  CSNA  3 

and  most  major  G&WMflJNllTBn] 

numismatic  organizations 
Member  ICTA 


THE  OTHER  SIDE 
OF  THE  COIN 

American  Heritage  Minting,  Inc.  is  well 
known  for  English  coins.  But  we  are  also 
extremely  knowledgeable  and  active  in  the 
U.S.  market  as  well.  If  you  want  accurately 
graded  copper,  silver,  and  U.S.  gold  coins 
at  reasonable  prices,  send  us  your  want  list. 
Or,  contact  our  President,  WILLIAM  P. 
PAUL,  for  an  individual  consultation. 

AMEDICAN  HEDITAGE 
MINTING.  ING. 

BENJAMIN  FOX  PAVILION  • SUITE  510  • P.O  BOX  1008 

JENKINTOWN,  PA  ♦(215)  57b-7272 
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As  ONE  OF  our  current  cir- 
culating coin  types,  the  Jef- 
ferson nickel  doesn’t  receive 
a lot  of  publicity  and  seldom  is  the 
focus  of  numismatic  articles.  Also, 
there  are  no  rarities  within  this  long 
series,  as  the  practice  of  saving  uncir- 
culated rolls  of  each  new  date/mint 
combination  was  firmly  established 
when  the  Jefferson  type  was  intro- 
duced in  1938.  That’s  not  to  say, 
however,  that  these  coins  offer  noth- 
ing to  collect.  There  are  countless 
interesting  varieties,  such  as  the 
overdate  1943/2-P  and  several  over- 
mintmarks  (1954-S/D  and  others), 
and  a wide  variety  of  error  types. 
Collectors  find  the  regular  sequence 
of  date/mint  issues  appealing  because 
a mint-state  collection  can  be  com- 
pleted at  reasonable  cost. 

Grading  Jefferson  nickels  is  an  ac- 
tivity limited  mostly  to  mint-state 
coins,  as  only  a few  dates  carry  pre- 
miums in  circulated  condition.  Nu- 
mismatic Guaranty  Corporation 
(NGC)  receives  far  more  of  these 
coins  than  readers  would  suspect. 
This  is  particularly  true  since  NGC 
began  certifying  Jefferson  nickels  for 
full  steps  several  months  ago  (more 
about  this  later). 

It  seems  that  nickels  from  the 
1930s  and  ’40s  are  more  likely  to 
have  survived  in  high  grades  than 
those  coined  during  the  1950s  and 
’60s,  at  least  in  relation  to  the  num- 
bers saved.  Gems  of  those  coined 
since  1968  are  plentiful  from  the 
Mint’s  annual  uncirculated  sets  sold 
to  collectors,  though  fewer  rolls  were 
set  aside.  The  earlier  dates  seem  to 
have  been  made  with  more  care  and 
appear  to  have  suffered  less  tumbling 
about  at  the  mints  and  during  ship- 


ment to  banks  than  those  from  the 
mid  years  of  this  series.  Early  Jeffer- 
son nickels  also  are  more  likely  to  be 


found  well  struck  than  are  later  dates 
through  the  ’60s.  Most  mint-state 
Jeffersons  are  highly  lustrous,  and 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  coins  of  the 
1940s  and  early  ’50s  are  sometimes 
quite  prooflike  from  repolished  dies. 

When  arriving  at  a grade  for  a Jef- 
ferson nickel,  graders  consider  its 
luster  (very  important);  the  number 
and  location  of  contact  marks  (also 
critical);  toning,  if  any  (of  lesser  im- 
portance); and,  finally,  sharpness  of 
strike  (perhaps  least  important).  An 
intangible  quality,  one  often  voiced 
by  experienced  collectors  and  deal- 
ers, is  “eye  appeal.”  Difficult  to  de- 
fine in  words,  it  combines  all  of  the 
above  elements  and  is  vital  in  evalu- 
ating modern  coins,  as  many  look 
alike  on  first  inspection. 

Since  choice  and  gem  examples  of 
all  dates  are  plentiful,  Jefferson 
nickel  enthusiasts  have  seized  on  an- 
other feature  of  the  coin’s  design  to 
separate  superior  pieces  from  less  de- 
sirable ones.  Collectors  have  long 
noted  that  not  all  the  steps  of  Monti- 
cello  (Jefferson’s  home  depicted  on 
the  reverse)  are  visible  on  most  coins. 
Tbe  frequency  of  full  steps  varies 


from  one  date  to  the  next,  but  there 
are  some  familiar  patterns.  A date 
such  as  1940-D  is  often  seen  with  full 
steps,  while  a 1960-D  nickel  is  quite 
rare  in  this  condition,  though  aver- 
age examples  were  widely  hoarded  in 
mint  state.  It  is  nearly  impossible  to 
complete  a collection  in  which  every 
coin  displays  a full  complement  of 
steps  from  one  side  of  the  stainv^ay  to 
the  other,  but  plenty  of  cherrypickers 
still  try. 

To  receive  the  designation  Full 
Steps  (FS)  following  its  numerical 
grade,  a Jefferson  nickel  certified  by 
Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation 
must  show  at  least  five  complete 
steps  (there  are  six  in  all).  This  is  a 
widely  accepted  definition  for  full- 
step  status,  one  NGC  considered 
carefully  when  it  began  designating 
this  feature  last  August.  The  pres- 
ence of  full  steps  on  a nickel  does  not 
affect  its  numerical  grade  at  all,  and 
gems  can  exist  both  with  and  without 
this  additional  asset. 

Numerous  modifications  have 
been  made  to  the  master  hubs  of  the 
Jefferson  nickel,  perhaps  the  most 
obvious  occurring  in  1971  to  both 
obverse  and  reverse.  WTile  not  a big 
issue  in  grading,  these  changes  affect 
the  overall  relief  of  the  coins  and  can 
affect  their  quality  of  strike  and  lus- 
ter, as  well  as  their  susceptibility  to 
contact  marks.  • 


ANA  Collector  Seri' ices  acts  as  a sulnttission 
center  for  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corpora- 
tion (NGC).  Look  for  .submission  foi-ms  in 
this  issue,  or  contact  ANA  Collector  Services, 
SIS  North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  S()903-3279;  telephone  toll- 
fi-ee  S()0/467-5725;  fax  71 9/634-40S5;  or 
E-mail  anamus@money.  org. 
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Collectors  More  Cognizant  of  Coin  Care 


ONE  OF  THE  most  satisfying 
developments  in  the  coin- 
collecting hobby  of  late  is 
the  increased  awareness  of  numis- 
matic preservation.  New  collectors 
want  to  know  how  to  care  for  and 
store  their  coins,  a concern  that  in 
years  past  was  uncommon  even 
among  seasoned  numismatists.  (For 
example,  a former  owner  of  one  of 
the  five  known  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickels  regularly  carried  it  in  his 
pocket  to  show  to  others,  often  with 
minimal  or  no  protection!) 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  care  for 
your  coins,  tomorrow’s  generation 
of  collectors  will  have  more  quality 
specimens  to  collect  and  enjoy. 


Q:  My  question  seems  to  have  a 
wide  variety  of  answers,  all  of  which 
could  be  correct! 


THE 

COLLECTOR’S 


BY  DON  BONSER 


I started  collecting  coins  at  the 
age  of  7 and  was  mostly  a “junkbox 
collector.”  I looked  through  jars  of 
Indian  Head  cents  to  fill  up  holes  in 


my  cardboard  folders.  As  I became 
slightly  more  advanced,  I expanded 
to  Franklin  halves.  All  these  coins 
were  put  into  the  usual,  blue  card- 
board folders. 

I left  the  hobby  for  a few  years 
and  just  recently  have  regained  an 
astounding  amount  of  interest  in 
my  collection.  I became  worried 
that  my  coins  were  in  the  incorrect 
holders,  so  I inquired  about  what 
kind  of  storage  I should  use.  I re- 
searched many  books,  and  all  had  a 
different  answer. 

Some  stated  that  the  cardboard 
folders  were  just  fine.  Others  said 
that  the  sulfur  in  them  destroys 
coins  and  recommended  2 x 2 -inch 


U.S.  GOLD  SPECIALISTS 


MAJOR  IMPORTER 
AND  MARKETMAKER 
IN  ALL  U.S.  GOLD 
COINS,  IN  ALL  GRADES 
CERTIFIED  OR  RAW. 


SILVER  DOLLARS: 
SINGLES,  ROLLS,  BAGS. 


• NUMISMATIC 
INVESTMENTS, 
INFORMATION  AND 
COUNSELING  FOR  THE 
INVESTOR  OR 
ADVANCED 
COLLECTOR. 
ATTENDANCE  AT  ALL 
MAJOR  COIN  SHOWS 


NUMISMATIC  EMPORIUM,  INC. 


BRAD  BOHNERT 


"U.S.  Gold  Specialists' 
15165  Ventura  Blvd.,  Suite  240 
Sherman  Oaks,  California  91403 
Fax:  (818)  981-2621 
(818)  981-2723 


BRAD  RODGERS 


440 


T H E S U .M  I S M 7'  / \ / • .1  I’  R I 1.  / V V 7 


cardboard  holders  as  an  alternative. 
Yet  others  said  that  even  the  “2  x 2s” 
are  harmful,  and  that  the  hard,  plas- 
tic snap-together  holders  of  the  same 
size  are  best. 

After  all  that  confusion,  I asked 
some  people  who  were  up-to-date 
on  the  subject.  One  prominent  nu- 
mismatist said  that  the  best  method 
of  storage  is  a “slab”  [an  encapsu- 
lated product  offered  by  third-party 
grading  services];  if  that  is  not  feasi- 
ble, the  hard,  plastic  snap-together 
holders  are  a safe  bet. 

I broadcast  my  question  to  collec- 
tors through  various  on-line  com- 
puter networks,  and  the  spectrum  of 
answers  was  quite  wide.  Some  even 
said  that  the  snap-together  holders 
are  unsafe  and  that  only  plastic  coin 
capsules  (Kointains^'^)  should  be 
used.  Wow! 


So  now  I am  asking  you.  Can  you 
recommend  an  inexpensive  but  pro- 
tective holder? 

— M.B.,  via  Internet 

A.  Congratulations  on  your  foresight 
and  your  renewed  interest  in  numis- 
matics. It  does  not  surprise  me  that 
you  received  a variety  of  answers  to 
your  query,  because  there  are  many 
ways  to  safely  store  coins. 

The  blue  cardboard  folders  and 
2 X 2 -inch  cardboard  holders  are  fine 
for  low-value,  circulated  coins,  but 
they  do  put  coins  of  higher  grade  at 
risk.  The  folders  often  contain  sulfur 
(used  in  processing  the  paper),  which 
can  cause  coins  to  tarnish  (or  oxi- 
dize) over  time.  The  mylar  windows 
in  2 X 2 -inch  holders  are  inert,  but 
specks  of  paper  on  the  windows  can 
cause  spots  of  oxidation  to  develop. 


A large — and  sometimes  confusing — 
variety  of  holders  is  available  for  stor- 
ing and  protecting  coins.  Low-value, 
circulated  specimens  can  be  stored  in 
cardboard  holders  or  mylar  flips.  More 
secure  methods  should  be  considered 
for  pieces  of  higher  value. 


MINI  SLAB 
COIN  HOLDERS 

Cat#  “CAPS”  case 
Size:  2”  x 3” 
Imprinted  in  gold 
Two  free  labels 
for  your  identification 
Colors:  Black  or  White 
Please  state  coin  size 
Coins  are  not  included 

Internet  Catalog: 
http://www.capitalplastics.com 


CapitaF  manufactures 
many  different  holders 
and  displays  for 
coins,  currency, 
cards,  stamps,  etc. 
Send  $1  for  Catalog 
Capital  Collectors  Plastics 
PC  Box  543ANA 
Massillon,  Ohio  44648-0543 


METAL  SAFE*^ 

KOINTAIN^ 

SAFLIP* 


Museum-Quality 
Coin  Storage  Products 
For  Collectors 

SINCE  1950 

Please  send  SASE 
for  our  price  list 

E & T Kointainer  Co. 
P.O.  Box  4128K 
Sidney,  OH  45365 
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I Member  Price:  only  $10.95!  I 


Call  the  ANA  MoneyMarket 
toll-free  at  1-800-367-9723 


Also,  the  windows  are  subject  to 
tears  and  pinholes,  which  expose 
part  of  a coin’s  surface  directly  to  the 
atmosphere.  (A  note  of  caution: 
when  using  a stapler  to  secure  a coin 
in  a 2 X 2 -inch  holder,  keep  the  sta- 
ples well  away  from  the  coin.  Also, 
always  press  down  the  ends  of  the 
staples,  as  the  sharp  points  can  tear 
the  mylar  windows  on  other  holders 
or  even  scratch  adjacent  coins). 

Slabs  and  custom  holders  are  ex- 
cellent choices,  but  somewhat  ex- 
pensive. Less  costly  alternatives  are 
the  plastic  snap-together  holders  and 
Kointains^”^.  Should  you  choose 
Kointains,  I recommend  placing 
them  inside  a 2 x 2 -inch  holder  or 
mylar  flip.  Be  advised  that  mylar 
flips  are  brittle,  crack  easily,  and 
have  been  known  to  scratch  unpro- 
tected coins. 


Q:  I was  reading  your  column  in  the 
November  1996  issue,  in  which  you 
suggested  using  a soft,  fine  brush  to 
clean  dust  from  the  mylar  windows 
of  cardboard  holders  (“Know  Your 
‘2  X 2s,’”  p.  1392).  I have  always  used 
canned,  compressed  air,  the  same 
that  can  be  used  to  clean  a keyboard. 
Since  I have  never  seen  this  method 
recommended,  I am  concerned  that 
there  may  be  a contaminant  in  the 
canned  air  that  will  hurt  my  coins. 
Should  I be  concerned? 
i — Mr.  M.,  via  Internet 

A:  To  my  knowledge,  most  com- 
pressed air  is  exactly  that — air.  How- 
ever, read  the  can  and  accompanying 
literature  to  make  sure  the  product 
uses  no  propellants,  which  could  in- 
crease the  risk  of  oxidation  or  com- 
promise the  holder’s  integrity.  • 


ANA 

Authenticates 

Coins 

Write  or  Call: 
ANAAB 

818  N.  Cascade  Ave. 
Colorado  Spgs.,  CO  80903 
Phone:  719-632-2646 
Fax:  719-634-4085 


NORTHEAST  NUMISMATICS,  INC. 
ACTIVE  BUYER  AND  SELLER  OE  ALL 
BETTER  UNITED  STATES  COINS 

Collectors,  Dealers  and  Investors  have  been  dealing  with 
Northeast  Numismatics,  Inc.  for  the  more  than  30  continuous 
years  we  have  been  in  business. 

If  you  are  buying,  we  have  an  inventory  of  several  hundred 
NGC,  PCGS  and  ANACS  coins  that  changes  daily.  For  a free  list 
and  to  receive  a periodic  listing  of  our  current  inventory,  we 
request  your  address  or  fax  number.  We  also  service  want  lists 
on  an  aggressive  basis. 


If  you  are  selling,  we  would  like  to  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  your  material.  It  does  not  need  to  be  certified.  Single 
coins  or  complete  collections,  we  will  buy  it  all! 


With  a high  percentage  of  our  business  being  with  other  dealers, 
doesn't  it  make  sense  to  deal  with  Northeast  Numismatics,  Inc. 
directly?  We  invite  you  to  see  us  at  major  shows,  call,  fax  or 
write  us  today.  Authorized  dealer  in  all  major  grading  ser\’ices. 


10  Concord  Crossing,  Suite  220 
Concord,  MA  01742 
508-369-9155 
508-369-9619  (Fax) 


Thomj.-i 
Cjldwell 
ANA  LM  #1318 
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What  Are  Your  Coins  Worth? 


The  Greysheet 

(as  the  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  is  often  called)  has  been 
the  standard  wholesale  pricing-guide  of  the  coin  industry 
since  1963.  It  is  an  up-to-date  reporting  of  dealer-to-dealer 
Bid/ Ask  prices  on  rare  coins,  from  the  earliest  through  the 
most  recent  issues.  For  34  years  we  have  given  our  subscrib- 
ers the  most  comprehensive  and  unbiased  report  on  the 
entire  coin  market,  with  all  the  facts  necessary  to  make 
informed  buying  and  selling  decisions.  The  CDN  is 
published  weekly  to  enable  you  to  keep  pace 
with  often  dramatically  changing  price  lev- 


els.  Plus,  your  subscription  in- 
cludes FREE  Monthly  and  Quar- 
terly supplements.  All  coin  deal- 
ers have  discovered  how  invalu- 
able the  "Greysheet"  is. 

The  Bluesheet 
The  same  independent,  unbi- 
ased professionalism  that  has 
brought  you  the  Greysheet 
for  34  years,  brings  you  the 
ultimate  price  guide  for  the  cer- 
tified coin  market.  The  Certified  Coin 
Dealer  newsletter  reports  the  highest  known 
Bids  of  actively  traded  PCGS,  NGC,  ANACS, 

NCI,  PCI  & INS  coins.  The  CCDn  brings  you 
an  intensive  look  at  the  certified  coin  market 
and  the  variables  in  price  structure  among  the 
industry's  leading  grading  services.  As  an  extra  bonus  for 
subscribers,  the  "Bluesheet"  now  incorporates  the 
CCDn  ASKSHEET,  reporting  monthly  on  Low- 
est Asks  or  Last  Trades.  Now  you  have 
all  the  information  you  need  to  make 
informed  buying  and  selling  decisions. 

The  Greensheet 

The  Currency  Dealer  Newsletter  covers 
dealer-to-dealer  Bid/Ask  prices  on  U.S.  frac- 
tional currency,  large  size  U.S.  notes,  small 
size  U.S.  notes,  uncut  sheets,  small  size  cur- 
rency as  well  as  in-depth  articles  and  analyses. 

This  monthly  publication  is  the  only  up-to-date 
pricing  guide  available  in  today's  ever-changing 

Paper  Money  market. 


CDN  Binder: 

Not  ready  for  a subscription,  but  still  want  to  evaluate  your 
coin  collection? 

The  CDN  covers  the  complete  market,  and  we  also  make  a 
place  to  put  all  that  information!  Our  Custom  Deluxe  Binder 
will  keep  all  your  Price  Guides  in  one  place,  and  is  a snap  to 
update!  The  Binder  is  available  empty  for  $8.95  or  filled  with 
a complete  set  of  our  7 most  recent  publications  for  only 
$18.75  (a  $22.20  savings!). 

- ihicom,  CDN  Graph  Books! 

fc  Hwwwtstsffiitwfwr  The  CDN  family  of  publications  is  pleased 


to  introduce  two  NEW  publications 
^ in  our  CDN  GRAPHS  series: 
y Mint  State  'Type  Coins  and 
Proof  Type  Coins.  These  recent 
additions  to  the  CDN  GRAPHS 
series  follow  in  the  tradition  of 
previous  books  (Gold  Type  and 
Silver  Commemoratives)  providing 
such  valuable  information  as: 
All-Time  Highs  and  Lows 
•Current  CDN  Bids 
Brief  Background  of  Every  Coin 
Designer,  Size  & Weight,  Mintmark, 
Composition 
•Photo  of  each  Coin 
Weekly  chart  plots  for  over  16  years 

MINT  STATE  TYPE  Graphs  cover  the  Types 
as  listed  on  Page  9 of  the  weekly  CDN,  in 
grades:  AU50,  MS60,  MS63,  MS64  & MS65. 
s,  100  pages. 

\ PROOF  TYPE  Graphs  cover  the  Types  as 
listed  on  Page  10  of  the  weekly  CDN,  in 
grades:  PR60,  PR63,  PR64  & PR65.  55 
pages. 

^ , SILVER  COMMEMORATIVES 

Graphs  cover  Bid  levels  for  the  classic 
Silver  Commems  listed  on  Page  2 in  the 
weekly  CDN,  in  grades:  XF/AU,  MS60,  MS63, 
MS64  & MS65.  98  pages. 

GOLD  TYPE  Graphs  cover  the  Types  as  listed  on  the  Front 
Page  of  the  weekly  CDN,  in  grades:  VF,  XF,  AU,  MS60, 
MS63,  MS64  & MS65.  69  pages. 


the  COIN  DEALER  Newsletter  family  of  publications 

P.O.  Box  7939  • Torrance,  CA  90504  • 310-515-7369 

FAX  31 0-51 5-7534  • greysheet@msn.com  • www.greysheet.com 

□ I have  enclosed  a check/M.O./credit  card  for  the  amount  checked. 

Please  start/renew  my  subscription  and  send  my  CDN  books  ASAP. 

Name  


Co.  Name , 
Address  _ 
City 


State 

Zip_ 


Phone 


Credit  Card  # _ 


Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  - Greysheet  (75  issues  a year)  ^1$ 

□ 3 months  $31  □ 6 months  $54  □ 1 Year  $98 

Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  - Bluesheet  (51  issues  a year) 

□ 3 months  $36  □ 6 months  $65  □ 1 Year  $117 
Currency  Dealer  Newsletter  - Greensheet  (12  issues  a year) 

□ 3 months  $12  □ 6 months  $23  □ 1 Year  $44 

□ Sample  Set  of  Current  Price  Guides  (5  total)  Only  $9.75 

CA  residents  must  add  8.25%  sales  tax  on  items  below. 

□ Set  of  Current  Price  Guides  (7  total)  in  a Custom  Deluxe  Binder 
$18.75  - SAVE  over  $22!  □ Empty  Binder  $8.95  (plus  $3  postage). 

□ Proof  Type  CDN  Graph  Book  1980-to-1996. 

$15  for  subscribers  or  $19.95  for  non-subscribers  (plus  $3  postage). 

□ Mint  State  Type  CDN  Graph  Book  1980-to-1996. 

$20  for  subscribers  or  $24.95  for  non-subscribers  (plus  $3  postage). 

□ Gold  Type  CDN  Graph  Book  1980-to-1996. 

$15  for  subscribers  or  $19.95  for  non-subscribers  (plus  $3  postage). 

□ Silver  Commemorative  CDN  Graph  Book  1980-to-1996. 

$20  for  subscribers  or  $24.95  for  non-subscribers  (plus  $3  postage). 


□ MasterCard  □ Visa  Expires 


ORDER  BY  PHONE 


^ (310)  515-7369 
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BUYING  PCGS  RARITIES! 

We  are  top  buyers  of  PCGS  graded  rarities. 
We  need  super  quality 
• Type  • Gold 

• Silver  Dollars  • Commemoratives 
• Rare  Date  20th  Century 
Before  you  sell,  call  toll-free 

(800)  359-HALL  (4255) 

and  ask  for  our  trading  room. 

It'll  mean  extra  money  in  your  pocket! 


DAVID  HALL 

RARE  COINS  AND  COLLECTIBLES 
1936  East  Deere  Avenue,  Suite  102 
Santa  Ana,  California  92705 
(800)  359-HALL  (4255)  • Fax  (714)  252-0541 


MIKE  FOLLETT  RARE  COIN  CO. 
BUYING  COINS,  CURRENCY 

and  other  numismatic  items! 

• 35  years  experience 

• Highest  prices  paid 

• Will  purchase  entire  collections 

• Will  travel  anywhere  in  U.S. 

• Unlimited  instant  cash 

• Bank  references  available 

VJe  sincerely  believe  that  we  can  go  further  in  meeting 
your  individual  needs  than  any  other  buying  program. 


Mike  Follett  Rare  Coin  Co. 


13101  Preston  Road,  Suite  110 
Dallas,  TX  75240 
(800)  527-9045  • (214)  788-5225 
Texas  Wats:  (800)  446-0112 
ANA  Life  Member  628 


LINCOLN  CENT 

The  World’s  Most  Collected  Coin  Is 
No  Longer  for  Beginners  Only! 

starter  Set  CC  for  Beginners  Starter  Set  DD 

Twenty  different  average  circulated  (wheat)  dates  of  our  choice  starting  You  can  add  twenty  more  different  average  circulated  (wheat) 

with  a 1909,  the  first  mintage  year,  through  1939.  This  selection  has  dates  our  choice,  all  in  the  40s  and  50s,  with  an 

an  approximate  $1 2 catalog  value  approximate  $1 0 catalog  value. 

Sale  price  $5.95  Sale  price  $4.95 

Limited  Supply  - Order  Early  Limited  Supply  - Order  Early 

For  the  Advanced  Collector  who  wants  a complete  “wheat”  slab  set . . . start  here 

INTEREST  FREE  LAYAWAY  AVAILABLE 
$13.35  down  then  $20  for  2 months. 
BEST  BUY  All  three  sets  $60  (save  $4.25)  or 
$20  down  then  $20  for  2 months. 


t ' 

P 


1934  MS64PCIRed 

$17.95 

1935  MS64PCIRed 

16.95 

1937  MS64PCIRed 

14.95 

Postage,  Handling 
& Insurance 

$3.50 

TOTAL 

$53.45 

£ 


:V-' 


Free  Catalog  V2  Cent  Through  Gold  Upon  Request . . .VISA  and  MasterCard  accepted 


IJ' 

4415  METRO  PARKWAY,  SUITE  #202  • FORT  MYERS,  FLORIDA  33916 
E-MAIL:  HobbyCoins(gaol.com  • FAX  941-939-0093  • TEL:  1-800-293-8926 
WWW:  under  construction 
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ANA 

AUTHENTICATION 

BUREAU 


BY  J.P.  MARTIN 


Authenticating  the 
1922  “No  D“  Cent 

The  1922-D  Lincoln  cent  is  a unique 
variety  that,  as  a result  of  die  erosion 
and  subsequent  re-polishing,  imitates 
a Philadelphia  Mint  product  (al- 
though the  Denver  Mint  was  the 
only  facility  to  produce  cents  with 
this  date).  There  are  no  known  coun- 
terfeits, only  alterations  created  by 
the  removal  of  the  “D”  mintmark. 
Confusing  the  issue,  however,  are 
three  pairings  of  late  dies,  two  of 
which  yielded  coins  with  varying  de- 
grees of  mintmark  sharpness. 

Twenty  obverse  and  27  reverse 
dies  were  used  to  produce  that  year’s 
total  mintage  of  7,160,000  cents  (the 
reverse,  or  anvil,  dies  wore  faster 
than  the  obverse  dies).  Most  of  the 
47  dies  in  operation  produced  nor- 
mal 1922-D  cents,  but  a few  did  not. 

The  cents  in  question  gener- 
ally are  attributed  to  Die  Pairs  #1,  #2 
and  #3.  Mint  records  indicate  at  least 
one  obverse  die  with  more  than  a 
half  million  strikings,  twice  the  nor- 
mal number.  This  may  explain  the 
dies’  heavily  eroded  state  and  weak 
or  almost  invisible  mintmarks.  (Mod- 
ern cent  dies  typically  can  produce 
up  to  a million  coins  without  failure.) 

There  is  evidence  that  on  Die  Pairs 
#1  and  #3,  the  “D”  mintmark  was  ob- 
scured by  grease,  as  it  tends  to  fade 
and  reappear  on  coins  struck  from 
late  die  states.  Once  circulated,  coins 
from  these  dies  can  lose  all  traces  of 
the  mintmark.  “Normal”  1922-D 


Actual  Size:  1 9.05mm 


DIE  PAIR  #1 : Second  2 in  date  is  weaker  than  first  2.  First  T of  TRUST  is  smaller 
and  more  distinct  than  remaining  letters.  WE  is  very  mushy.  Reverse  is  very  weak, 
usually  with  no  lines  in  wheat  ears.  Die  crack  jogs  as  it  passes  through  O of  ONE. 


Actual  Size:  1 9.05mm 


DIE  PAIR  #2:  Second  2 in  date  is  sharper  than  first  2.  All  letters  in  TRUST  are 
sharp.  WE  is  only  slightly  mushy.  Reverse  is  sharp. 


Actual  Size:  1 9.05mm 


DIE  PAIR  #3;  Second  2 in  date  is  weaker  than  first  2.  TRUST  is  weak  but  sharper 
than  IN  GOD  WE.  Lower  left  part  of  O of  ONE  begins  spread  into  field  as  die  deteri- 
orates. Normally  struck  from  slightly  rotated  dies. 
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Actual  Size:  1 9.0Smm 


“Normal”  1 922>D  cent  (Reverse): 

Die  crack  remains  straight  as  it  passes 
through  O of  ONE  to  E of  CENT. 

cents  (with  mintmark)  usually  are 
the  targets  of  alteration,  although 
cents  struck  from  Die  Pairs  #1  and 
#3  yield  more  deceptive  forgeries. 

Die  Pair  #2  produced  coins  with 
no  trace  of  mintmark.  The  obverse 
exists  only  in  a very  worn  state;  the 
mintmark  likely  was  polished  off 
when  the  die  was  prepared  for  use 
with  a newer  reverse.  The  reverse  of 
Die  Pair  #2  generally  shows  no  ero- 
sion and  is  identifiable  even  in  Good 
to  Verv'  Good  condition. 

According  to  reliable  sources,  a 


Actual  Size:  1 9.0Smm 


Die  Pair# I (Reverse):  Note  “jogging” 
die  crack  and  complete  lack  of  detail 
in  wheat  ears  on  this  Fine  1 922  "Weak 
D”  cent. 


few  very'  late  die  states  of  Die  Pairs 
#1  and  #3  likewise  produced  coins 
with  no  mintmark.  This  may  be 
true,  but  because  these  coins  are  sus- 
ceptible to  alteration  (and  because  it 
is  difficult  to  determine  whether  a 
barely  visible  bump  constitutes  a 
mintmark),  most  dealers  and  certifi- 
cation services  will  not  certify  coins 
from  Die  Pairs  #1  and  #3  as  “No  D” 
varieties.  These  might  more  cor- 


Actual  Size:  1 9,05mm 


Die  Pair  #3  (Reverse):  Wheat  ears  lack 
detail  on  this  Very  Fine  “Weak  D” 
specimen;  left  ear  blends  with  field.  In 
later  die  states,  O of  ONE  flattens.  Re- 
verse is  rotated  30“  counterclockwise. 

rectly  be  termed  “Weak  D”  cents. 

“No  D”  cents  struck  from  Die 
Pair  #2  command  premium  prices, 
while  “Weak  D”  specimens  usually 
are  greatly  discounted.  In  an  effort 
to  forewarn  collectors,  the  1998  edi- 
tion of  A Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  (the  “Red  Book”)  will  list  and 
assign  only  a minimal  value  to 
“Weak  D”  cents.  Coin  World  is  the 
only  other  publication  I know  of  that 
indicates  Die  Pair  #2  is  responsible 
for  producing  the  1922  “No  D” 
cents.  Most  other  references  merely 
include  listings  for  the  “1922  Plain” 
and  “1922  ‘No  D.’” 

(Collectors  should  familiarize 


Actual  Size:  19.05mm 

Die  Pair  #2  (Reverse):  Even  in  only 
Very  Good  condition,  this  1922  “No  D” 
cent  shows  strong  detail  compared  to 
Die  Pairs  #1  and  #3. 

themselves  with  the  more  obvious 
diagnostics  of  Die  Pairs  #1,  #2  and 
#3,  some  of  which  are  pictured  here. 
Examine  suspect  coins  for  signs  of 
tooling  or  a depression  in  the  mint- 
mark  area.  Also  look  for  the  charac- 
teristics of  genuine  “No  D”  cents, 
such  as  strong  elements  on  the  re- 
verse and  a stronger  second  “2”  in 
the  date  on  the  obverse.  • 


GREAT  READING ! 

the  best  of 

Money  Talks 

a Radio  Program  on  the 
History  and  Lore  of  Money 

$12.95  {plus  $2  s St  h)  from 
THE  ANA  MONEYMARKET 
Cill  Toll-Free,  800/367-9723 
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APPLICATION  FOR  AUTHENTICATION 


ANAAB 

American  Numismatic  Association  Authentication  Bureau 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue  • Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
719/632-2646  • Fax  719/634-4085 


Applicant  (Please  Print  or  Type): 

Name 

(Last)  (First) 

A(ddress 


Ship  to  (if  different): 

Name 

(Last) 

Address 


FOR  OFTICE  USE  ONLY 

P.O.  IN 

P.O.  OUT 

DATE 


(First) 


City 
Zip  _ 


State 


Daytime  Tel.  (_ 


City 
Zip  _ 


Daytime  Tel.  (_ 


State 

J 


ANA  Member  # 


ANA  Member  # 


Fee  Schedule:  The  cost  is  $23  per  item  for  specimens  valued  up  to  $4,999  each.  For  items  valued  at  $5,000  or  more,  the  cost  is 
$40  per  item.  □ Reexam:  $15  per  item  □ Transfer:  $10  per  item  (ANAAB-certified  items  only)  □ Plus  + Fee:  $5  per  question. 


COIN# 

COUNTRY 

DATE /MM 

DENOM. 

VARIETY 

□ REEXAM 

□ TRANSFER 

^Authentication  I’lus 

ISSUE  CERTinCATE  TO 

OWNER'S 

VALUE 

I TOTAL  INSURED  VALUE 

$ 

Luthentication  Plus 

An  additional  service  that  provides  data  not  offered  in  the  standard  certification  procedure,  the  following  evaluations  include,  but  are  not  limited 
to:  rarity,  general  value,  weight,  diameter,  specific  gravity,  variety,  recommended  references,  surface  characteristics,  reflectivity,  originality,  type 
of  counterfeit,  reed  count,  etc.  See  reverse  for  more  information. 


LIMITATION  OF  ANA'S  LIABILITY 

I hereby  understand  and  agree  that  I am  submitting  the  above-described  item(s)  to  American  Numismatic  Association  (ANA)  for  authentication  under  the  fol- 
lowi^  terms  and  conditions: 

1 . The  opinion  to  be  rendered  by  ANA  as  to  the  authentidty  of  said  item(s)  represents  the  opinion  of  the  examiners  retained  by  ANA  to  authenticate  items.  Such 
opinion  does  not  constitute  a guarantee  that  other  competent  examiners  will  not  reach  a different  conclusion. 

2.  Any  certificate  of  authentication  issued  pursuant  hereto  is  not  assignable  and  ANA's 
liability  thereunder  extends  only  to  the  party  to  whom  said  certificate  is  issued.  ANA  is 
not  liaole  to  any  other  party  who  may  acquire  said  item(s)  by  purchase  or  otherwise  in  re- 
liance upon  said  certificate  or  to  any  other  party  whatsoever. 

3.  ANA's  liability  under  said  certificate  is  limited  to  any  claim  made  within  a period  of 
six  years  from  the  date  thereof,  irrespective  of  whether  or  not  the  party  to  whom  said  cer- 
tificate is  issued  discovered  or  failed  to  discover  any  authentication  error  therein  during 
said  six-year  period. 

4.  ANA's  liability  for  any  error  in  the  authentication  of  any  item  described  in  the  certifi- 
cate issued  pursuant  hereto  is  limited  to  the  owner's  value  thereof  set  forth  herein,  or  the 
true  value  tnereof  on  the  date  of  the  within  application,  or  the  sum  of  $100.00,  whichever 
is  the  lowest.  ANA  is  not  liable  for  any  increase  in  the  value  of  any  such  item  since  the 
date  of  the  within  application,  or  for  any  interest  on  any  amount  payable  under  said  cer- 
tificate. 

5.  Applicant  hereby  grants  ANA  permission  to  use  or  dispose  of,  in  any  manner  what- 
soever, any  and  all  photographs  of  said  item(s)  and  any  information  obtained  from  the  ex- 
amination thereof,  for  any  lawful  purpose. 

6.  In  view  of  ANA's  policy  that  all  packages  of  items  transmitted  to  ANA  for  authenti- 
cation are  opened  in  the  presence  of  two  ANA  employees,  the  determination  of  said  em- 
ployees as  to  the  item(s)  received  by  ANA  and/or  not  received  by  ANA  shall  be  final, 
conclusive  and  binding  upon  the  applicant  in  any  dispute  with  respect  to  ANA's  receipt 
of  such  items. 

7.  The  insurance  referred  to  herein  covers  the  period  from  ANA's  receipt  of  a coin  to  its 
delivery  thereof  to  a representative  of  the  United  States  Postal  Service  for  return  to  Appli- 
cant by  Registered  Insured  Mail.  ANA  will  not  be  liable  for  the  subseq^uent  loss  or  theft  of 
or  damage  to  such  coin  or  the  failure  of  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  to  make  delivery  thereof, 
but  will  assist  Applicant  in  completing  a Postal  Service  claim  form  therefore. 


Signature  of  Applicant^ Date. 


FEE  CALCULATIONS 

No.  of 

Items  Rate 

FEES:  X $23.00 

$ 

FEES:  X $40.00 

$ 

PLUS+  FEES:  x $5.00 

$ 

POSTAGE  (1  item)  $7.00: 

$ 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  ITEM  $1.00  ea.: 

$ 

ADDITIONAL  INSURANCE: 

See  worksheet  on  back) 

$ 

TOTAL  THIS  ORDER: 

$ 

• THE  NUMISMATIST 
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GENERAL  INSTRUCTIONS 


THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
AUTHENTICATION  BUREAU: 


• Renders  an  opinion  whether  a numismatic  item  is  genuine  or  otherwise,  including  authenticating  of  all  coins 
(U.S.,  foreign,  ancient)  tokens,  medals,  and  paper  money  (including  obsolete  U.S.). 

• Issues  a photo  certificate  with  a registration  number  on  genuine  items. 

• Cannot  determine  initial  insurance  valuation  of  items-values  must  be  supplied  by  the  submitter. 

• Provides  reference  attributions  if  possible. 

• Uses  its  network  of  numismatic  experts  on  a consulting  basis  for  those  items  requiring  additional  examination 
and  opinions. 

• Provides  counterfeit  diagnostics  on  non-genuine  specimens. 

• Provides  certification  services  for  ANA  members  only. 

• Provides  additional  information  on  membership  services. 


Luthentication  Plus 


inl*lu 


Fee  for  .Authentication  Plus  $5.00  each  additional  evaluation  question 

.Authentication  tins  secvico  pTovidos  ovaluations  not  included  in  the  standard  certification  process.  Those  submitting 
coins  for  certification  can  request  additional  data,  including,  but  not  limited  to:  rarity,  value,  weight,  diameter, 
specific  gravity,  variety,  surface  characteristics,  reflectivity,  originality,  type  of  counterfeit,  reed  count,  and  recom- 
mended references  for  further  research.  List  item  number  and  questions  on  a seperate  sheet. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

• Please  submit  items  in  easy  access  holders.  Mark  holders  with  matching  submission  numbers. 

• Fee  schedule:  $23  per  item  for  specimens  valued  up  to  $4,999  each.  For  items  valued  at  $5,000  or  more  the  cost 
is  $40  per  specimen.  Both  genuine  and  counterfeit  determinations  will  be  at  full  charge.  Sufficient  return 
postage  must  be  included  with  each  submission.  Postage  only  will  be  billed  if  no  decision  is  reached. 

• ANA  will  provide  free  insurance  up  to  $1,000  per  item  valued  under  $5,000  (average).  $5,000  worth  of  free  in- 
surance, will  be  provided  for  each  item  valued  at  $5,000  or  more.  Shipments  valued  higher  are  charged  $1.00 
per  thousand  dollars  of  additional  valuation,  (see  worksheet).  This  insurance  covers  only  the  period  in  which 
an  item  is  in  ANA's  possession.  (See  #7  under  ANA's  Liability.) 

• The  ANA  fee  structure  is  predicated  in  part  on  accurate  valuation  of  coins  for  insurance  purposes.  Overvalua- 
tion, even  within  the  stated  limits,  raises  costs  and  may  result  in  a rate  increase. 

• Payment  is  due  in  full  with  order.  Items  will  not  be  processed  until  payment  is  received. 

• Reexamination  requires  submission  of  the  certified  item  and  the  certificate. 

• Transfers  require  submission  of  original  certificate  (ANAAB  will  not  reissue  certificates  bearing 
grade  opinion^. 


PHOTO  CERTIFICATE 

• A black  and  white  photographic  certificate  will  be  issued  for  newly  authenticated  items  and  for  reexamination 
and  transfer  of  previously  authenticated  items. 


ADDITIONAL  INSURANCE  WORKSHEET 

• While  in  the  possession  of  the  ANA  Authentication  Bureau,  each  submitted  item  valued  under  $5,000  automat- 
ically will  be  insured  for  $1,000;  each  item  valued  at  more  than  $5,000  will  be  insured  for  $5,000. 

• Additional  insurance  can  be  purchased  for  $1  per  $1,000  of  additional  coverage: 

Additional  insurance  desired  per  item  $ x $1  per  thousand  = $ 

IN  THOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS  TOTAL  INSURANL'F  FFF 

( ADD  TO  FFF  CAH'L'LATllIN  lIN  FKlWr  (.''F  R'KNK 
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ARE  YOU  SELLING  ? 

1 AM  BUYING! 

• COLLECTIONS 
• ESTATES 

• SINGLE  COINS 

From  half-cents  to  gold,  proof  mint  sets 

CALL  US  TODAY! 

(800)  869-7770 

(203) 374-0777 

FAX:  203-373-9676 

ANA  Member  since  1970 

ROBERT  S.  RIEMER 

1771  Post  Road  East 
Westport,  CT  06880 


CARSON 
CITY  KING 

The  new  American  Nu- 
mismatic Association  call- 
ing card  from  AmeriVox 
is  ready  for  you!  Order 
yours  now  from  the  King,  and  enjoy  calling 
card  savings,  or  start 
own 

card  collection! 

only 

$ 1 5.00 

postage-paid 

If  you’re  looking  for 

me  up  in  the  CARD  MALL 
http://www.coinmall.com/carson/selbyungar 

P.O.  Box  360-122 
Brooklyn,  NY  11 236-0 122 
TEL:  (718)  531-0490 


One  of  America's 

Leading  Professional  Numismatists 

RONALD  J.  GILLIO,  INC. 
Since  1961 


CALL 

FAX 

805-963-1345 

805-962-6659 

• United  States  and  World  Coins  for  Collectors 

• Investment  Portfolios  from  $200  to  $1,000,000 

• Specializing  in  U.S.  Gold  & Silver  Coins,  World 
Gold  Coins,  Common  to  Rare 


• Major  Importer  of  U.S.  Double  Eagles  and 
Eagles — 1850-1932.  Call  for  Wholesale  prices 

• Professional  Auctioneers 

• Gold  and  Silver  Refiners 


• Strong  Buyers  and  Auctioneers  of  Oriental  • Up  to  $1,000,000  Immediate  Cash  paid  for  Coins, 

Numismatics,  Japan,  Korea,  Thailand  & China  Currency  and  Gold 


• Appraisers  for  Banks,  Estates,  Attorneys, 
Insurance  and  Individuals 


GiiiL  L no 


RARE  COINS  • FINE  JEWELRY 

1103  State  Street  • Santa  Barbara  •CA  93101 

805-963-1345 


ANA  ' 


LM  950 
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THE  NUMISMATIST 

Advertising  Rates  and  Information 

THE  NUMISMATIST  is  a controlled-cirmlation,  educational  journal  published  monthly  and  distributed  to  all  American  Numismatic  Association 
(ANA)  members  as  a membership  benefit.  Ciradation  is  currently  28,000,  and  each  issue  averages  144  to  160  pages. 


Ad  Size 

Ad  Dimensions 

INCHES  PICAS 

1 TIME 

Ad  Frequency 

3 TIMES  6 TIMES 

12  TIMES 

Full  page 

6X6  X 8X6 

38x48.6 

$456 

$433 

$410 

$389 

Half  Page 

6X6x3'X6 

38  x 23.6 

241 

230 

216 

204 

Quarter  Page 

3 x3'X6 

18x23.6 

124 

117 

110 

105 

Display  Classified 

2 X P/4 

12  X 10.6 

81 

76 

71 

67 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Contracts  are  available  for  3-,  6-  and  12 -time  placement.  Frequency  will  be  consecutive  unless  otherwise  scheduled.  Page  position  can 
be  requested  for  regular  advertisements,  but  cannot  be  guaranteed.  No  advertisements  will  be  accepted  from  minors  unless  accompa- 
nied by  a statement  of  financial  responsibility  signed  by  a parent  or  legal  guardian.  In  keeping  with  the  Hohby  Protection  Act,  adver- 
tisements for  reproductions  or  imitations  of  numismatic  items  must  clearly  state  that  they  are  not  original  items.  Photographs  of  these 
items  must  show  they  have  been  marked  with  the  word  “COPY”  and  must  include  the  date  of  manufacture.  The  Numismatist  specifi- 
cally reserves  the  right  to  edit  copy,  to  require  payment  in  advance,  or  to  decline  any  advertisement  in  part  or  in  whole. 


PREFERRED  PLACEMENT 

Preferred  placement  of  ads  is  available  for  20  percent  above  the 
rate  for  regular  advertisements.  Preferred-placement  ads  are  po- 
sitioned in  the  first  quarter  of  the  magazine,  as  far  forward  as 
possible. 

GUARANTEED  PLACEMENT 

Guaranteed  placement  of  ads  is  available  for  35  percent  above 
the  rate  for  regular  advertisements.  Guaranteed-placement  ads 
are  placed  on  a specific  page  for  the  duration  of  the  contract.  All 
positions  subject  to  availability. 

BIND-IN  CARDS 

Contact  the  ANA  Advertising  Sales  Manager. 

DEADLINE 

To  ensure  insertion  in  the  desired  issue,  copy  must  be  received 
by  the  15th  of  the  month,  seven  weeks  preceding  the  issue’s 
cover  date.  Ad  copy  may  be  changed  each  issue,  but  if  new  copy 
is  not  received  from  contract  advertisers  by  the  15th  of  the 
month,  seven  weeks  preceding  the  issue’s  cover  date,  the  previ- 
ous month’s  ad  will  be  repeated. 

ADVERTISING  GUIDELINES 

Ad  copy  must  be  legible  and  not  included  in  the  body  of  a letter 
or  other  transmission.  New  ad  copy  cannot  he  accepted  over  the 
telephone.  If  an  ANA  member  logo  is  used,  the  name  and  ANA 
number  of  the  firm’s  principal  officer  must  appear.  Display  clas- 
sified advertisements  will  be  placed  under  the  classification  most 
closely  related  to  the  ad's  subject.  All  display  classified  ads  appear 
without  illustrations  or  logos.  Requests  for  photography  of  nu- 
mismatic items  will  be  billed  at  prevailing  national  rates. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  accuracy  in  all  display  advertis- 
ing. Proofs  of  full-,  half-  and  quarter-page  ads  will  be  provided 
for  review  of  format  and  typography.  At  that  time,  ad  revisions 
may  be  requested.  Advertisers  may  be  charged  for  extensive 
changes  requested  after  deadline.  The  ANA  is  not  responsible  for 
any  errors  or  omissions  noted  following  the  advertiser’s  approval 
of  the  advertisement. 


Full-page  ads:  Advertisers  should  submit  desired  layout,  pho- 
tographs, artwork  and  logos.  Design  specifications  will  be  met  as 
closely  as  possible.  Camera-ready  material  is  accepted,  but  must 
be  submitted  as  right-reading,  emulsion  side  down  (RRED)  neg- 
atives and/or  resin-coated  paper  composites  with  halftones  and 
artwork  affixed.  Halftones  should  be  120-line  screen.  Bleeds  are 
not  permitted.  Advertisements  also  can  be  submitted  on  3 -inch 
diskette  or  44MB  removable  cartridge. 

Half-  and  quarter-page  ads:  Advertisers  should  submit  de- 
sired layout,  photographs,  artwork  and  logos  for  production. 
Design  specifications  will  be  met  as  closely  as  possible.  Advertise- 
ments also  can  be  submitted  on  3 -inch  diskette  or  44MB  remov- 
able cartridge. 

CONTRACT  CANCELLATION 

Contract  cancellation  requires  notice  six  weeks  prior  to  the  is- 
sue’s cover  date.  Cancelled  contracts  will  he  rebilled  at  the  ap- 
plicable rate. 

REFERENCE  POLICY 

Advertisers  are  required  to  be  members  of  the  American  Numis- 
matic Association  and  must  submit  the  name  and  ANA  member- 
ship number  of  owners  and/or  principal  officers  of  the  firm,  as 
well  as  one  banking  and  three  business  references. 

REMITTANCE/CREDIT  POLICY 

Remittance  is  payable  to  “American  Numismatic  Association.” 
Credit  will  be  extended  to  contract  advertisers  only.  A 5-percent 
discount  will  be  given  to  contract  advertisers  for  patmient  made 
in  advance.  A monthly  service  charge  of  11/  percent  will  be  ap- 
plied to  balances  unpaid  over  30  days.  Payment  must  accompany 
advertisements  submitted  by  non-contract  advertisers.  .Advertis- 
ing contracts  may  be  suspended  if  account  balances  are  00  daN’S 
past  due. 

Direct  correspondence  and  advertising  materials  to  .AN.A 
Advertising  Sales  Manager,  THF,  NU.MIS.M.A  FIS  1 , S18 
North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80003-3270, 
800-556-2646,  719-632-2646,  Fax  710-634-4085. 
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ANCIENTS 


GENERAL 


Harlan  J,  Berky  Ltd, 

3 1 N.  Clark  Street 
Chicago,  IL  60602 
312/609-0016  • Fax  312/609-1309 

Bimonthly  Buy  or  Bid  Catalogue 
offering  a complete  menu  of 
numismatic  services 

PNG  lAPN  ANA  ANS  NLG 


Your  dealer  and  auctioneer  in  Germany  for 
your  quality  collection  of  Ancient,  Medieval 
and  European  coins  and  medals.  Four  auc- 
tions each  year  in  Munich. 


NUMISMATTK  P;-  pan^ 

Maximiliansplatz  10 
D-80333  Miinchen 
Germany 

Tel.  (4989)  299070 
MUNCHEN  Fax.  (4989)  220762 


LANZ 


Send  this  ad  for  a FREE  sample  of  one  of 
our  latest  auction  catalogs  and  tell  us  what 
you  are  collecting. 


WHOLESALE  TO  ALL! 

100  ancient  coins  in  flips  and  attributed.  A 
diverse  lot  including  Nero,  Caesar 
Augustus,  Alexander  the  Great,  Biblical 
“Widow’s  Mite,”  etc.  Only  $475.00,  post- 
paid, with  satisfaction  guaranteed. 

London  Coin  Galleries 

Email;  lcg@info-ads.com 
http://www.info-ads.com/ancientcoins/ 
Mission  Viejo  Mall,  Mission  Viejo,  CA  92691 
1-5  at  Crown  Valley  (714)  364-0990 


FINE  ANCIENT  COINS 
and  ANTIQUITIES 

GREEK,  ROMAN,  BYZANTINE, 
MEDIEVAL,  HOLY  LANT),  NEAR  EASTERN, 
ORIENTAL  & PRECOLU.MBIAN 
IN  ALL  PRICE  RA.NGES 

Bi-monthly  Mail  Bid  Auctions  with 
Reasonable  Estimates.  VVTiolesale, 
Consignments,  Outright  Purchases. 
Coin  ID  .^ftware.  Free  Illustrated  Catalog. 

EDGAR  L.  OWEN 

1007  Mohawk  I'rail,  Andover,  NJ  07821 
Tel:  201/398-9557  Fax:  201/398-8082 
e-mail:  FxlgarOwen@worldnet.att.net 
website:  http://w'ww.EdgarLOwen.com 


DISPLAY 

CLASSIFIED 

APPRAISERS 


Spencer  Peck  Ed.  D. 
Numismatist 

ANA  LM  4334 

Acqui.sitions  - Liquidations 
Research  - Representation 

Appraisals  for  Charitable  Donation 
Equitable  Distribution 
Estate-  Insurance  -Trust 
and 

IRS  purposes. 

Accredited  Member 
American  Society  of  Appraisers 

Box  526,  Oldwick,  N.J.  08858 
(908)  236-2880 


GENERAL 


SARASOTA  COIN  COMPANY 


is  announcing  its  entry  into  the  world 
of  “MAIL  ORDER.”  We  specialize  in: 

• United  States  Coins 

• Foreign  Gold  Coins 

• United  States  Currency 

To  receive  our  Price  Lists  and 
Future  Mailings,  please  call  us  at 
1-800-447-8778,  or  write  us  at: 

Sarasota  Coin  Company 
640  S.  Washington  Blvd.,  Suite  100 
Sarasota,  FL  34236 


BUY  - SELL—  TRADE 
CASINO 

CHIPS  & TOKENS 

Price  list  on  chips— Supply  Catalog 
Club  & Show  Information 
all  sent  FREE  on  request 
CHARLES  & MARGARITA  RODGERS 
C.T.  COINS 
P.O.  BOX  4572 
LAKEWOOD,  CA.  90711 
PHONE  310-408-2463 
800-50-POKER  Fax:310-634-8107 


SINCE  1952 

BUYING  AT  TOP  PRICES 

SELLING  & APPRAISING 
PRTV  ATE  & ESTATES 
ANCIENTS,  U.S.,  WORLD 
Coins  & Paper  Money 
Outright  Purchase,  Private  Treaty,  Auction 
lAPN,  PNG  #3,  ANA  LM  355 
SENIOR  ASA 

C.E.  BULLOWA,  coinhunter 

1616  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19103-5364 
for  appointment:  Phone/Fax  (215)  735-5517 


BUYING  & SELLING 

Ancients,  Classical  & Oriental. 
World  Coins,  Tokens  & Medals. 

SIMMONS  & SIMMONS 
(NUMISMATISTS),  LTD. 

P.O.  Box  104 
Leytonstone 

London  El  1 IND  England 
Tel:  (081)989-8097 
FAX:  (081)  518-8421 


RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS 
OF  RAMSEY 


BLTYING/SELLING 
GOLD  & SIL\TR  DOLLARS 
COMMEMORATrVTS  & TATES 

PCGS  Authorized  Service  NGC 

201-825-3205 
P.O.  Box  766 

Ramsey,  New  Jersey  07446 

ANA  LM  PNG 


FORMAN  & BAUER,  INC. 

Buying  and  Selling 

U.S.  Coins  - Paper  Money 
B.U.  Rolls  - Proof  Sets 
Paper  Money  Errors 

518  Ryers  Ave.,  Big.  2,  1st  Floor 
Cheltenham,  PA  19012 
(215)663-1814 

ANA  Life  Members  • PNG  Members 
Serving  Collectors  Since  1955 


Specializing  in 
the  Purchase  of 
U.S.  & World 
Coin  Collections 

Top  Dollar  Paid! 

HANKS  & ASSOCIATES  INC. 

Rare  Coin  Investment  Portfolio  Specialists 
415  N.  .Mesa  • Mesa  Financial  Bldg. 

El  Paso,  TX  79901 
(915)  544-8188 
Larrv  Hanks,  .VNA  L.M  1001 
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AUCTION  INSIGHTS 

BY  BOB  MERRILL 


Why  Did  the  1897-0 
Have  to  Bring  So  Much? 

Back  in  January,  in  the  second 
session  of  the  auction  held  during 
the  Florida  United  Numismatists 
(FUN)  show,  there  was  an  1897  sil- 
ver dollar  struck  by  the  New  Orleans 
Mint  that  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PCGS)  had  graded 
Mint  State  (MS)-66.  The  coin  was 
“white,”  with  a fully  rounded  cheek 
and  breast.  The  piece  elicited  con- 
siderable interest  among  auction 
viewers  who  came  to  Dallas  in  De- 
cember to  examine  the  lots. 

Obviously,  everyone  sees  coins 
differently,  for  if  this  were  not  true, 
dealers  could  not  trade  among  them- 
selves the  way  they  do.  A week  be- 
fore the  sale,  we  had  what  I thought 
was  a winning  bid.  A well-known  sil- 
ver dollar  collector,  who  had  seen 
the  coin  in  Dallas,  gave  us  a $26,000 
book  bid. 

Now,  since  I’m  one  of  those  folks 
who  doesn’t  know  what  he  doesn’t 
know  (translation:  I think  I know 
everything),  it  was  my  firm  belief 
that  $26,000  would  buy  the  coin. 
During  lot  viewing  in  Florida,  a 
number  of  people  approached  me 
with  the  question:  “What  will  it  take 
to  buy  the  ’97-0?”  My  answer  was 
in  the  best  tradition  of  Texas  poli- 
tics: ambiguous. 

Just  before  the  second  session 
started,  a bid  was  given  to  us  by  a 
guy  from  the  floor  who  wanted  to 
remain  anonymous.  His  bid  was  to 
be  executed  from  the  podium.  The 
1897-0  opened  amid  a sea  of  hands 
at  $20,000.  Bidding  was  quick  in 
thousand-dollar  increments,  rapidly 


passing  $30,000,  then  $40,000.  The 
final  hammer  price  was  $47,500. 
Add  in  the  15 -percent  buyer’s  pre- 
mium, and  the  total  price  was 
$54,625 — great  for  the  consignor 
and  the  new  owner.  Does  this  mean 
your  1897-0  also  is  worth  $47,500?  I 
wouldn’t  think  so,  but  then  I’m  the 
guy  who  thought  the  piece  would 
sell  for  $26,000  or  less. 

Judging  by  the  number  of  tele- 
phone calls  I’ve  received  since  the 
FUN  convention,  there  are  a lot  of 
people  out  there  in  Coin  Land  who 
have  an  1897-0  they  believe  is  the 
equal  of  the  one  we  sold.  Of  course, 
none  of  those  are  slabbed,  but  I’m 
hearing  things  like: 

• “You  can  see  everything  on  it.” 

• “It’s  really  in  good  shape.” 

• “It’s  just  like  yours.” 

• “I  think  mine  is  better  than  the 
one  you  sold.” 

• “I  got  three  of  ’em,  just  as  pretty 
as  yours.” 

Why  doesn’t  Leo  Frese  ever  get 
these  calls?  Or  Bob  Korver.  (After 
all,  Bob  was  the  one  who  wrote  the 
press  releases.  He  should  have  kept 
this  a secret!)  And  then  there  are 
those  four  unsolicited,  registered- 
mail  packages  I received,  each  with  a 
proposed  one-coin  consignment 
containing  . . . yes,  an  1897-0.  All 
four  have  been  returned  to  their  re- 
spective owners.  (Hard  to  believe, 
but  the  registered-mail  fees  on  each 
package  exceeded  the  value  of  the 
contents.)  One  gentleman  went  so 
far  as  to  call  me  back  and  tell  me 
that  since  we  can’t  recognize  value, 
he  was  sending  his  1897-0  to  one  of 
our  competitors.  Wonderful  idea;  I 
hope  he  tells  the  other  three. 

The  1897-0,  like  the  ’96-0  and 
’84-S,  is  one  of  those  coins  that  was 
“struck  in  AU  (About  Uncircu- 
lated).” Finding  a gem  happens 
about  as  often  as  Michelle  Pfeiffer 


returns  my  phone  calls  (well,  maybe 
not  that  rare),  but  finding  an  AU 
is  mundane. 

I guess  it’s  all  in  the  eyes  of  the 
owner.  I never  heard  anyone  say, 
“My  new  baby  is  sort  of  average 
looking”  or  “I’m  just  an  average 
driver.”  Since  every  baby  is  beautiful 
and  every  driver  is  good,  then  there 
is  no  average.  Uh-huh? 

You  cannot  imagine  the  number 
of  people  with  whom  Leo  and  I talk 
who  think  they  have  great  collec- 
tions, but  who  never  have  read  a 
book  on  coins.  If  you  ask  a Morgan 
dollar  collector  if  he  has  an  1893-S, 
he  knows  the  answer.  He  saved  for 
the  first  specimen  he  bought  and 
learned  the  die  characteristics  on  the 
obverse  of  all  genuine  1893-S  dollars 
that  separate  it  from  the  other  mint- 
marked  pieces  of  that  year.  He 
priced  the  coin  for  a long  period  of 
time,  deciding  which  grade  he  could 
afford.  If  you  have  to  go  see  if  you 
own  one,  then  you  don’t.  It’s  just 
that  simple. 

Read  the  book!  Study!  There  are 
countless  publications  on  every  facet 
of  numismatics.  Now,  about  that 
1897-0  you  own?  If  you’ve  read  the 
book,  send  it  to  me;  otherwise,  Leo 
needs  to  see  it.  • 

Bob  Merrill  has  been  auction  director  for 
Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  since  1976. 


Consignments  are  being  accepted 
for  the  ANA  World's  Fair  of 
Money®  in  New  York  City, 
July  30-August  3,  1997. 

• • • 

For  more  information  about  sales 
and  consigning  material,  contact 
Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions, 

I -800-872-6467. 
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ABBOTTS-COINEX 

CORPORATION 

Specializing  in: 

• RARE  U.S.  GOLD 

• U.S.  TYPE  COINAGE 

Member:  PNG 

Competitive  markets  since  1956 

1393  S.  WOODWARD  AVE. 
BIRMINGHAM,  MI  48009 

Ph.  810-644-8565  Fax  810-644-7038 

DAVID  A.  VOGEL 
WANTS  TO  SPEND 
$10  MILLION  ON  COINS 

Whether  you  have  a collection  worth  a 
few  hundred  dollars  or  several  million 
dollars,  I want  to  buy  EVERYTHING. 
Check  out  my  ethical  reputation  and  fi- 
nancial status  in  the  industry.  It  pays  you 
to  do  business  with  me.  Call  me  or  fax  me 
a list  of  your  holdings.  My  check  can  be 
in  your  pocket  in  a matter  of  days. 

1-800  DA- VOGEL 
(328-6435) 

FAX  214/342-2373 

Heading  for  Florida? 

Make  Edge  wood  in  Jacksonville 
your  first  and  BEST  stop! 

• U.S.  Coins  • Foreign  Coins 

• Gold  & Silver  • Coin  Jewelry 

• Metal  Detectors 

EDGEWOOD  COIN  CO. 

936  S.  Edgewood  Avenue 
Jacksonville,  FL  32205 

Mon.-Fri.,  10:30  to  5 Sat.,  10:30  to  1:30 

GOLD 

James  & Sons  Ltd. 

Buying  & Selling  Rare  Coins,  Currency 
Watches,  Diamonds  & Jewelry 
Selling  to  dealers  and 
collectors  for  over  25  years. 

James  F.  Sunderbnd-Numismatist 
Janice  Marchese-Numismatist 

Member:  PCGS  • NGC  • ANA  LM  797 

239  Gold  Coast  Lane  6240  W.  95th  St.  3426VollmerRd. 
Calumet  City,  IL  60409  Oak  Lawn,  IL  60453  Olympia  Fields,  IL  60461 
(708)862-3800  (708)599-0004  (708)481-1500 

California  Numismatic 

INVESTMEOTS 

Selling  Or  Buying-Call  For  A Quote! 
Coins-Paper  Money-Precious  Metals 

1-800-225-7531 

PCGS-NGC-PNG 

Scott  Peterson/Richard  J.  Schwary 

525  W.  Manchester  Blvd. 
Inglewood,  CA  903  01 -Near  LAX 

BUYING  RARE  GOLD 

All  Denominations 

Dollars  to  Fifties 

Also  All  Rare  U.S. 

Copper  - Silver  Coins 

BENJAMIN  LEVIN 

ANA  LM  409 

P.O.  Box  1395,  S.M.S. 

Fairfield,  CT  06432 
(203)  372-2398 

ANA 

1 

NUMISMATIC  ERRORS 

GEORGE  III 

DID  NOT  ATTEND 

HARVARD! 

But  we  need  both  for  private 
research  collection. 

We  sell  collector  coins,  tokens, 
currency — U.S.  & foreign. 

COLONY  COIN  CO. 

P.O.  Box  281 

Newtonville,  Massachusetts  02160 
(617)  244-1972 

WANTED-COLLECTIONS 

Competitive  prices  paid  for 

COPPER,  NICKEL, 
SILVER  & GOLD  COINS 

We  will  purchase  the 

ENTIRE  COLLECTION,  not  just  the 
“hot”  items,  from  good  to  proof. 

Great  Lakes  Coin  Co. 

Norman  Talbert,  ANA  Life  Member 

P.O.  Box  16036,  Cleveland,  OH  441 16 
(216)  356-0055 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL 
ERROR  COINS 

To  get  your  16  page  sales  catalog  and 
illustrated  Buying  Price  list,  send  55c 
in  postage  to: 

ARNIE  MARGOLIS 

P.O.  Box  158 

Oceanside,  NY  11572-0158 
516-764-8063 

ANA  LM  #777 

NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 

UNIQUE 

PERSONALITY 

Every  collector  has  one  and 
every  coin  has  one. 

Our  job  is  to  match  the  two. 

Over  the  years  J.J.  Teaparty  has  made 
many  successful  matches. 

Let  us  help  write  your  future 

J.J.  TEAPARTY 

(800) 343-6412  • (617)  482-2398 

49  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  .MA  02108 

Ed  Leventhal,  PNG  #255,  ANA  L.M  #654 

Call  for  free  price  list. 

METEORITES 

RARE  & OUT  OF  PRINT,  NEW' 

Buying,  Selling,  Trading 

Extensive  Selection,  Authenticity  Guaranteed 

Michael  I.  Casper,  Meteorites,  Inc. 
Post  Office  Drawer  J 

Ithaca,  New  York  14851  U.S.A. 

Phone:  607-257-5349  Fax:  607-266-7904 

e-mail:  casper@meteorites.com 
http://www.meteorites.com 

ANA  LM  2502 

NUMISMATIC  • PHILATELIC 

BOOKS  AND  LITERATLUE 

WE  BUY  AND  SELL 

5,000  VOLUMES  IN  STOCK 
NUMISMATIC  CATALOGLT  $7. 
PHILATELIC  CATAI.OGLT  $4. 

NUMISAHTIC  .ARTS  OF  SANTA  FF 
P.O.  BOX  9712,  S.ANTA  FE,  NM  87504 

PHONE  (505)  982-8792  F.AX 
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CURATOR’S  CORNER 

BY  ROBERT  W.  HOGE 


Whose  Image  Appears 
on  the  First  Coinage 
of  Trajan? 

While  not  one  of  the  largest,  the 
ANA  Museum’s  collection  of  ancient 
Roman  coins  includes  a fine  selection 
of  important  pieces.  One  that  partic- 
ularly appeals  to  me  is  the  example 
presented  here.  I have  enjoyed  show- 
ing this  remarkable  coin  to  students 
in  my  class  “Coinage  of  the  Ancient 
World,”  at  the  ANA’s  Annual  Sum- 
mer Conference,  and  want  to  bring  it 
to  the  attention  of  other  ANA  mem- 
bers as  well. 

The  piece  is  representative  of  the 
first  issue  of  the  Roman  mint  struck 
upon  the  accession  of  the  emperor 
Marcus  Ulpius  Traianus  (Trajan)  in 
A.D.  98.  Interestingly,  the  imperial 
effig)'  on  the  obverse  of  this  silver 
denarius  bears  the  features  of  Tra- 
jan’s predecessor,  M.  Cocceius  Nerva 
(Nerva).  The  coin  was  included  in 
the  outstanding  gift  of  530  Roman 
coins  presented  to  the  ANA  in  1986 
by  Robert  L.  Grover. 

Trajan’s  coinage  is  abundant,  and 
his  portraiture  is  familiar  to  classical 
numismatic  scholars.  His  conquests 
and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  em- 
pire certainly  produced  a great  deal 
of  wealth,  while  his  military  cam- 
paigns must  have  involved  consid- 
erable expense  and  an  expanded 
need  for  coinage.  The  Roman  state 
reached  its  greatest  extent  under  this 
able  and  aggressive  ruler.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  his  reign,  however,  he 
truly  was  not  a celebrity  among 
Rome’s  ruling  class. 

Born  in  A.D.  53  at  Italica  (a  mu- 
nicipiiim  in  the  province  of  Baetica, 


founded  by  Roman  veterans  in  206/5 
B.C.  near  Seville,  Spain),  Trajan  was 
the  first  non-Italian  emperor.  Like 
many  later  rulers  with  provincial  ori- 
gins, he  established  a successful  ca- 
reer in  the  Roman  army,  helped  by 
the  fact  that  his  father  had  been  a 
commander  under  Vespasian  and 
eventually  became  a patrician  and  a 
consul.  While  serving  as  a military 
tribune  in  Spain,  Trajan  was  dis- 
patched to  Germany  by  the  emperor 
Domitian  in  A.D.  88/9  to  quell  the 
disturbance  of  Antonins  Saturninus. 
The  successful  campaign  was  recog- 
nized by  his  elevation  to  the  consul- 
ship for  the  year  91 . 

When  Domitian  was  murdered  on 
September  18  in  A.D.  96,  the  Roman 
senate  named  one  of  its  members, 
Nerva,  as  a kind  of  compromise  can- 
didate to  succeed  him.  Nerva  at  once 
appointed  Trajan  as  governor  {pro- 
praetor) of  the  province  of  Upper 
Germany,  with  command  of  three  le- 
gions. This  was  the  Roman  army’s 
concentration  closest  to  Rome  itself, 
indicating  Nerva’s  trust  in  and  re- 
liance upon  Trajan.  The  elderly  em- 
peror adopted  Trajan  as  his  son  and 
imperial  heir  on  October  27,  A.D. 
97 — a wise  move  in  response  to  un- 
rest among  the  military. 

When  Nerva  died  early  in  A.D.  98 
(I  find  January  25,  27  and  29  vari- 
ously given  as  the  date  of  his  demise), 
Trajan  still  was  headquartered  at 
Cologne.  Instead  of  hurriedly  pro- 
ceeding to  Rome  to  take  up  the  im- 
perial mantle,  the  new  augustus  is 
known  to  have  conducted  a tour  of 
inspection  along  the  Rhine  and 
Danube  frontiers  before  his  installa- 
tion as  prmceps. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  our 
coin  presumably  was  struck,  for 
standard  imperial  policy  seems  to 
have  been  to  make  the  emperor’s  ef- 
figy, the  new  imperial  imago,  as  well- 


A Roman  Imperial  silver  denarius  of 
Trajan,  A.D.  98,  with  a portrait  bearing 
the  features  of  his  predecessor  and 
adoptive  father,  Nerva  (ANA  Museum 
Accession  No.  1986.155.85),  weighs 
3.342g,  with  a diameter  of  18.6mm  and 
an  axis  of  1 80°. 

known  as  possible  at  once.  In  Tra- 
jan’s case,  before  he  could  perhaps 
actually  “sit”  for  an  artist  to  achieve 
his  likeness,  a look-alike  effigy  of 
Nerva  must  have  had  to  suffice.  In- 
deed, there  may  have  been  political 
advantages  for  Trajan  in  represent- 
ing himself  in  the  guise  of  Nerva  to 
the  ever-jitter)'  senators.  A number 
of  coins  from  Trajan’s  first  issue  bear 
portraits  with  features  resembling 
Nerva’s,  but  the  ANA  coin’s  image  is 
clearly  the  most  strikingly  Nervan 
seen  to  date.  On  it  we  can  observ’e 
Nerva’s  characteristically  long,  thin 
face  and  neck,  high  cheekbones  and 
hooked  nose — quite  unlike  Trajan’s 
own  physiognomy. 

Trajan’s  first  coinage  was  struck  in 
gold,  silver  and  bronze,  with  the  em- 
peror’s name,  titles  and  offices  ex- 
tending onto  the  reverses,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  inscriptions.  The 
silver  and  gold  pieces  all  carry  the 
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TOKENS  & MEDALS 


obverse  legend  IMP  CAES  NERVA 
TRAIAN  AVG  GERM  (Imperator 
Caesar  Nerva  Traianus  Augustus 
Germanicus — the  emperor’s  full  offi- 
cial name)  and  the  reverse  legend 
PONT  MAX  TR  POT  COS  II  (pon- 
tifex  maximus  tribuniciae  potestas 
consulis  II — “the  high  priest,  holding 
the  power  of  a tribune,  twice  con- 
sul”). These  first  strikings  lack  the 
letters  PP  {pater  patriae — “father  of 
his  country”)  in  the  legend.  The  re- 
verse types  on  the  denarii  are  Abun- 
dance, Concord,  Victory  and  the 
goddess  Vesta  seated.  Felicity  stand- 
ing, and  Peace  both  seated  and 
standing.  There  may  be  another 
equivocal  type  of  a seated  female  per- 
sonification (Securitas?).  All  the  fig- 
ures face  left. 

Our  coin’s  reverse  type  is  Peace 
(Pax)  standing  left,  holding  an  olive 
branch  in  her  right  hand  and  a cor- 
nucopiae  in  her  left.  The  piece  could 
be  cataloged  as  R.I.C.  17,  B.M.C.  14 
and  Cohen  292  (although  these  ref- 
erences do  not  specifically  note  any 
Nervan  portraits). 

Nerva  was  the  first  of  the  “adop- 
tive” or  “five  good”  emperors,  some- 
times anachronistically  called  the 
“Antonines.”  Trajan,  his  adopted 
heir,  was  the  second.  Although,  as  far 
as  we  can  tell,  Nerva’s  intentions 
seem  quite  beneficent,  his  16-month 
reign  made  little  impact  historically 
other  than  setting  the  stage,  as  it 
were,  for  his  illustrious  successor.  In 
fact,  this  beginning  of  a tradition, 
whereby  the  emperor  (fortuitously 
childless)  designated  and  formally 
adopted  a most  worthy  individual  as 
heir-apparent,  led  to  what  many  con- 
sider to  be  one  of  humanity’s  happi- 
est time  periods.  Our  coin,  directly 
illustrating  the  start  of  the  system,  is 
a poignant  reminder  of  governmental 
stability  so  often  sought  but  so  sel- 
dom achieved  throughout  history.  • 


COINS  RESTORED 

to 

Collector  Condition 

U.S.  & Foreign 
Holes  & Gouges  Filled 
Solder  Removed 

Detail  Replaced  • Free  Estimates 

ALLEN  STOCKTON 

HC86  Box  200A 
Monticello,  KY  42633 


PAPER  MONEY 


WORLD 
PAPER  MONEY 

Free  Price  List 
Buying  better  world  notes. 

MEL  STEINBERG 

P.O.  Box  752 
San  Anselmo,  CA  94960 


WORLD  PAPER  MONEY 

Write  for  your  EREE 
copy  of 

The  M.R.I.  Flashlist 
Mark-Ruben  Inc. 

5825  Sunset  Drive,  Suite  302 
South  Miami,  FL  33143 
phone:  (305)  661-7712 
e mail:  escudo@aol.com 
www.coinmarket.com 


WEB  NOTE  COLLECTORS 
Wanted 

1988-A  New  York  B/LGem  CU  Notes 
Paying  $700 

1988-A  Atlanta  F/Star  Gem  CU  Notes 
Paying  $750 

Immediate  Cash,  Send  Me  Your  Duplicates 
Many  References  in  Paper  Money 

J.  Donald  Quiggins 

P.O.  Box  6,  Webster,  KY  40176 
502/547-7719 
ANALM  1338 


WANTED 

Since  1971  we  have  been  buyers  of  tokens  and 
medals  of  all  kinds.  We  are  especially  inter- 
ested in  items  of  significant  historic  or  artistic 
merit.  Consignments  for  our  high  qualitv’  auc- 
tions also  solicited. 

P^SIDENTLAL 

Coin  and  Antique  Co.  Inc. 

6550-1  Little  River  Turnpike 
Alexandria,  Virginia  22312 
703-354-5454  H.  Joseph  Levine 


U.S.  COINS 


When  you  think  about 
Buying  or  Selling 

Lincoln  and  Indian  Cents 

Think  of: 

VIRG  MARSHALL  III,  Inc. 

“The  Penny  Merchant” 

116  West  “D” 

Wymore,  Nebraska  68466 
(402)  645-3341 


U.S.  COINS 

Selling  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS 
Coins.  Specializing  in  Barbers. 
Free  Price  List 

Michael  F.  Oyach 
P.O.  Box  112,  Dunkirk,  NY  14048 
(716)  366-6680 
ANA  R-166173,  FACTS:  KS5, 
E-Mail:  10233  l.3020@compuserve.com 
Buydng  90%  silver  coins  for  face  bags. 


BUYING 

ELIMINATE  THE  MIDDLEALVN 
SELL  TO  THE  PANDAAMERICA 
SHOPPING  NETWORK 

We  constantly  need  cire.-BU  complete 
U.S.  collector  coin  sets  in  albums, 
complete  Franklin  Mint  sets  with 
original  packaging,  etc. 

PandaAmerica 
3460  Torrance  Blvd.,  #100 
Torrance,  CA  90503 
(800) 962-0333  • Fax (310) 543-1744 
AN.A  Life  .Member  1452 
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U.S.  COINS 


WORLD  COINS 


WORLD  COINS 


BUYING! 

Indian  Cents-Good  & Better $ .80  ea. 

V-Nickels-AG  & Better $ .50  ea. 

Barber  Dimes-AG  & Better $ .65  ea. 

Barber  Quarters-AG  & Better $1.60  ea. 

St.  Lib.  Quarters-4  Digits $1.70  ea. 

Barber  Halves-AG  & Better $3.75  ea. 

SIL\TR  DOLLARS 

VG+  XF/AU  AU/UNC  UNC 

Common  5.70  5.80  6.50  7.50 

Pre-21  7.25  7.75  9.50  11.50 

STEINMETZ  COINS  AND 
CURRENCY,  INC. 

350  Centerville  Rd.  • Lancaster,  PA  17601 
(717)  299-1211  • Fax:  (717)  299-0269 


UILL  SWAP  MY  R.\RE  COINS 
FOR  YOUR  ANTIQUE 
WEAPONS  OR 
MY  ANTIQUE  MTAPONS 
FOR  YOUR  RARE  COINS. 

JAMES  H.  COHEN 
& SONS,  INC. 

437  Royal  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
1-800-535-1853 


BUYING! 

All  U.S.  Coins  and 
Colonial  Paper  Money 
Call  Us  Today! 

Main  Line 
Coin  & Stamp,  Inc. 

16  East  Lancaster  Ave. 
Ardmore,  PA  19003 
(215)  649-7900  (800)  448-1279 
Fax: 215-649-4753 

Robert  Riethe.  ANA  R 67397 


WORLD  COINS 


LATIN  AMERICAN  GOLD 

Our  Specialty 

Want  lists  solicited.  Highest  prices  paid 
for  choice  conditions  and  rare  dates. 

“Se  habla  espanol.” 

Please  call  for  latest  quotes. 

Smith  & Daughter  Inc. 

the  new  name  of  Sidney’  W.  Smith  & Sons 

^^Professional  Numismatists  for  over  30  years^ 

1436  Rrickell  Avenue,  Miami  ^^>rida  33131 
Tel:  (305)  372-1200  (-'an:  (3  p 358-8566 
Founded  by  Si<incy  Smith,  I,M  #3.12  (1918-1983) 


Karl  Stephens 

PNG*  ANA  LM  3112 
Dealer  in  Quality  Rare  Coins 
BUYING 

All  nice  world  coins  and  medals.  Please  write  with  de- 
scriptions of  items  for  sale. 

SELLING 

I specialize  in  coins  from  POLAND,  Canada,  Eastern 
Europe,  Germanic  coinages.  Great  Britain  and  the 
Commonwealth  and  Reformation  coins  and  medals. 
Please  write  for  my  current  price  list  containing  over 
2000  gold,  silver  and  copper  coins  and  medals  for 
sale. 

P.O.  Box  458,  Temple  City,  CA  91780 
(818)  445-8154 


SERIOUS  BUYERS 

Small  or  Large  Collections, 
Single  pieces 

Members  ANA,  PNG,  lAPN 

M.  LOUIS  TELLER 
NUMISMATIC  COMPANY 

16027  Ventura  Blvd., 
Suite  606, 

Encino,  CA  91436 
Phone  (818)  783-8454 
FAX  (818)  783-9083 


BUYING  HONG  KONG 


VF 

EF-AU 

UNC 

ONE  MIL 

1864 

$700 

$1,500 

$2,500 

ONE  CENT 

1941 

1,500 

3,000 

4,000 

SCENTS 

1941-H 

300 

400 

600 

1941-KN 

150 

250 

400 

10  CENTS 

1864 

300 

600 

1,000 

1905 

250 

450 

750 

20  CENTS 

1866-77 

25 

60 

250 

1879 

350 

800 

1,500 

1880-H 

80 

200 

500 

1881 

175 

400 

1,000 

1905 

500 

1,000 

1,300 

HALF  DOLLAR 

1866 

400 

800 

1,750 

1867 

600 

1,300 

2,600 

ONE  DOLLAR 

1866  to  68 

250 

425 

1,500 

STRONG  PRICES  FOR  MANY  OTHERS-CALL  OR  SHIP 
PROCEDURE:  Ship  with  confidence  by  registered  mail  for 
our  prompt  evaluation  and  payment.  Include  your  telephone 
numoer  so  that  we  may  confirm  receipt. 

MISH  INTERNATIONAL  MONETARY  INC. 

1154  University  Drive,  P.O.  Box  937,  Menlo  Park,  CA  94026 
Tel.,  415/324-9110  • FAX:  415/322-6091 


M.  GEIGER 

WANTED  RARE  COINS  OF 
SOUTH  AMERICA, 
HAITI,  PERU,  COLOMBIA, 
VENEZUELA,  ETC.  ETC. 
Gold — Silver — Copper — Medals 
ALSO  EUROPE,  ASIA,  AFRICA 
AND  GOOD  OLD  U.S. 

Metro  Mall  1 NE  1st  St. 
Miami,  FL  33132 
305/358-5755 


• Ancient  Coins  • Medieval  Coins 
• Modern  Coins  • Odd  & Curious  Money 
• Tokens  & Medals 

• Coins  of  the  Bible  • Palestine  & Israel 
• Coins,  Medals,  Tokens  & Banknotes 
of  Jewish  Interest. 

Price  lists,  mailbids,  shows. 

WILLIAM M.  ROSENBLUM 
RARE  COINS 

p.o.  box  355-A,  evergreen,  colo.  80437-0355 
phone:  303/838-4831  • fax  303-838-12 13 


RICHARD  MARGOLIS 

Coins  & Medals  of  the  World 

(established  1958) 

member  lAPN,  ANA  (R-20039),  ANS 

is  alive  and  well  and  still  very  keen 
to  purchase  foreign  coins  and  com- 
memorative medals  of  quality,  indi- 
vidual pieces  and  small  or  large  col- 
lections (sorry,  I no  longer  issue 
price  lists). 

P.Q.  Box  2054  Teaneck,  NJ  07666 

Tel.  (201)  848-9379  Fax  (201)  847-0134 


The  Numismatist 

is  the  prestigious  educational  journal  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association.  Your  ad 
can  share  space  with  interesting  articles  and 
informative  hobby  news. 

for  more  information  or 
to  place  an  ad,  contact 

The  Director  of 
Marketing , Advertising  and 
Membership 
at  800/556-2646  today! 


HAVE  QUESTIONS? 

• Do  you  need  a reliable  source  for 
numismatic  books,  tapes  and  slide  sets? 

• Do  you  need  to  know  where  to  look  for 
answers  to  your  numismatic  questions? 
The  ANA  Resource  Center 
818  North  Cascade  .\ve., 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  8090.3-.3279 
719/632-2646  • Fax  719/634-4085 
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THE  SOURCE  FOR  RARE 
U.S.  GOLD  COINS 


If  you  are  a collector,  dealer,  investor  or  marketer  who 
has  purchased  rare  U.S.  gold  coins  in  the  past  several 
years,  chances  are  pretty  good  that  at  some  point,  we  were 
involved  in  the  transaction. 

We  offer  one  of  the  largest  and  most  diverse  inventories 
of  18th  and  19th  Century  U.S.  gold  coins  in  the  country. 
We  specialize  in  choice,  problem-free  issues  from  the  Char- 
lotte, Dahlonega,  Carson  City  and  New  Orleans  Mints,  and 
regularly  wholesale  to  most  of  the  leading  dealers  in  the  nation. 

Together,  we  have  over  thirty  years  of  experience  in  nu- 
mismatics. Doug  Winter  has  written  the  standard  references 
on  Charlotte,  New  Orleans  and  Carson  City  gold  coins, 
while  Lee  Minshull  has  bought  and  sold  tens  of  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  the  rarest  and  most  important  gold  coins  in 
existence. 

If  you  would  like  to  eliminate  the  middleman  and  go 
straight  to  the  source,  we  encourage  you  to  give  us  a call. 
We’ll  be  happy  to  send  you  a copy  of  our  latest  price  list. 
And  if  you’re  just  getting  started,  we’ll  include  a complimen- 
tary copy  of  Doug  Winter’s  acclaimed  “Connoisseur’s 
Guide  to  United  States  Gold  Coins.” 

Give  either  one  of  us  a call  today,  and  discover  the 
Source  for  Rare  United  States  Gold  Coinsl 

; . , Advertiser's 
Code 


m B$Si 


Lee 

Minshul! 

LM2I8I 


201603 


DOUG  WINTER  LEE  MINSHULL 


P.O.  Box  7287 
Dallas.  TX  75209 
(214)  654-9905 


P.O.  Box  4389 
Palos  Verdes.  CA  90274 
(310)  375-3379 


AVENA  RARE  COIN 


Avena  offers  prices  that 
one  can  stack  up  to . . . 


Paying  top  dollar 

U.S.  Gold  • Type 
Silver  Dollars 
Commemoratives 
PCGS,  NGC  & Raw 


Trust  • Integrity  • Reputation 


Daniel  Avena 
LM3114 


800  Chestnut  Avenue  • Vineland,  NJ  08360 

(609)  794-1600 


Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc. 


Educating  the  consumer  and  seeking  the  unity  in  which  ail  who  participate 
as  numismatists  will  derive  the  pleasure,  profit  and  satisfaction  they  seek. 


The  PNG  offers  at  no  charge: 
“The  Pleasures  of  Coin  Collecting" 
“What  You  Should  Know  Before 
You  Buy  Rare  Coins  for  Investment” 
“PNG  Membership  Directory" 


For  a free  copy  of  the  material  listed  above  contact: 

Robert  Brueggeman,  PNG  Executive  Director 
3950  Concordia  Lane,  Fallbrook,  CA  92028 
Tel.  (619)  728-1300  • Fax.  (619)  728-8507 
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CLASSIFIED 


Rates  are  29  cents  per  word,  with  a 
25 -word  ($7.25)  minivnim  charge. 
Nimtbers  or  prices  count  as  one  word. 
Payment  must  accompany  advertise- 
ments. Deadline  for  submitting  ads 
is  the  15lth  day  of  the  month,  six 
weeks  preceding  the  issue  in  which 
the  ad  is  to  appear.  Deduct  1 0 per- 
cent from  the  total  price  if  the  ad  is  to 
run  three  or  more  times  consecutively 
without  changes.  Ads  must  be  typed 
and  double  spaced.  Classified  ads  re- 
ceived after  the  deadlme  will  be  held 
for  the  next  issue.  No  refunds  will  be 
given  for  canceled  ads.  Advertisers 
must  be  members  of  the  ANA.  The 
ANA  reserves  the  right  to  decline  any 
advertisement  in  whole  or  in  part. 


WHOLESALE:  THOUSANDS 
RUSSIAN  COLLECTIBLES. 

Price  list  $1.  Want  lists  Welcomed. 
Buying/Trading  U.S.A.,  Worldwide 
Military,  Police,  Polar,  Civilian 
Medals,  Decorations,  Badges;  An- 
cient & Medieval  Coins/Medals  & 
Any  Russian  Imperial  Item.  Ship, 
Fair  Payments  upon  Receiving 
Guaranteed.  Tel. /Fax  718/331- 
3241.  Arnold  Shusterman,  Box 
140232,  Brooklyn,  NY  11214-0232. 


SMALL  SIZE  U.S.  CURRENCY: 

hundreds  of  notes  to  choose  from. 
Type,  stars,  blocks  & mules.  Price 
list  available  for  $1.00.  Arri  Jacob, 
P.O.  Box  361-D,  Los  Alamitos,  CA 
90720-0361.  Buying  all  U.S.  cur- 
rency! (714)  899-4700. 


OLD  STOCK  CERTIEICATES! 

Catalog  plus  3 beautiful  certifi- 
cates (including  railroad)  $4.95. 


Also  buy!  Ken  Prag,  Box  14817,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114  (415)  586- 
9386. 


CASINO  CHIPS  and  plaques 
wanted  from  USA,  Europe,  Carib- 
bean. Please  send  description  or 
photocopy:  John  Benedict,  X1423, 
Loxahatchee,  FL  33470.  Phone  or 
Fax:  561-798-2520  (Anytime). 


WWII  MILITARY  CURRENCY, 

MPC,  Philippine  Guerrilla,  JIM, 
U.S.  Coins-Currency,  Confederate, 
Obsolete,  Stock  Certificates,  World 
Coins-Stamps-Paper.  Periodic 
Pricelists,  55c.  SASE  appreciated. 
702/753-2435.  Hoffman,  Box  6039- 
A,  Elko,  NV  89802-6039. 


NOTGELD  NEWSLETTER, 
The  Fraktur,  in  ninth  year,  brings 
monthly  features,  news,  books, 
maps,  pricelists.  Annually  $10. 


MERICAN 


A - / y j i 

Spifiializinfin 

■\  > ./■„  — . r 

\ Morgan  &.  Pea^b_Dollars 

I sell  quality 

Ijicirculated  Silver  DoUarsN 
and  Key  Circulated  Silver  Dollars. 

Call  me  to  discuss  your  buying 
and  selling  needs. 

Prompt  attention  given  all  orders 
Bank  References  on  Request 
Member:  MNA,  ANA  LM  2808,  PCGS 

JACK  LEE 

(601)  922-2237 

P.O.  Box  7499,  Jackson,  MS  39282 


BUILDING  A 
GEORGE  III 
ENGLISH 
TYPE  SET? 


SEE  AHM  EOR  YOUR  NEEDS  . . . 

GEORGE  III  1760-1820 


Denomination 

MS-60 

MS-63 

A4S-65 

Farthing 

$ 60 

$ 75 

POR 

Half  Penny 

70 

85 

POR 

Penny 

135 

150 

POR 

Two  Pence 

300 

350 

Six  Pence 

110 

125 

160 

Shilling 

175 

225 

275 

Half  Crown 

375 

650 

875 

Crown 

900 

1500 

POR 

Maundy  Set 

400 

500 

800 

AMEDICAN  HEDITAGE 
MINTING,  ING. 


BENJAMIN  FOX  PAVILION  • SUITE  510  • P.O.  BOX  UXIB 
JENKINTOWN,  PA  1^04h  • (215)  57h-7272 
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Complimentary  copy  on  request 
Courtney  Coffing,  P.O.  Box  334, 
lola,  WI  54945. 


CUSTOM  MAHOGANY  COIN 
CABINETS:  Our  clients  are  the 
British  Museum  and  you.  $1.00  for 
color  brochure.  David  McDonald, 
Box  2150,  Westminster,  MD  21158. 


BUYING  B.V.I.  $20:  $15.00;  $25: 
$18.75;  $50:  $37.50;  $100:  $75.00; 
$250:  $187.50;  $500:  $375.00.  Mail 
insured.  Town-Country  Enter- 
prises, Box  1629,  Apopka,  FL 
32704.  (407)  889-3990. 


WORLD  COINS,  free  lists:  birth 
year,  country,  world  type,  topical 
(animals,  ships,  space,  sports,  to- 
kens, crowns  etc.)  The  ROSES, 
P.O.  Box  93075,  Henderson, 
NV  89009. 


COLORADO-PEOPLE:Wanted 

information  and/or  Stock  Certifi- 
cates relating  to  Colorado  Pioneer 
OTTO  MEIRS  (1860-1931).  Thed 
Isler,  Postfach,  CH-8050  Zurich 
Switzerland,  telephone  + Fax  01- 
312.30.97. 


CAMEO  PROOE-LIKE,  SPECI- 
MEN, AND  MINTSTATE  Cana- 
dian coins  to  1968.  Highest  quality 
and  condition  census.  Free  price  list, 
newsletter.  Canadian  Cameo  Coins, 
Londonderry,  Box  70040,  Edmon- 
ton, Alberta,  T5C  3R6  Canada  . 


BRITISH  TOKENS!  Send  $1  (re- 
fundable) for  The  Token  Examiner-, 
the  world’s  most  informative  and 
entertaining  price  list  of  the  18th 
Century  “Conder”  series!  XF- 
Gems;  $15  and  up.  Superb  quality 
and  great  rarities  our  specialty. 
COLLECTIONS  WANTED! 


HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID!  Jerry 
& Sharon  Bobbe,  POB  2581  7, 
Portland,  OR  97298,  503/626-1075. 


1,000  MIXED  WORLDWIDE 
BANKNOTES  $99.  500  Mixed 
$55.  200  Different  $57.50.  Deliv- 
ered. International  (N),  Suite 
15904,  P.O.  Box  15174,  Beverly 
Hills,  CA  90209. 


EREE  PRICELIST:  U S.  coins, 
half  cents  through  dollars  grading 
AG3-MS65.  Satisfaction  guaran- 
teed. 2 1 day  returns.  TCC-Dept.  A, 
3919  Fairmont-Suite  229,  Pasa- 
dena, TX  77504-3063. 


FREE  PRICELIST  of  U S.  coins, 
half  cents  to  gold.  Accurate  grading. 
Stamp  appreciated.  David  Hansen, 
2621  Green  River  Rd.  #105-237, 
Corona,  CA  91720-7429. 


SUPERB  UNITED  STATES 
CURRENCY  FOR  SALE 


'TITTB'I'I"!  H ! II II I II  r I 'i  t - if" 


vmm  'iHiiMJ  B 130E 


Send  For 
FREE 
Price  List 


Stanley  Morycz 

RO.  Box  355,  DEPT.  C 
ENGLEWOOD,  OHIO  45322 
513-898-0114 
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ASPEN  COINS  offers  Quality 
Coins  and  Quality  Service!  Write 
for  your  free  copy  of  our  current 
World  Coin  Listings.  We  are  also 
active  buyers.  Aspen  Coins,  Box 
620817-N,  Littleton,  CO  80162 
USA.  Phone  (303)  932-6606.  □ 

CASINO  CHIPS,  Buy  Sell  and 
Trade.  Free  Catalogue  and  Price 
List.  Call  SCOTT  HARTMAN 
“The  Chip  Man”  TOLL  FREE  1 
(800)  LUCK-707.  P.O.  Box  387, 
Agoura  Hills,  CA  91376-0387. 
Member  CC&GTCC  R-501  and 
ANA  168604.  □ 

FREE  mail  bid  list  monthly.  United 
States  coins  and  currency,  foreign 
coins.  Send  name  and  address  to  Joe 
Sande,  Box  211,  Nichols,  FL  33863. 
Want  lists  solicited. 


DON’T  MISS  our  free  list  of  select 
world  coins  of  Europe,  British  Com- 


monwealth, Africa,  Latin  America, 
Asia.  Crowns,  minors,  gold,  medals. 
Write  now.  Dennis  Gill,  Box  175, 
Dept.  C.,  Garden  City,  NY  11530. 

GREAT  BRITAIN:  hammered, 
milled  crowns,  minors,  merchant 
tokens,  Scottish.  Wide  selection  of 
types.  Want  lists  serviced.  For  free 
price  lists,  please  write  to  Ross 
King,  Box  571,  Chesley,  Ontario 
NOG  ILO,  Canada. 


SELLING  WORLD  GOLD 
COINS.  100  countries.  Majority 
Proof,  Mint  Condition.  Free 
Monthly  Discounted  List.  Buying: 
Need  100+  Countries,  Small  Gold 
Coins  at  75%  KM  Catalog. 
Watchagot?  Town-Country  Enter- 
prises, Box  1629,  Apopka,  FL 
32704,  (407)  889-3990. 


WHOLESALE  FOREIGN  COINS 

— Currency  Per  10,  100,  1,000 
Bought/Sold.  Request  Wholesale  or 
Retail  List.  Send  Offers.  FAX: 
516/944-5172.  JOLIE  COINS,  Box 
68,  Roslyn  Hts.,  NY  1 1577-0068. 


ALASKA  ITEMS  WANTED:  to- 
kens, Alaska  Yukon  Pacific  Expo., 
buy  sell  and  trade.  What  do  you 
have,  how  much?  50  Alaska  tokens 
and  medals  $50.00  postpaid.  Kaye 
Dethridge,  Box  438,  Sitka,  AK 
99835,  (907)  747-8615,  E-mail: 
ishuler@ptialaska.net. 

CASH  LOANS  made  on  coin  and 
stamp  collections.  6 months- 1 year. 
Minimum  collateral  $500.  Easy  pay- 
ments. Dave  Hermann,  P.O.  Box 
451,  Magdalena,  NM  87825. 

ATTENTION  100  different  elon- 
gated cents  $15.00  ppd.  Free  elon- 


LDEN  EAGLE  Coins,  Jewelry  & Tele-Cards 

8730-14  Cherry  Lane,  Laurel,  MD  20702 

— The  HonEST  NEW  Collectible  in  the  USA 

The  Fabulous  12 
for  the  Collector 


A Great  Business . . . 

Call  us  for  free  information 
about  how  to  start  your 
own  phone  card  business! 

A Great  Collectible . . . 

Call  us  for  a free  catalog! 

301/206-9222 


AmeriVox  Perillo  Indians 
18  different  $14.00  ea. 

Aii  18  $199.00 


coca 


With  every  order  of  $50  or  more  from  this  ad  receive  a FREE  Bell  South  Prepaid  calling  card 


1 . CocaCola  Redhots 

Sunburst  $75. CK) 

2.  AmeriVox  Babe  Ruth  $25.CXD 

3.  ACMI  Spokepets 

3-card  set $29.50 

4.  Coca  Cola  Charlotte  500  .$15.00 

5.  G.T.S.  Cal  Ripken  Jr $35.00 

6.  ACMI  Endangered 

Species  Panda  $45.00 

7.  AmeriVox  Smokey 

Yanick  2-card  set $59.00 

8.  USA  Jerry  Rice  Record 

Breaker $20.00 

9.  32-card  set  1969  Mets  . . . .250.00 
25th  Anniversary  of  the  1969  Mets 

10.  Coca  Cola  Monsters  of 

the  Gridiron  $25.00 

d oog  1 1 • AmeriVox  $20 

Coio^O®*^®  ^)5.00eo-  Kennedy  Flame  $25.00 

Only  distributed  at  3rd  annuai  conv. 
Los  Vegas.  Feb.  95  (not  an  easy  card 
to  find) 

12. $6  Red  Dog  Charlotte 

Motor  speedway  $15.00 

Home  of  the  Coca  Cola  6CO 
(mintage  4.(X)0) 
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gated  dime  or  nickel  with  every  or- 
der, many  other  elongateds  avail- 
able, many  older  styles.  Order  to- 
day. Bernie  Myles,  1605  South  7th 
Street,  Terre  Haute,  IN  47802. 
(812)  232-4405. 


ATTENTION  COIN  Jewelry, 
coin  belt  buckles,  cut-out  coin  jew- 
elry, tie-tacks.  Chains,  key  chains, 
bolo  ties,  money  clips,  findings, 
belt  buckle  inserts.  Large  wholesale 
catalogue  $1.00,  great  profit  poten- 
tial. Bernard  Myles,  1605  South  7th 
Street,  Terre  Haute,  IN  47802. 
(812)  232-4405. 


LEARN  GRADING/AUTHEP^n- 
CATION  at  home.  Correspondence 
Course.  Expert  instruction  since 
1974.  Hundreds  of  satisfied  students. 
Will  also  travel  to  teach.  Institute  for 
Applied  Numismatics,  P.O.  Box 
80111,  Chattanooga,  TN  37414. 


COIN  AND  STAMP  ALBUMS. 

German  made.  Stackable  Drawers 
for  Coins,  Medals,  etc.  Banknote  al- 
bums, Magnifiers,  etc.  Send  $1.00 
for  catalog.  SAFE  Publications,  P.O. 
Box  263-N,  Southampton,  PA 
18966.  (215)  357-9049. 


TRANSLATIONS— English/Ger- 
man and  German/English.  Reason- 
able Rates — Prompt  Service.  JOHN 
STRAUSS,  37-32  222nd  Street, 
Bayside,  NY  11361.  (718)  428-3887. 


THE  NUMISMATIST,  1959- 
1995,  complete,  excellent,  $100.00 
plus  shipping  (UPS).  Robert  Right- 
mire,  280  Shcoenfeld  Blvd.,  Patch- 
ogue,  NY  11772  (516)  475-0717. 

QUALITY  U.S.  APPROVALS! 

We  sell  all  types  of  Quality,  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  U.S.  Coins  on  a 15 -day 
Approval  basis.  Send  for  free  infor- 


mation. S&M  Coins,  Dept.  A,  P.O. 
Box  3711,  Quincy,  IL  62305-371 1. 

EREE  BANKNOTE!  Huge  nu- 
merical value!  Request  our  World- 
wide Banknotes  on  approval:  buy 
some,  all,  or  none.  No  Obligation. 
Dave  Hermann,  POB  451,  Alag- 
dalena,  NM  87825. 


REDBOOKS,  editions  1-10,  1st 
printing  of  no.  1;  2 copies  of  nos.  3 
& 10,  fine  to  excellent.  $610.00, 
postpaid.  Robert  Rightmire,  280 
Schoenfeld  Blvd.,  Patchogue,  NY 
11772  (516)  475-0717. 


□ Time  to  renew  current  ad. 


Quick,  Confidential 

LOANS 

on 

U.S.  & WORLDWIDE 
COINS  & PAPER  MONEY 

Call  or  Write  for  Information 

Edelman^s 

301  OLD  YORK  RD.  DEPT.  AN 
JENKINTOWN,  PA  19046 
(215)  572^6480 
Established  1926 


Ancients  . . . 
World  Coins  ♦ . . 
Rare  Gold 
& Silver  . . . 


We  are  buying  rare 
and  choice  gold  and 
silver  coins.  We  specialize  in  ancient 
coinage,  coins  of  Mexico,  Central  and  South 
America,  Europe  and  the  Orient,  and  world 
paper  money 


Ponterio  & Associates,  Inc. 


Richard  H.  Ponterio 
ANA  • PNG  • lAPN 

1818  Robinson  Avenue,  San  Diego,  CA  92103 


(619)  299^0400  • (800)  854'2888 
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Giessener 
Miinzhandlung 

Collector  oriented 
and  competent 

Our  specialities 

• ancient  coins 

• medieval  coins 

• modern  coins 

Services  and  offer 

• buying  and  selling 

• several  annual 
auctions 

• delivery  at 
any  time 

I • a wide  range  of 
^ coins  in  stock 
Ask  for  our 
catalogues! 

Giessener  Miinzhandlung  • Dieter  Corny  GmbH 

Maximiliansplatz  20  • D — 80333  Munchen 
Tel:  089-226876  • Fax  089-2285513 


Before  You  Sell  Contact . . . 

KEYSTONE  COIN 

We  are  always  interested  in  large 
collections,  small  collections,  and 
individual  numismatic  rarities. 
United  States  or  Foreign 

We  are  a full-time  PCGS 
and  NGC  dealer. 


For  a fair,  honest  offer,  contact: 


Kenneth  Kellar  Stephen  Gehringer 

ANA  R1 15779  ANA  LM  2714 


KEYSTONE  COIN 
& STAMP  EXCHANGE 


1801  Tilghman  St. 
Allentown,  PA  18104 

FACTS  D59 
Phone:  (610)  770-9500 


email  us  at: 


ns  98  Main  St.  #201,  Tiburon,  CA  94920  • 415/435<>2601 

kagins@earthlink.net  or  write  to  us  for  a free  price  list. 

Phone  (415)  435-2601  • Fax:  415/435-1627  • Call  us  Toll  Free  l-888-8Kagin’s 

PIONEER  GOLD 
1848  CAL 

1848  CAL  NGC  MS61.  Our  nation’s  first  commemorative  coin.  $32,500 

Quite  scarce  &.  popular.  Very  reasonable 

Bechtler  Coinage 

K2  28G.  High  NGC  XF40.  VERY  RARE,  Catalogs  $6,750,  this  just  $5,250 


Donald  H.  Kagin 
Ph.D./Numismatics 
ANA  LM  #724 


1851 

1853 


$1 

$1 

$50 

$20 


1853  $20 


K24  A.  Bechtler  NGC  AU53  $1,875.  NGC  MS62 

A.  Humbert 

.880  K5  AU55.  Simply  a gorgeous,  original  slug 

.884  K17.  XF45  with  light  cleaning.  Only  issued  for  8 days. 
VERY  RARE 

Moffat  & Co. 

Moffat/  U.S.  Assay  Office  K19.  NGC  MS60. 

THE  FINEST  KNOWN  SPECIMEN 

The  Mormons 


1849  $2'^2  About  Uncirculated  with  much  luster. 


$3,975 

$14,500 

$9,500 

$15,000 

$12,500 


462 


T II  E N U M I S M .1  T I S T • A E R I I.  / V V 7 


ADVERTISERS’ 

INDEX 


Abbott’s  Coinex  Corp 453 

Adkins,  Gary  (Numismatic  Services) 357 

American  Heritage  Minting  438,458 

American  Silver  Dollars 458 

ANA  Advertising 456 

ANAAB 442,  447,  448 

ANA  National  Coin  Week 406 

ANA  Resource  Center 456 

Anthony’s  352 

Avena  Rare  Coin 457 

Berk,  Harlan  J.,  Ltd 451 

Beymer,Jack  H 436 

Bourne,  Remy  420 

Bowers  & Merena,  Inc IFC,  345 

Bullowa,  C.E 45 1 

C.T.  Coins  45 1 

California  Numismatic 

Investments,  Inc 453 

Campbell,  H.  Robert 365 

Canadian  Numismatic  Association 426 

Capital  Plastics 441 

Carlisle  Development 436 

Casper,  Michael  1 453 

CC  King 449 

Classical  Numismatic  Group 402 

Cleland,  Richard 418 

Cohen,  James  H.  & Sons,  Inc 456 

Coin  Dealer  Newsletter 443 

Coin  Galleries 360 

Coin  World 420 

Colony  Coin  Co 453 

® Delaware  Valley  Rare  Coin  Co 412 

E&T  Kointainer 441 

® Eagle  Eye  Rare  Coins 362 

Early  American  Numismatics 408 

Edelman’s 461 

Edgewood  Coin  Co 45  3 

Excelsior  Coin  Gallery  420 

Follett,  Mike,  Rare  Coin  Co 444 

Forman  & Bauer,  Inc 45 1 

Froseth,  K.M 429 

Geiger,  M 456 


Gillio,  Ronald  J.,  Inc 449 

Giessener  Miinzhandlung 462 

Golden  Eagle  Coin  Exchange  460 

Great  Lakes  Coin  Co 453 

Hall,  David,  Rare  Coins  & Collectibles 444 

Hallenbeck,  Tom 359 

Hanks  & Associates,  Inc 45 1 

Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries 355 

Hobby  Coin  Exchange 444 

J & M Numismatic  Investments 412 

Jake’s  Marketplace 386 

James  & Sons,  Ltd 453 

Kagin,  A.M 371 

Kagin’s  462 

Karp,  Jules 408 

Kern,  Jonathan  K 413 

Keystone  Coin  & Stamp 

Exchange  462 

Kolbe,  George  Erederick 422 

Krause  Publications OBC 

Lawrence,  David,  Rare  Coins 418 

Leidman,  Julian 416 

Leu  Numismatics,  Ltd 370 

Levin,  Benjamin 453 

Littleton  Coin  Co 424 

London  Coin  Galleries 45 1 

Main  Line  Coin  & Stamp,  Inc 456 

Marc  One  Numismatics,  Ltd 409 

Margolis,  Arnie  453 

Margolis,  Richard  456 

Mark- Ruben  Rare  Coins,  Inc 455 

Marshall,  Virg,  III 455 

® Minshull,  Lee 457 

Mish  International  Monetary,  Inc 456 

Morycz,  Stanley  459 

Mountain  High  Coins — “1841”  426 

Miinzen  und  Medaillen  AG 427 

® National  Gold  Exchange,  Inc 348 

Northeast  Numismatics 442 

Numismatic  Arts  of  Santa  Ee 453 

Numismatic  Emporium, 

Inc.,  The 440 

Numismatic  Guaranty  Corp 353,  383 

Numismatic  Guaranty  Corp. 

(Grading  Submission  Form) 393 

Numismatic  Guaranty  Corp. 

(Guidelines  for  Submission)  392 

Numismatic  Services,  Inc. 

(Cary  Adkins) 357 

Numismatik  Lanz  Miinchen 451 

Owen,  Edgar  L 451 

Oyach,  Adichael 45  5 


PCI  410 

PandaAmerica  455 

Peck,  Spencer,  Numismatist 45 1 

® Pinnacle  Rarities 404 

PobjoyMint,  Ltd 419 

Ponterio  & Associates,  Inc 461 

Presidential  Coin  & Antique 
Co.,  Inc 455 

Professional  Coin  Grading  Service 405 

Professional  Numismatists  Guild 457 

Quiggins,  Donald  J 455 

Rarcoa  434 

Rare  Coin  Investments 

of  Ramsey 451 

Riemer,  Robert  S 449 

Rosenblum,  William  M., 

Rare  Coins  456 

Rossman,  Will 367 

S.G.  Rare  Coins  364 

Sarasota  Coin  Co 45 1 

Sarosi,John  Paul,  Inc 415 

Sedwick,  Daniel 422 

SilverTowne 415 

Simmons  & Simmons 

Numismatists,  Ltd 45 1 

Sloat,  Sam,  Coins,  Inc 424 

Smith  & Daughter,  Inc 456 

Smythe,  R.M.  & Co.,  Inc 364 

Spectrum  Numismatics 428 

Spink  & Son 435 

Stack’s IBC 

Steinberg,  Mel  455 

Steinmetz  Coins  & Currency,  Inc 456 

Stephens,  Karl 456 

Stockton,  Allen  45  5 

Summit  Rare  Coins  429 

Superior  Galleries 401 

Swiatek-Minerva  Coins  & Jewelry  Ltd 363 

Swiss  Bank  Corp 366 

Teaparty,  JJ 453 

Teller,  M.  Louis 456 

Texas  Numismatic  Investments,  Inc 438 

Tower  Coin  & Stamp  Exchange  416 

Travers,  Scott 369 

U.S.  Coins 404 

U.S.  Mint  464 

Vogel,  David 423,  453 

Weinberg,  Fred  & Co.,  Inc 416 

Weitz,  Harold  B.,  Inc 434 

HTiite,  Harlan 362 

HTiitman  Coin  Division 382 

Williams  Gallery,  Inc 351 


^ Denotes  Fax-on-Request  Advertiser 


APRIL  1997 


THE  NUMISMATIST 


463 


WHAT  WAS  ONCE  A DREAM  FOR 
OUR  FOUNDING  FATHERS  CAN  NOW 
BE  A PART  OF  YOUR  COLLECTION 


CELEBRATING  175  YEARS 
OF  OUR  NATION’S  UVING 
HISTORY 

Inspired  by  George  Washington, 

Thomas  Jefferson  and  James 
JVIadison,  the  1997  U.S.  Botanic 
Garden  Silver  Dollar  commemor- 
ates the  oldest  continual^  operating 
botanic  garden  in  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Both  the  obverse  and  reverse 
of  this  Silver  Dollar  reflect  design 
attributes  from  some  of  our  Nations 
most  coveted  coinage. 

The  obverse  depicts  the 
Garden  s multi-arched  French 
Facade.  And  the  reverse  presents 
a timeless  rendition  of  America  s 
national  flower  — the  rose  — 
beneath  a remarkably  detailed 
rose  garland. 

YOUR  LAST  CHANCE  TO  OWN  A 
UMITED- EDITION  PRESTIGE  SET 

The  U.S.  Botanic  Garden  Silver  Dollar  will 
mark  the  end  of  the  Prestige  series.  Included 

■ with  the  U.S.  Botanic 

I Garden  Silver  Dollar 
are  Pixxif  versions  of  the 
1997  half  dollar,  quarter, 
dime,  nickel  and  cent. 


THE  1997  U^  BOTANIC 
GARDEN  COINAGE  AND 
CURRENCY  SET 

Pa3/ing  special  tribute  to  Washington  and 
Jefferson  for  their  influence  in  the  Garden’s 
creation,  this  set  features  an  Uncirculated 
1997  U.S.  Botanic  Garden  Silver  Dollar,  an 
Uncirculated 
1997  Jefferson 
Nickel  and  an 
Uncirculated 
1 997  Washington 
One  Dollar  Note. 


11x1997 

US. 

Garden 
Prcttiige  Set 
Lf  limited  to 
oniy  80,000 
deLf 


* Coinage  and  Currency 
Set  available  ttwough 
mall  order  only 


Tife  Coinage  and  Currency  Set  beu*  a 
limited  iftumtiiy  of  2%000,  which  will  moA 
likely  .tell  out  dttriny  the  pre-M-iue  period 


INTRODUCING  THE  1997 
U.S.  BOTANIC  GARDEN 
SILVER  DOLLAR 

Proof  Silver  Dollar 
obveroe  (top)  and 
reverve  (bottom) 

Coins  shown  are 
not  actual  size.  Designs 
depicted  are  renderings  of 
the  U.S.  Botanic  Garden 
Silver  Dollar  and  are  sub- 
ject to  slight  modification 
during  engraving. 

©U.S.  Mint,  1997 

COIN 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Legal  tender  one  dollar  silver  coin: 
Weighs  26.73  grams.  Composition: 
90%  silver  (0.76  troy  ounce),  10%  copper. 
Diameter:  1 .500  inches.  Mint  and  ]V\int  mark: 
Proof  and  Uncirculated,  Philadelphia  ("P"). 
Maximum  authorized  mintage:  500,000. 

The  US.  Botanic  Garden  Silver 
Dollar  hao  an  authorized  mintage 
of  only  500,000 coirui.  Order  your.i 
before  April  4, 1997,  for  pre-uMue  Mivingv. 

all  l-SOO-MINT-USA 


United  States  Mint 

Department  of  the  Treasury 
Serving  America  Since  1792 


1997  U.S.  BOTANIC 
GARDEN  SILVER 
DOLLAR  PROGRAM 


iK- 

Qty. 

Item 

R^lar 

rara 

Pretssue 

Subtotal 

B67 

Proof  Silver  Dollar 

$37.00 

$33.00 

B68 

Uncirculated  Silver  Dollar 

$32.00 

$30.00 

B69 

1997  Prestige  Set 

$48.00 

$44.00 

B70 

* U.S.  Botanic  Garden  Coinage 
and  Currency  Set 

$41.00 

$36.00 

Attention:  This  Is  a knlted  oKk  Pteaseactmw 

BG1  B380 

Total 

(Mefs  are  not  vaM  until  accepted  by  ttieUS.  Mint  Mxirnev  cancel  your  ordet  any  time  piior  to  sbipment  and  return  any  detective  prod 
uct  for  replacement  up  to  30  days  after  receipt  TbeUS.  Mint  reser\es  the  right  to  limit  quantities  and  n^^disconlinue  accepting 
orders  at  any  time.  Coins  may  be  delKeted  in  rnultiple  shipments  at  rifferenttirnes.  Please  allow  approwriateiyfte  weeks  for  dSivery. 
Coinage  and  Currency  Set  may  take  longer  than  five  weeks.  To  quafiy  for  prenssue  prices,  order  must  be  pastmarired  no  late,  than 
Aprl4,1997.  To  inquitB  about  your  order,  please  contact  Customer  SerMce  Center.  U.S.  Mint  10003  Derekwxxi  Lane,  tanhantMD 
20706.  Orcdl:  (202)  283CaN (2646),  Monday- Friday,  a30AM- 5:30PM  EST. 

DO  NOT  SEND  CASH.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to:  IMtad  Stales  Mbt  PO  Box  4199a  Philadelphia,  m 19101-199a 
The  U.S.  Mint  accepts  orders  only  under  the  prrepriiTted  terms  descrfoed  on  this  order  form. 

METHOD  OF  FWMENT:  3 Check  □ Money  Order  3 VISA  fl  MasterCard  ^ 

Creuit  Cart  kccourn#  3 American  Express  3 Discouer I I I I I 


Credt  card  acoxints  will  be  billed  and  checks  deposited  ipon  receipt  by  the  Unrted  States  Mr! 

Signature Date 

Name 


Address 
City 


State 


WHETHER  BUYING  OR  SELLING  . . . 

HOW  CAN  WE  HELP  YOU? 

For  over  61  continuous  years,  Stack’s  Auction  Catalogues  (over  600 
published)  have  been  unsurpassed  for  their  depth  of  research,  fineness 
of  presentation  and  outstanding  market  realizations. 


Our  1997  Auction  Schedule 

Stack’s  provides  the  most  active  auction  schedule  for  the  sale  of  your  collection,  more  sales 
than  any  other  auctioneer  in  the  nation.  Just  look  at  our  1997  Schedule: 


APRIL 

9,  1997 


MAY 

6-8,  1997 


JUNE 

10-12,  1997 


JULY 

16,  1997 


Foreign  & Ancient  Gold,  Silver 
& Copper  Coins;  & United 
States  Coins. 

(Coin  Galleries  Mail  Bid  Sale). 

Consignments  Closed 

United  States,  Gold,  Silver  & 
Copper  Coins.  To  be  sold  in 
New  York  City. 

Consignments  Invited 

United  States,  Gold,  Silver 
& Copper  Coins. 

To  be  sold  in  New  York  City. 
Consignments  Invited 


SEPTEMBER  United  States,  Gold,  Silver  & 


16-17,  1997 


OCTOBER 

14-16,  1997 


NOVEMBER 

5,  1997 


Copper  Coins.  To  be  sold  in 
New  York  City. 

Consignments  Invited 

United  States,  Gold,  Silver  & 
Copper  Coins.  To  be  sold  in 
New  York  City. 

Consignments  Invited 

Foreign  & Ancient  Gold,  Silver 
& Copper  Coins  & United 
States  Coins. 

(Coin  Galleries  Mail  Bid  Sale). 

Consignments  Invited 


Foreign  & Ancient  Gold,  Silver 
& Copper  Coins  & United 
States  Coins. 

(Coin  Galleries  Mail  Bid  Sale). 

Consignments  Invited 


DECEMBER 

2-4,  1997 


United  States,  Ancient  & 
Foreign  Coins.  To  be  sold  in 
New  York  City. 

Consignments  Invited 

Contact  Larry  or  Harvey  Stack  Today. 


123  West  57th  Street 
@ New  York,  NY  10019-2280 

TELEPHONE:  (212)  582-2580 
FAX:  (212)  245-5018  or  (212)  582-1946 
America's  Oldest  & Largest 
Coin  Dealer  & Leading  Coin  Auctioneers 
For  Over  61  Years. 
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for  over  45  years  Krause  publica- 
^tions  has  been  providing  the  best 
numismatic  information  available 
to  hobb3rists  all  over  the  world. 

In  1996  ouxt^net  paid  circulation 
gre#  to" over  125,00  subscriber, 
'"the  largest  in  the  hobbyl  A healthy 
.^  8%  increase  over  the  prior  ye|ir! 

Our  readers  ha^  discoveredf  this 
simple  truth:  M 


^ No  other  numismatic  publisher 
^^rings  hob^^^a^ers  an4  collectors 
'"^^m^lBther  like  Krause  pubUpations. 


Whether  your  interest 
tokens,  or  paper  money,  IDrause  has  ^ 
tl|^  information  you  need  to  biiild 
and^aiiitain  your  collection. 


Find  out  hou^tjbe  resources  hf  the 
leading  numisl|E||,|Ltic  publislier  can 
maximize  your  ehjoyment^of  the 
hobby.  Call  today!  ^ 

■■  , V . X., 


CALL  TOLL-FREE 

Monday-Friday,  7 a.m.  - 8 p.m. 
Saturday,  8 a.m.  - 2 p.m.,  CT 

Visit  our  web  site:  http://www.krau8e,com 


